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Vermifuge 


THE STAMP TAX. 


HE United States Senate ha: has substituted an entirely 
new bill for the war revenue measure passed by the 
House, and this action is looked upon as a distinct inva- 
sion of the prerogative of the House to initiate revenue 
legislation. It is probable that before this note reaches 
our readers the House will fail to concur with the Senate, 
leaving it to the Senate to ask for a conference on the bill. 
If the Senate should fail to ask for a conference the 
House will probably pass an entirely new bill on substan- 
tially the same lines as that originally passed by them. 
The drug trade is vitally interested in supporting the 
stand of the House of Representatives, as the House bill 
removed the stamp tax entirely from medicines ; whereas 
the Senate bill has reduced the rate of taxation from 244 
per cent. to I per cent. and make some changes as re- 
gards the imposition of a tax on proprietary uncom- 
pounded medicines. While the burden laid upon the 
trade by the Senate amendment is smaller than under 
the existing law, the failure to remove this tax entirely 
will leave the retail trade subject to just as much annoy- 
ance and trouble as does the present onerous and uncalled 
for tax. The drug trade all over the United States should 
deluge their representatives in Congress with the most 
vigorous and earnest protests against the adoption by the 
House of the Senate amendment. We urge every one of 
our readers to write or wire immediately to the chairman 
of the Ways and Means Committee of the House protest- 
ing against the adoption of the Senate bill. 





PRIZE ESSAY AWARD. 


LARGE number of MSS. was received in the contest 

for the $10 prize offeredin a previous num- 

ber for the best essay on the subject of “ The Relations 
that Should Exist Between the Doctor and the Druggist.” 
Two of the essays received in competition have been 
printed in the issues of January 14 and January28, respec- 
tively, and the judges to whom the papers were referred 


have decided that the essay by “ New Haven,” printed in 
the AMERICAN Drucoist for January 28 is entitled to the 
award of the prize. A check for $10 has accordingly been 
sent to the author of the essay, John Haydon, Jr., of New 
Haven, Conn. 

The exceptional amount of interest taken in the prize 
essay contest, as evidenced by the number and character 
vi the essays received in the competition which closed in 
the first week of January, prompts us to announce an- 
other competition, in which our readers are cordially in- 
vited to participate. The subject of this competition will 
include a series of notes on practical pharmacy, embrac- 
ing, under the head of “ Dispensing Notes,” observations 
regarding the best method of dispensing medicines in the 
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form of tablet or compressed triturates, capsules ; the ma- 
nipulation of semi-solid or liquid substances, like creosote, 
guaiacol, or sodium glycerophosphate; pills containing 
volatile oils or essences, easily oxidizable substances, etc. ; 
the preparation of elixirs and palatable galenical com- 
pounds of the newer remedies ; prescription difficulties and 
their solution; the overcoming of unintentional incom- 
patibilities, etc., and the general management and work- 
ing arrangement of a prescription department, including 
notes on the checking and filing of prescriptions, and we 
hereby offer a prize of $10 for the best essay received in 
this competition. Essays to receive consideration must 
reach us not later than March 30, 1go!. 





THE N. A. R. D. MOVEMENT IN NEW YORK. 


i is no exaggeration to say that the efforts now being 

put forth by the druggists of Greater New York to 
regulate the prices at which proprietary articles shall be 
sold at retail are being watched with the keenest interest 
by the entire drug trade of the country. The success of 
the N. A. R. D. plan in this city is certain to have a telling 
effect upon the rest of the country, for in this as in other 
affairs of great business concern, New York City is a 
pivotal center of national importance. There is, however, 
no use disguising the fact that the movement in New York 
is not participated in in the heartiest manner possible by 
the great bulk of the retail trade, and considerable pessi- 
mism exists as to the probable outcome. The larger drug 
stores included among the 2 per cent. of the trade who are 
to be regarded as “ aggressive cutters’ have had ample 
time to lay in supplies against any possible suppression, 
and they are thus enabled to operate against the parties 
to the agreement for some time to come. The leaders of 
the movement for the maintenance of prices have been un- 
successful in their efforts to induce the department stores 
to agree upon a fixed schedule, and it looks as if “ cut- 
ting ” might prevail generally throughout the city for some 
months at least. 

Considering that the great majority of the retail trade 
throughout the country are giving their unqualified sup- 
port to the N. A. R. D. movement, it is most gratifying to 
record the apparent disposition of the jobbing trade to ef- 
fectually back up their efforts. The jobbers of New York 
City are practically as a unit in their determination to 
carry out the plan of the N. A. R. D. to the letter, though 
misgivings are entertained by some as to the possibility 
of the plan conflicting with the anti-trust laws of the 
State. Commendable caution is accordingly being exer- 
cised in the matter of naming individuals or firms as par- 
ties to whom goods should not be furnished, on the ground 
of their being persistent or aggressive cutters. 

It is, of course, too early to predicate the success or 
failure of the plan in this vicinity. It is to be hoped, how- 
ever, that the sanguine expectations entertained by the of- 
ficers of the National Association will be completely ful- 
filled, and that the plan will be loyally supported by the 
retail trade, to whom it undoubtedly means increased 
business and better profits. The manufacturers should see 
the wisdom of joining with the retailers in giving their 
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hearty adhesion to the movements, as it means increased 
prestige for their manufactures and better returns for 
their investment. 





A TIME TO PROTEST. 


T HE expected opposition to the advancement in rank of 

the pharmacists of the State militia has fully devel- 
oped, and a reorganization measure, having for its pur- 
pose the repeal of the amendment to the military code 
which was adopted last year giving regimental hospital 
stewards the title of Military Pharmacist with the rank 
of first lieutenant, and increasing the efficiency of the hos- 
pital corps, has been introduced into the State Legislature. 
That the growing tendency toward the fixing of class dis- 
tinctions in the National Guard is responsible for the 
movement to withhold all prospect of advancement in rank 
from pharmacists in the ranks of our citizen soldiers is 
but too plainly evident. Nota few of the regiments in the 
State of New York are little else than social clubs in which 
the worship of caste and the operation of class distinc- 
tions have seriously interfered with the military efficiency 
and the cultivation of the true esprit de corps of the 
Guard. 

It is time that the druggists of the State should be 
aroused to the meaning of the movement against the mil- 
itary pharmacists, and if they have any influence what- 
ever with their representatives in the Senate and Assem- 
bly at Albany, they should at once write to denounce any 
plan conceived by bureaucratic officers to deprive the hos- 
pital stewards of the Guard of any of the privileges they 
now enjoy through the amendments to the Military Code 
which were adopted last year. This is a matter as fully 
deserving of their immediate attention as any Poison Bot- 
tle Bill, or other measure calculated to interfere with the 
business of a druggist, and no time should be lost about 
acquainting the law makers at Albany with their senti- 
ments on the subject. We would earnestly urge every 
New Ycrk pharmacist to write personal letters to his Sen- 


‘ . 
ator and Assemblyman embodying some such form of pro- 


test as the following: 

Assembly Bill No. 231 reorganizes the hospital corps of 
the National Guard, and in effect repeals the bill passed by 
unanimous vote at the last session of the Legislature, estab- 
lishing the grade of military pharmacist with the rank of 
first lieutenant, and requiring hospital stewards and assistant 
hospital stewards to be qualified pharmacists. That bill met 
with the approval of Governor Roosevelt, whose own experi- 
ence in active service made him fully appreciate the need of 
having pharmacists of commissioned rank. It was clearly 
shown that the men in the National Guard were as much 
entitled to have their lives protected by having the pharma- 
ceutical work done by registered pharmacists as they are 
when in civil life. 

In the name of the 4,000 pharmacists of the State I most 
earnestly urge you to both vote and work against the passage 
of this amendment to the military code in its present 
shape, as a piece of vicious class legislation. 


The situation calls for immediate action, and we hope 
that such a storm of protest will be showered upon the 
legislators at Albany as to effectually block any under- 
handed movement to deprive the hospital stewards of the 
National Guard of any of the small privileges which are 
now theirs by right of their education, training and special 
qualifications as pharmacists. Do not delay, but write 


NOW. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


THE RELATIONS THAT SHOULD EXIST BE- 
TWEEN THE DOCTOR AND DRUGGIST. 


By ‘PENNSY,”’ 

No definite pian can be outlined for each community 
or individual. Tact, common sense and a study and 
knowledge of human nature go far toward establishing 
the above relations on a proper basis. The pharmacist 
should, first of all, have a love for his profession, not 
from a merely financial, but from a scientific point of 
view. He should have an ideal, and strive to attain that 
ideal. 

His products should be articles of merit. His labor- 
atory, prescription department and stock of sick room ap- 
pliances should be his pride and receive most of his atten- 
tion. They should be as near ideal as it is practicable to 
make them. He should call the physicians’ attention to 
them, and ask them for their friendly criticism on these 
departments. 

Samples should be sent the physicians frequently of 
pharmacal products made in the store, mostly U. S. P. and 
National Formulary preparations, along with the crude 
drugs and chemicals they represent. 

The pharmacist should feel that he would dispense 
with all side lines if it were possible, and work toward 
the attainment of this result. 

The pharmacist should never bribe a doctor to deal 
with him. If at times he feels as though he would like 
to give a doctor a gift as an appreciation of his patron- 
age to the store, the gift should be made just as though 
he were dealing with any good customer. It is desirable 
to be ethical and professional, but this should never be 
carried to stiffness. He should be natural. 

It is understood that the pharmacist must be willing 
to study, keep posted and in touch with progress; that 
he is daily adding to his stock of knowledge and informa- 
tion through the journals, through newly acquired text- 
books and associations with other druggists, not his im- 
mediate competitors, whom to a certain extent he should 
avoid. He must have a knowledge of the pharmaceuti- 
cal aud chemical processes, and know how to use them. 

It is not necessary that the druggist should have every- 
thing at his tongue’s end, but it is necessary that he should 
know where to look for information on any subject re- 
lating to the profession in case he should have occasion 
to use the knowledge. He should be on intimate terms 
with his library. 

A druggist may have his own line of remedies, such 
as cough cures, headache powders, blood purifiers, etc., 
etc., and let the doctor know the formulas by which they 
are made. Physicians not infrequently recommend sim- 
ple household remedies of this sort, and I have known 
them to recommend my own cough cure. Confidence be- 
gets confidence. No honorable, self-respecting physician 
would betray the confidence thus imposed in him, and at 
least nine out of ten, yes, ninety-nine out of one hundred, 
doctors will appreciate and respect the confidence imposed 
in them by the druggist. Those who are not honorable 
need not be catered to. 

Should the pharmacist have a call for a simple remedy, 
as a headache cure, in the presence of a doctor, let him 
go about it openly and freely, and not as though he had 
a guilty conscience. The physician would rather not be 
bothered with these simple, slight ailments. The phar- 
macist should take precautionary measures to see that 
there is no serious disturbance back of it. If there is, 
promptly inform the patient, and advise him to consult 
his physician, 


A physician on the other hand does the same. A’ 


patient of his needs a dose of calomel. The physician 
gives it to him, and wisely so. A prescription would cost 
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the patient 10 cents more, and he would think that he was 
being bled. On the next occasion when he should con- 
sult a physician he would go to another one, and probably 
to a homeopath. 

Do not be always wailing and gnashing your teeth to 
the doctors about tablet triturates, the doctors’ dispensing, 
etc., etc. The less you say on this head the better for 
you. 

Don’t substitute. Give what the prescription calls for 
or turn it down. Should you receive a prescription speci- 
fying a make you have not, but one you think is efficient, 
you may call the doctor’s attention to it, and he will gen- 
erally tell you to use your own discretion. This is good 
for the one time only. Rather decline to fill the prescrip- 
tion than annoy the doctor a second time. If a druggist 
does not wish to keep in stock what the doctor prefers he 
ought not to expect his patronage. The doctors are rea- 
sonable, and realize that it is impossible for the druggist 
to carry a stock of every manufacturer’s goods. In time 
the doctor will consider the druggist’s judgment on 
galenicals in preference to his own if the latter is reliable 
and conscientious, and if the druggist makes products of 
merit the doctor will undoubtedly use them. 

I contend that the prescription belongs to the doctor, 
emanating from his brain and as a result of his experi- 
ence and knowledge. The patient receives the prescrip- 
tion as a memorandum or order on the druggist. The 
latter files it for safe keeping and reference, to be refilled 
or not as the doctor chooses. A little explanation on this 
point, and others, to the public will not detract, but add, 
confidence in the druggist. 

There should be no antagonistic feeling displayed by 
the physician or pharmacist, and before any antagonism 
is shown the view of such a display from the patient’s 
standpoint should be considered. The physician and 
pharmacist should be genial and social with each other, 
but not intimate or familiar. 





THYMOTAL: A NEW THYMOL COMPOUND.* 
By J. F. Poot, Mirirary AporHecary, 
Kampen, Holland. 


HEN my little daughter was suffering from anky- 
lostomiasis | saw something of the bad effects of 
thymol and how difficult it was to take. I saw a child 
die suddenly after taking pills of thymol; later I saw an 
infant suffocated by a thymol electuary ; and two cases of 
blindness were reported from the Military Hospital 
caused by excessive doses of extract of malefern pre- 
scribed for ankylostomiasis. These experiences led me 
to experiment with a view of finding a less dangerous and 
more efficient remedy against this dangerous and widely 
prevalent malady of the tropics. After much experi- 
mentation I succeeded in making thymol carbonate by 
acting on sodium thymol with phosgene gas, and this salt 
I named ‘“ Thymotal-Pool.” It occurs as a tasteless, 
white crystaline substance, having only a feeble odor of 
thymol. It is neutral in reaction with a fusing point of 49 
degrees and a boiling point of more than 400 degrees, 
and it does not give the characteristic reaction of thymol 
after treatment with alcoholic potash. Thymotal is not 
acted upon by acids or by the gastric juice and passes 
through the stomach unchanged. 

Seven patients affected wth ankylostomiasis were 
treated in the Military Hospital with the new remedy with 
good results, as the following certificate from the three 
medical officers who prescribed it will show: 


*The MS. of this article has been handed to us for publication by the 
Consul-General of the Netherlands for the United States, the author having 
requested the Consul-General to procure its insertion in the leading pharma- 
ceutical paper of this country. so the Consul-General states in a communica- 
tion accompanying the Ms. 












68 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORI). 


“The undersigned medical officers at the Military Hos- 
pital of Paramaribo declare herewith that seven patients, 
children as well as adults, have been treated with favorable 
resulis in this hospital with the new remedy, Thymotal, in- 
vented by Mr. J. F. Pool, military apothecary, second class. 
This new remedy is to be preferred to thymol for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. Because it is tasteless and can therefore be taken by 
children who cannoi swallow pills; at the same time the 
danger of suffocation from the use of thymol in electuary 
form, as has sometimes happened with infants, is totally 
avoided. E 

2. Because it is not ‘dissolved in the stomach like thymol 
and is not vomited, as is often the case with thymol. 

3. Because Thymota!l dves not produce intoxication as 
thymol does very shortly after it is taken, most probably in 
consequence of its absorption in the blood while in the 
stomach. 

4. Because the danger of thymol poisoning, from which 
children whose bodies are weakened by ankylostoms some- 
times die, is greatly lessened. 

5. Because the thymol carbonate is decomposed in the body 
by the bile fluid and the secretions of the bowels, and thymol 
is deposited exactly at the places where the ankylostoms are 
found in the body—viz., the duodenum and the adjacent parts 
of the bowels. 

6. Because it cures far more quickly than thymol (as far 
as can be judged from the treatment of so small a number of 
patients). 

7. Because the patients of a large hospital in which the 
assistants cannot attend personally to everybody will not 
throw away the thymotal powders, as they often do with the 
thymol pills that cause giddiness, while thymotal causes none 
or nearly none. 

THE MEDICAL OFFICERS: 
Dr. E. A. Rach, 
Dr. J. W. van Ryn, 
C. van der Meer. 


(Signed), 


Paramaribo, August 1, 1900. 


As is well known the disease ankylostomiasis is com- 
mon in all tropical countries. In the West Indies (in the 
Antilles), it is called ** Mal Coeur;” in Columbia * Tun- 
tun;” in Brazil “ Opalicao;” in Egypt it causes the so- 
called Egyptian chlorosis. It is also known in Italy and 
in Switzerland where it is called “ Miner’s Anema.” In 
the Dutch East Indies it is known to some extent, but it 
would appear that no efficient remedy is applied there. 
The disease has not been properly recognized in some parts, 
medical officers from the East Indies who had been sent to 
Surinam being unfamiliar with the malady, although sev- 
eral Javanese immigrants recently landed were found to 
be suffering from the disease. At Delhi, where the work- 
men have good medical attendance, the disease is a true 
curse as at Surinam. In this colony with a population of 
about 40,000 the annual consumption of thymol for the 
treatment of ankylostomiasis amounts to about 60 kilo- 
grammes. 

In the Netherlands I have experimented through the 

courtesy of Mr. Stheeman with the new remedy against 
ascarids and tape-worm with most excellent results, it 
proving superior to all other ascaricdes. The remedy is 
made according to my formula in the chemical laboratory 
of Messrs. Brocades & Stheeman in Meepel, Holland. 
Their product, the purity and intrinsic worth in thymol 
of which I have tested, is the same as that used in the 
Military Hospital at Paramaribo. It is sold by Messrs. 
srocades & Stheeman under the name “ Thymotal- 
Pool,” at the price of 60 guilders per kilo ($10). It is 
given in the following doses: Adults, 2 Gms.; children, 1 
Gm.; babes, %4 Gm. (in divided doses, presumably, three 
or four times daily). 





CREOSOTED EMULSION. 
Parts. 
Acacia, powdered 
Oil of sweet almond 
Creosotal 
Distilled water 


GATHERED FORMULAS. 


(Continued from page 39.) 

DENZEL’S OR FRITSCH’S HZMOSTYPTIC PILLS. 
chee Ty MEG Ge) Uc a a oe a grams ¢ 
Extract of cotton root bark grams 
Denzel’s extract of ergot grams 
Powdered extract of liquorice................grams 
Powdered liquorice root grams 
Make into 100 pills. 

SYRUP PEPTONATE OF IRON. 

Dry peptone 

Solution of chloride of iron 

Syrup 

Dissolve the peptone in 100 parts of hot water, and 
when cool add the solution of iron chloride gradually, 
stirring constantly. Neutralize exactly with Io per cent. 
soda solution. Decant rapidly and wash the precipitate 
until the washed water fails to give any reaction with solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver. Collect the precipitate on a linen 
cloth and drain, then triturate with 100 Gms. of syrup 
and evaporate on a water bath to a weight of 125 Gms. 


grams 8 
grams 174 
grams 100 


LIQUOR FERRI PEPTONATI. 


Syrup of iron peptonate 
Syrup 

Alcohol 

Tincture of orange peel 
Aromatic tincture 


Acetic ether 

Water........a suflicient quantity to make 1,000 gram 
COMPOUND TINCTURE OF IRON. (Aromatic Tincture 

Iron. ) 

Syrup of iron chloride (6.6 per cent.)........ grams 33 
Syrup grams 240 
Alcohol 
Tincture of orange peel grams 3 
Aromatic tincture grams 1. 
PARC A WRMNR 6a wks kéin oS sls sauseane sas e grams 1. 
Acetic ether 5 
DOME cc cos Cte elon eee sufficient to make 1,000 grams 


5 
5 


WOLFBERG’S EYE-SALVE. 

Yellow mercuric oxide 

Distilled water 

Pure wood fat 

Peirolatum » 40 

Triturate the mercuric oxide to a smooth paste with 
the water in a warm mortar, add the remaining ingre- 
dients previously melted together and triturate until cold. 


' 
DRYING SALVE. 


(Unguentum exsiccatus, Unguentum lapidis calaminaris, Cera- 
tum epuloticum.) 


Crude rape oil 

Welw Wk. <<.54.%.. 
Calamine in fine powder 
Armenian bole, powdered 
Litharge, powdered 
Powdered camphor 


ZENNER’S PANCREATIC EMULSION OF COD-LIVER FOR ENE- 


Purified pancreatin 

Inspicated ox gall 

Sodium chloride 

Water 

Cod liver oil 

Di ae EARN is shoo deep ONS wueesees drops 24 

Mix all the ingredients except the oil of eucalyptus 
and digest for two hours at a temperature of 100 degrees 
F., and the oil of eucalyptus then added. Of this emul- 
sion 60 to 100 Gms. should be injected every morning. 
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STORE MANAGEMENT. 
Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 


in addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
ctal side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a bust- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered, 


ON STARTING IN BUSINESS. 


ANY large businesses have been built up from very 
M small capital, but what was lacking in money 
has been made up for by energy and enthusiasm. En- 
thusiasm will succeed with little capital but ample capi- 
tal will not bring success without energy and enthusiasm, 
and it may be stated as a truth that no man can attain 
any great success in a business that he does not like or 
that he cannot feel enthusiasm in pushing. 


KEEP DOWN EXPENSES. 


Expenses are what eat up the profits of a business and 
the good business man ever keeps a watchful eye on the 
expense account, but with this difference between him 
and the penny-wise business man: he will spend money 
with lavish hand—both hands—if he can see a reasonable 
chance of getting back a dollar and a half or two dollars 
for every dollar that he puts out, whereas the penny-wise 
man will keep his expenses cut down to a point where it 
cripples tie enterprise of his establisment and chokes its 
expansion and growth. vie 

Caution is a good trait in a business man if it leads to 
nothing more than a properly conservative business policy. 
If carried too far it becomes cowardice, the fear of mak- 
ing a venture for fear of loss. It is this excess of cau- 
tion that keeps many otherwise able business men from 
rising, keeps their noses to the grindstone all their lives, 
and offers to the bold and enterprising man the oppor- 
tunity of building up a business at the expense of the more 
cautious merchant. Your really great merchant is always 
a bold man, ready to adopt a new method, or plan, or 
scheme, or way of doing things if it seems in his judg- 
ment to promise success with a fair degree of certainty. 

A business man speaking of a friend, another business 
man, said: ‘‘ Some time ago he came to me for friendly 
advice. He had thought out and laid out a plan that 
by the expenditure of a certain sum of money he might, 
or could, double his business inside a year or two. I 
went over his plan with him and it seemed perfect and in 
all human reckoning was sure to succeed and produce 
the result, as he said. I told him that it was a sure thing 
and that I could not see where or how it could possibly 
fail, and he fully agreed with me. But he has not put 
the plan in operation, although it is a year since he showed 
itto me. He is afraid. I have repeatedly urged him to 
start the thing and other friends have done the same. 
Even if he should lose the money he can afford to and 
he would scarcely miss it nor would it cripple him in the 
least, but like a child standing at the door of a dark room 
he is afraid, afraid of something, he knows not what.” 


RATIO OF EXPENSES TO GROSS BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 


In modern retail establishments is is considered that 
expenses should not as a rule exceed 20 per cent. of the 


gross amount of business done, and should be divided in 
about this proportion: 


RENEE oe a Se Se SA Wrote aN we aval wre oreo 3 to 5 per cent. 
General expense, clerk hire, light, heat and 

SUNGLVE CSIMCHBO oils a'5: 505s 0cics care oaveis selene ers 10 to 15 per cent. 
Boi boil 1 ape ee Ee ree --..2 to 3 per cent. 


That is, in a business of twenty thousand dollars per 
annum, the item of rent would be six hundred to one 
thousand dollars, general expense two or three thousand 
dollars, advertising four to six hundred dollars. In a 
smaller business the ratio of expense will usually exceed 
these figures, for as a rule the smaller the business is the 
greater expenses will be in proportion to the amount of 
business done and the larger the busines the less the ratio 
of expense. 

As a business is built up and increased, expense does 
not increase in as great a ratio, for many of the items of 
expense may, up to a certain limit, be regarded as fixed 
charges. Thus, rent, light and heat remain the same 
until the increased business demands more room, or the 
growth of the locality makes property more valuable and 
increases the rent. Expense for help increases, but never 
in as great ratio as the business increases. A store doing 
a business of fifty dollars a day with the aid of two clerks, 
may increase its business to sixty dollars a day without 
taking on more help. If the average gross profit of the 
business be 33 1-3 per cent. this increase of ten dollars in 
the daily business means an increased net profit of three 
dollars and thirty-three cents per day, as the operating 
expenses have not been increased. Such an increase 
often makes just the difference between a money making 
business and a business that the proprietor is barely mak- 
ing a living at. 

It is the endeavor of every good business man to work 
his plant or establishment at its highest state of efficiency 
to do all the business that his capital and stock and help is 
capable of handling. 

If his capital, stock, and help is sufficient to do a 
business of sixty dollars a day and he is only doing a 
business of forty or fifty dollars a day, he ought to look 
into matters and study up ways and means for securing 
the full amount of trade that his establishment is capable 
of handling without increased expense. If the expendi- 
ture of one or two dollars a day for advertising will bring 
the trade, it’s a good investment and he should not hesi- 
tate to try it. 

The amount of business that he can hope to command 
is only limited by his energy and ability and the limita- 
tions of his business field. The one question that should 
be ever foremost in the merchant’s thought should-be: 
“Am I doing all the business that it is possible for me to 
do; have I all the trade that is to be gotten in my business 
field ? 


BUSINESS EDUCATION AS WELL AS TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
REQUIRED. 


Pharmacists as a class have rested too secure in the 
belief that their education and training for conducting 
a retail drug store was completed when they obtained 
their college diploma or board certificate. They have 
seen a goodly portion of the business that had always 
been theirs depart from them to go to the department 
store, the grocer, the mail order house, the physicans’ 
supply house and others. They have growled about it 
and scolded about it in the past, but now they are sitting 
up and asking Why! Why! and they are finding out why, 
and studying how to stop this loss of trade; not only stop 
it but bring back some of it. They are finding the answer 
in better business education and better storekeeping 
methods, as well as better pharmaceutical education. 
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They are finding out that it is no longer possible to attain 
success as a druggist by starting a drug store and waiting 


for the customers to come to them. The pharmacist is 
beginning to discover that the good business man knows 
how to make the customers come to him and how to make 
them keep coming. After he has thought these things 
over a little longer, the pharmaceutical college that does 
not offer him a first-class business training along with 
his pharmaceutical education will have to close up for 
want of pupils. 





BUSINESS QUERIES. 


EpitoR DEPARTMENT OF STORE MANAGEMENT : 

Will you kindly state who is the manufacturer of a record 
keeper recording daily sales, deposits, accounts, collections for 
the day, geods bought. cash in bank, cash paid out, etc? 

“ Abbott's Druggists’ Epitome,” published by the Ab- 
bott Epitome Co., Boston—Post Office Box 1,389—would 
perhaps meet your requirements. It contains a page for 
every day in the year, footing pages at the end of each 
month and at the end of the year. The book is ruled for 
the following entries: ““ Drawn for Personal Use,” “ Paid 
for Expense,” “ Paid for Advertising,” “ Paid for Fix- 
tures,” “ Paid for Merchandise,” “ Merchandise Bought 
and Not Paid For,” * Charges to Customers,” “ Bank 
Account,” “ Cash Received,” “ Amount of Credit Sales,” 
“ Received on Account,” and summaries under these head- 
ings. The book is an epitome of day book, cash book and 
journal, and with a ledger makes a complete system of 
bookkeeping suitable for a small retail business. Of 
course such special books as this are simply makeshifts 
for real bookkeeping, but they answer the purpose very 
well for a moderate sized business where the proprietor 
has little or no knowledge of bookkeeping. The price of 
Abbott’s Epitome is $5. The National Cash Register 
Co., of Dayton, Ohio, furnish to the users of their ma- 
chines a similar book that epitomizes the day’s transac- 
tions. It is a smaller book than Abbott’s, and is ruled for 
summaries only, details of transactions being written on 
slips and posted from the slips to the ledger. John C. 
Moore, of Rochester, N. Y., is a blank book maker who 
makes a specialty of special ruled books for all kinds of 
businesses. Pamphillon’s Business Register, which 
somewhat resembles Abbott’s Epitome, has also had some 
sale amongst druggists. It is made by F. H. Pamphilon, 
29 Third avenue, New York. Any of the publishers 
named will no doubt send specimen pages of their books 
on application. 





EpITOR DEPARTMENT OF STORE MANAGEMENT : 

I wish you wouid advise what, in your opinion, is the aver- 
age gross profit usually obtained in the retail drug business 
in towns smaller than 5,000 and in places larger than this, as 
I suppose that the profits are a little larger in larger places. 
The drug business to-day no doubt is done on a smaller mar- 
gin of profit than a few years ago, with the tendency to a 
larger business. Please do not mention my name in your 
paper.—Indiana. 


In the good old days, before the demon of price cut- 
ting entered the pharmaceutical eden, it was usually 
reckoned that the gross profit—annual average—of a re- 
tail drug store was fifty per cent. of the gross sales, and 
that the cost of doing business—expense—was about 
thirty-three per cent. It is possible that this rate of profit 


is still maintained in some especially favored localities. 
Of late years it has been estimated that the gross profit of 
the average business is about one-third of the gross re- 
ceipts, with an expense account of twenty to twenty-five 
per cent. 


In towns of 5,000 and under, remote from 
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large cities, it is probable that the rate of profit is slight- 
ly higher than the latter figures. 

As our correspondent states, * the drug business to- 
day is done on a smaller margin of profit than a few years 
ago, with the tendency to a larger business.” That is the 
key-note of modern business, and is as true of every other 
business as it is of the drug business. 

Regarding the correspondents last request, “ Please 
do not publish my name,” we will reiterate that all com- 
munications to this department are regarded as absolute- 
ly confidential, and in no case will the name or address of 
its correspondents be disclosed by publication or other- 
wise. We wish to make this department of real use to the 
business man, and if it is to be so it must be a place where 
he can apply for information and advice on his most pri- 
vate business affairs, and feel confident that his private 
affairs will not be exposed by the publication of his name 
or the town in which he does business. 





DRUGGISTS’ COURSE IN OPTICS. 


Conducted by C. H. Brown, M.D., 


President of the Philadelphia Optical College. 





Tenth Paper. 
Orthoscopic Lenses. 

RTHOSCOPIC lenses are composed of two elements, 
a sphere and a prism, so proportioned that the as- 
sistance afforded the accommodation by the former will 
exactly correspond to the help given the convergence by 
the latter. It is manifest that every convex lens must 
have a corresponding prism which stands in orthoscopic 
relation to it. As the stronger numbers of convex lenses: 
are reached, the corresponding prism increases so rap- 
idly and thus adds so much to the weight and thickness. 
of the glass and causes distortion in the appearance of 
flat surfaces, as to practically prohibit it from general use, 
and limits the combination of sphere and prism to the 

weaker numbers. 

The better way is to prescribe the spheres and prisms 
independently of each other. If muscular insufficiency is 
present and a certain degree of prism is indicated for its 
correction, such prism may be combined with the needed 
sphere without any thought as to their orthoscopic rela- 
tion. 

TINTED GLASSES. 


Tinted glasses are in common use to modify the light 
which reaches the eye. They are made either with plane 
surfaces like window glass, or with curved surfaces like 
watch glasses, these latter being called coquilles. At one 
time green was a favorite color on account of its similarity 
to the color of grass and the foliage of trees; but it was 
later entirely superseded by blue (the color of the sky) 
which is still much used. The colored glasses in most 
common use now, however, are a neutral tint, called 
‘London Smoke,” and this color is preferable to either 
green or blue. 

The large size “ coquille ” form of glass affords more 
protection to the eye than the smaller glass with plane sur- 
faces. But there is one very great disadvantage to be 
urged against them, and that is their liability to have a 
concave focus. If the two surfaces of the glass were ex- 
actly parallel in every part, there could be no focus. But 
a glance at the form of these glasses shows that their sur- 
faces can be made parallel only at the expense of time and 
care in their manufacture; and as they are sold so cheaply 
as to preclude this, persons who are supposed to be wear- 
ing plane smoked glasses are usually in fact looking 
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through concave lenses, which often strains the eyes, es- 
pecially if the eyes of the wearer happen to be hyper- 
metropic. 

But smoked glasses should be reserved for occasional 
use, as in inflammatory conditions of the eye, or when ex- 
posed to strong light reflected from sand as at the sea 
shore, or from snow, or from the surface of water. If 
such glasses are worn habitually the retina becomes so ac- 
customed to the diminished light as to be unable to stand 
the natural light which is only pleasantly borne by the nor- 
mal eye; hence they should not be worn constantly, and, in 
fact, should only be made use of upon intelligent advice 
The smoked glasses modify the intensity of the light, 
whereas the blue and green glasses neutralize some of the 
primary colors and the light reaches the retina in a 
changed condition from its natural combination. In the 
light from oil and gas lamps where the yellow so largely 
predominates, a blue glass, which is its complementary 
color, makes a very pleasant modification to eyes that are 
weak or sensitive. 

When it becomes necessary to grind a focus on tinted 
glasses, as is occasionally the case, there is a difference in 
the color according to the curvature of the lens on account 
of the varying thickness of the glass in its different parts. 
In convex lenses, which are thickest at the center, the 
deepened tint at this point amounts almost to a prohibition 
of their use. In concave lenses, which are thinnest at the 
center, the lessened tint at this point is rather advanta- 
geous than otherwise. 

Spectacles afford to some extent protection against me- 
chanical injury, and in certain trades it is only by the use 
of such special protectives that liability to grave accidents 
to the eyes can be averted. Millers are in the habit of wear- 
ing large spectacles, fitted with thick glasses of no focus, 
when employed in the dangerous work of dressing mill- 
stones. Protective spectacles of mica are used by miners, 
quarrymen, stone cutters, boiler makers, and other work- 
men engaged in similar hazardous employments. Wire 
gauze goggles with fronts of plane or tinted glass are in 


use by railway travelers and drivers as a prote¢tion against - 


flying sparks and dust. 
USES OF GLASSES. 


Besides the protective feature of spectacles as just 
mentioned, they may be used for the following purposs : 

1. To increase the refraction of the eye, as when con- 
vex lenses are used for hypermetropia, where the refrac- 
tion is inadequate to its work. 

2. To diminish the refraction of the eye, as when con- 
cave lenses are prescribed in myopia, where the refraction 
is excessive. 

3. To supplement a failing accommodation, as when 
convex lenses are employed in presbyopia and accommo- 
dative paresis. 

4. To correct and equalize asymmetrical refraction, as 
when convex or concave cylinders are made use of in as- 
tigmatism. 

5. To relieve eve strain or asthenopia, as when convex 
lenses are prescribed in the accommodative form and 
prisms in the muscular variety. 

6. To remove and correct double vision, as when pris- 
matic lenses are used to restore binocular vision in a case 
of diplopia. 





HAIR RESTORER. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL PROGRESS. 


Johimbine, A New Aphrodisiac.— The alkaloid 
of johimbo bark, which has been named johimbine, has 
been proved to have a powerful aphrodisiac effect by E. 
Mendel (Phar. Post). It is most effective in impotence 
of nervous origin. The dose is 5 to 10 drops of a I per 
cent. solution three times daily; or hypodermatically 0.5 
Cc. of the same solution. 


Dionin Not a New Discovery.- D. B. Dott in- 
forms the Pharmaceutical Journal that ethyl morphine 
(which is Dionin) was prepared in 1881 by Grimaux, and 
his research communicated to the Comptes rendus for 
that year. Mr. Dott concludes that there is nothing new 
about the compound except the fanciful name which 
some one has thought fit to ascribe to it. 


A New Adulterant of Saffron.— Potassium bor- 
otartrate is the latest of the substances employed to adul- 
terate saffron according to one of our French exchanges. 
The saffron is treated with a saturated solution of the 
salt, the solution being added drop by drop to pure saf- 
fron heated on the water bath. The weight of the stig- 
mas are increased 14 per cent. by this process without ma- 
terially altering its appearance. 


Quinine Glycero-phosphate.— M. Prunier, before 
the Paris Congress of Pharmacy, gave the following as 
the best way of preparing glycerophosphate of quinine. 
A saturated solution of calcium glycerophosphate is added 
little by little to a solution of oxalic acid (1 in 20), taking 
care that a slight excess of glycerophosphate is left. Af- 
ter some hours filter out the oxalic acid. To the clear so- 
lution add a slight excess of quinine hydrate suspended 
in water. Boil the liquid and filter while hot. On cool- 
ing crystals of basic quinine glycerophosphate are de- 
posited. 


A Test for Ergot.— The following method of rap- 
idly testing ergot is given in the Pharmaceutiche Zeitung: 
One Gm. of powdered ergot is infused in 20 Gms. of water 
mixed with 1 drop of pure hydrochloric acid. Of this 4 
Cc. (representing 0.2 Gms. of ergot) are taken, treated 
with an excess of ammonia, and shaken with 10 Cc. of 
ether. The ether is evaporated, the residue recovered 
with glacial acetic acid containing a little iron sulphate 
and sulphuric acid dropped on this solution. If the ergot 
contains a normal quantity of cornutine (0.12 to 0.25 per 
cent.), a zone of an intense blue color is produced. No 
color is produced, it is said, with ergot that is too weak. 


A New Test for Drinking Water.—H. Erd- 
mann, professor of applied chemistry at Halle, has de- 
vised what he claims to be a perfect and yet simple test 
for the presence of traces of nitrites in drinking water, 
which he describes in the Zeitschrift f. Angewandte 
Chemie. Chemically the new substance is amido-naph- 
thol-kappa-acid, but marketed in this country by Schering 
& Glatz under the trade-name of “ helthin ”’ in the form of 
0.5 Gm. tablets, accompanied by a solution of hydrochloric 
sulphanilic acid. The application is as follows: To 50 
Ce. of the water add 5 Cc. of a solution of 2 Gms. of crys- 
tallized sodium sulphanilate in 1,000 Cc. of water ren- 
dered acid with hydrochloric acid, set aside for ten min- 
utes (to prevent complete diazotizing to take place), then 
add 0.5 Gm. of sodium 1-amido-8-naphthol-4-6-disul- 
phonate. In the presence of nitrous acid a brilliant bor- 
deaux-red coloration will be produced which continues to 
increase in intensity for about one hour. For quantita- 
tive purposes this solution is compared in the usual man- 
ner with standard color solutions. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





American Journal of Pharmacy, February. 


The Chemistry of Ipecacuanha. By Dr. B. H. Paul 
and A. J. Cownley.—The authors give a historical account 
of the investigation of ipecac by chemists. Pelletier was 
the first to isolate the active constituents, and he gave 
the name Emetine to a product which was little more 
than an alcoholic extract. Subsequently in conjunction 
with Magendie he obtained a product of distinctly basic 
character whose composition was represented as corre- 
sponding with the formula C,,H,,NO,. This was three 
times as effective medicinally as the Emetine first ob- 
tained and included in the French Codex. Various meth- 
ods of preparing emetine were subsequently suggested by 
Callond, Merck, Reich and Leprat, but none of them fur- 
nished a perfectly pure and chemically individual sub- 
stance. Attention was directed to the Carthagena variety 
of ipecac by Leport in 1869, who made a comparative ex- 
amination of this with the Rio variety. He adopted the 
tannin method of precipitating the alkaloid, and arrived at 
the conclusion that the ipecac of New Granada (Cartha- 
gena) contained rather less alkaloid than that of Brazil 
(Rio), the relative amounts of tannate obtained being 
1.34 and 1.44 per cent. The subject was taken up later 
by Glénard, who demonstrated that the substances iso- 
lated by previous experimenters could not have been 
sufficiently purified. Analysis of the purified base ob- 
tained by Glénard gave the formula C,,H..NO,. Asa 
result of the question raised by Glénard as to the purity 
and individuality of the substance obtained by previous 
experimenters, a further paper was published by Leport 
and Wurtz, in which they suggested a method of prepar- 
ing emetine by mixing an aqueous solution of the alco- 
holic extract of ipecacuanha with a saturated solution of 
potassium nitrate. The washed precipitate of the nitrate 
which required 100 parts of water for solution was dis- 
solved in hot alcohol mixed with lime and, after evaporat- 
ing off the alcohol the dry residue was extracted with 
ether. The base was then further purified until almost 
colorless, and it was then assumed to be absolutely pure. 
Analyses corresponded with the formula C,,H,,N.O,. 
Analysis of the nitrate gave the formula C,,H,,N,O,, 
2NO,H. It seemed to be generally agreed upon that the 
bases operated upon in the experiments just described 
were impure, and this was pointed out by Podwyssotzki, 
who proposed to remove the impurity by means of ferric 
chloride. Some years after the alkaloid of ipecac was 
again submitted to investigation by Kunz, who adopted a 
modified form of the method of preparation suggested by 
Podwyssotzki, obtaining an amorphous and colorless 
product. Analysis of this gave numbers leading to the 
formula C,,H,,N,O;. The variety of ipecac experi- 
mented upon was not stated. Although it was recognized 
that ipecac might contain more than one alkaloid, no defi- 
nite conclusion was arrived at on this point. It is now 
well known that ipecac resembles cinchona bark, a prod- 
uct of the same natural order, containing at least three al- 
kaloids and probably other alkaloids in small proportions. 

Paul and Cownley observe that of the three alkaloids 
isolated by them one is uncrystallizable, but capable of 
forming salts which are crystallizable, though for the 
most part freely soluble. For this base they have re- 
tained the name emetine. The second alkaloid, named 
cephzline, is crystallizable, less soluble in ether than eme- 
tine, but freely soluble in alcohol or chloroform. The 
third alkaloid, termed psychotrine, has been isolated in 


only small quantity, and exists in the drug in very small 
relatively to emetine and cepheline. 


(Con- 


amount 
tinued. ) 


Practical Politics Applied to Pharmacy Legislation. 
By J. H. Beal.—This paper will be found in the AMERI- 
cAN Druccist for January 28. 


The X-Ray Analysis of Drugs. By M. P. Wilbert.— 
The author points out that the transparency of a sub- 
stance is closely related to its atomic weight and density. 
Vegetable substances offer little resistance to the passage 
of the X-rays. Drugs that have no organized cellular 
structure are well adapted for examination by the X-rays. 
Drugs like inspissated juices, gums and resins belong to 
this class. Opium and asafetida are illustrations of drugs 
that are frequently adulterated with substances that may 
be easily detected by means of the X-rays. Small stones 
and bullets are found in the first named and sand or clay 
in the second. Myrrh, quaiac, benzoin, aloes, scammony, 
galbanum and gamboge, all seem to contain foreign mat- 
ter, either added or carried along with the natural exuda- 
tion of the plant. The required technique for the exami- 
nation of drugs by means of the X-rays is described as 
simplicity itself. Having the necessary apparatus, all 
that is required is to look at the interference offered by 
the earthy materials as indicated on a fluorescent screen, 
or if a permanent record be desired the fluorescent screen 
is replaced with a photographic plate and exposed from 
ten to twenty seconds. Subsequent development will 
show at once whether or not any appreciable amount of 
foreign matter is present. 


Improvements in the Remington Pharmaceutical 
Stills. By J. Percy Remington, B.S. This describes im- 
provements in this well-known and popular still which 
make it even better adapted for druggists’ use than here- 
tofore. 


Memorials to American Pharmacists. By Fred. 
Hoffmann, Phil.D—The American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of its exist- 
ence at the forthcoming meeting in Philadelphia in 1902, 
and as a suitable form of commemoration of the event Dr. 
Hoffmann proposes the institution of a prize medal to be 
granted by the American Pharmaceutical Association in 
recognition of superior discoveries or literary accomplish- 
ments in the domains of theoretical and applied pharma- 
ceutical sciences and arts. By bearing the impress and 
names of eminent and distinguished men and perpetuating 
their memory, this form of commemoration has, says Dr. 
Hoffmann, been in use since antiquity. He instances 
among modern medals of this kind the Copley, Rumford, 
Davy, Hanbury, Flickiger and Pasteur medals. Dr. 
Hoffmann suggests as a means of fitly commemorating 
the semi-centennial of the A. Ph. A., the establishment 
of a Procter-Squibb medal, to bear on one side the relief 
portraits of Procter and Squibb, and their names and 
dates of birth and death, and on the other the emblem 
of the association and a proper device. 


Proposed Memorial to Prof. William Procter, Jr— 
The editor has obtained the views of a number of some 
of the leading members of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association in regard to a proposed memorial to Professor 
Procter. Letters appear from Professors Lloyd, Good, 
Prescott, Scarby and Beal. A majority of the corre- 
spondents favor the erection of an enduring monument in 
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bronze, though the foundation of a scholarship is received 
with favor. 


The Spatula, January. 


American Ginseng is the subject of an illustrated ar- 
ticle by Harlan P. Kelsey. Two figures are shown, one 
of the root, leaf, fruit and seed (poorly reproduced), and 
one showing the characteristically odd shape which the 
root sometimes assumes. The article appeared in ex- 
tenso as a letter to the editor in a former number of the 
AMERICAN DruccIist, the only new matter in this reprint 
being the cuts. 


The Regulation of Pharmacy in Great Britain is 
touched upon in a paper contributed by F. Pilkington 
Sargeant, Ph.C., principal of the Leeds College of Phar- 
macy, in which the bill of the Pharmaceutical Society of 
Great Britain for the regulation of the practice of phar- 
macy by corporate bodies, and the enforcement of a def- 
inite course of study on students preparing to qualify is 
described in detail and referred to as a masterpiece of di- 
plomacy. Although the bill will not satisfy that small 
portion of the craft who believe absolute annihilation of 
company pharmacy possible, yet it represents, according 
to Mr. Sargeant, the most favorable terms pharmacists 
are likely to get. The important feature of the bill is that 
it calls for efficient registration and the qualification of 
directors of corporations. The author concludes that if 
the trade will only stand together and support the Phar- 
maceutical Society for a year or two the next few years 
will see the craft in a better position than it has ever pre- 
viously enjoyed. 


Coloring for Soda Syrups, Confectionery, etc.—In the 
department of “ The Fountain and Its Accessories,” E. 
I’. White gives a number of formulas for colors that have 
the advantages of being non-toxic and tasteless, in the 
quantities that are required for coloring confectionery, 
syrups, etc. For blue indigo carmine is recommended 
and directions for its manufacture are given. Powder 
30 grains of best indigo in a large mortar or capsule, and 
then dry by means of a water bath. To the thoroughly 
dried powder add drop by drop four times its weight (2 
drachms), of fuming sulphuric acid. Cover the now 
swollen mass and set the capsule aside for twenty-four 
hours. At the end of this time add three fluid ounces of 
distilled water, a little at a time, stirring constantly, and 
then transfer the whole to a tall, narrow beaker or sim- 
ilar vessel, and let stand for four days, with occasional 
stirring. Neutralize exactly with sodium carbonate, be- 
ing careful to avoid any excess of the alkali. Filter the 
neutralized solution and evaporate to dryness in a water 
bath. The resultant powder is sodium sulphindigotate, 
and is known commercially as indigo-carmine. No better 
blue can be found than a solution of indigo carmine, using 
one-half ounce avoirdupois to one pint of water—Brown 
coloring is afforded best by caramel or burnt sugar. Car- 
amel is soluble in solutions containing less than 50 per 
cent. of alcohol. It should be used in the form of an 
aqueous solution, as the concentrated article is difficult 
of manipulation —Green may be made by combining blue 
and yellow or by the use of a tincture of grass. Tincture of 
grass is made by macerating two ounces of freshly cut 
lawn grass in one pint of alcohol for five days and filter- 
ing. The blue and yellow combination resulting in a 
green of the desired tint is conveniently formed by mak- 
ing an infusion of 180 grains of Spanish saffron in a half 
a pint of distilled water and adding solution of indigo- 
carmine until the desired color is obtained. A useful 


green color may be prepared by triturating one part of 
indigo-carmine with one-hundredth parts each of curcuma 
and sugar of milk.—Orange color is best produced by 
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combining yellow and red.—Purple is produced by judi- 


cious admixture of red with blue. Solution of litmus also 
affords a nice purple. Pour one pint of boiling water 
over two and a half ounces of powdered litmus and allow 
to stand one hour; filter and add three ounces of alcohol. 
A good color for violet essence or syrup.—/ted is afforded 
by solution of carmine [N. F.], tincture cochineal, coch- 
ineal color and tincture cadbear. For yellow use tincture 
ol curcuma, tincture of fustic and tincture of saffron. 


Pharmaceutical Era, January 17, 24 and 3}. 


Adulterations of Essential Oils—A reprint of a paper 
by Dr. Geo. R. Pancoast and Lyman F. Kebler in Ameri- 
can Journal of Pharmacy. The impelling motive to adul- 
teration—greed of gain—is pointed out, but it is noted 
that owing to our increasing knowledge of the chemistry 
of the turpenes and their derivatives, as well as a more or 
less complete knowledge of the composition of a number 
of the volatile oils, adulteration is on the wane. The 
adulterants still commonly used are named as the cheaper 
essential oils, turpentine, copaiba, cedarwood and gurgun 
balsam, alcohol and fixed and mineral oils. Methods of 
detecting the presence of these adulterants are given. 
The quantitative estimation of the constituents of essen- 
tial oils is recommended for some oils and a phenol deter- 
mination for others such as thyme. A list of oils with 
their common adulterants or impurities is given. 


Shop Notes and Dispensing Hints.—A paper contrib- 
uted by W. A. Dawson to the proceedings of the New 
York Pharmaceutical Association in June, 1900, and 
printed in the AMERICAN DruGGIsT and numerous con- 
temporary journals at the time. A rather belated publi- 
cation. 


The Preservation of Plants. By J. Wicliffe Peck.— 
The author recommends the use of a 5 per cent. solution 
of formaldehyde as the best means of preserving the nat- 
ural colors of the leaf, fruit and flowers of plants. 


Progress of Chemical Industries in the United States. 
—TIn an abstract from the address of the retiring presi- 
dent of the American Chemical Society, attention is di- 
rected to the requirements in the field of chemical indus- 
tries in the near future. Those who financially control 
the great industries fully appreciate the need of improve- 
ment in both processes and products. Young men who 
early prepare themselves by a broad and thorough educa- 
tion to meet the demand are those who will succeed in the 
industries and ultimately have a controlling interest in 
their management. Of the products classified as chem- 
icals, drugs and medicines, the United States imported 
during the year ending June 30, 1890, to the value of $41,- 
601,978, while for the year ending June 30, 1900, this 
value had become $52,931,055. Most of the materials rep- 
resented in these figures entered into consumption in in- 
dustries based wholly or in part upon the application of 
chemistry. Reference is made to the number of chemists 
actually at work in this country, and it is stated that two- 
thirds of the members of the American Chemical Society 
are engaged in technical work. It is stated that more than 
5,000 chemists are actually at work in the United States, 
and that 80 per cent. of these are connected with the in- 
dustries. 


Intrinsic Value of the Rare Metals.—In a translation 
from the Moniteur Industrial, of Paris, reprinted from 
the Literary Digest, the conditions governing the limited 
use of the rare metals in the industries are indicated. Thus 
vanadium, whose use is limited to coloring glass and to 
the preparation of indelible inks by admixture with ani- 
line, costs about $600 per pound. Uranium, used in the 
glass and porcelain industries and in the manufacture of 
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high grade steels is worth $90 a pound. Iridium, the 
hardest metal known, which is used to tip gold pens, is val- 
ued at $800 a pound. Palladium, preferred for use in the 
mountings of astrono.nical instruments, because it has the 
smallest efficient of dilatation, costs $500 per pound. The 
standard meter is made of palladium. Selenium, which 
has the curious property of losing its resistance to the 
electric current under the influence of light, is used in the 
telelectroscope and is worth $22 a pound. Lithium is a 
most expensive metal, costing $1,200 a pound. Molyb- 
denum is used in metallurgy, and is comparatively cheap, 
being quoted at $1.50 a pound. Tungsten, also used in 
metallurgy, is still cheaper at 80 cents a pound. 


Pharmaceutical Politics—The paper by J. H. Beal, 
read at the pharmaceutical meeting of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy, and printed in the last issue of the 
AMERICAN DruGcist. 

‘lorida’s Sponge Fisheries.—An investigation of the 
sponge industry in Florida is about to be made by the 
United States Government. This article consists of a 
popular account of the sponge fishing industry in which, it 
it stated, there is nearly $1,000,000 invested, and the an- 
nual value of the sponges taken varies from $500,000 to 
over $1,000,000. The different grades of sponges are 
mentioned, and the method of gathering the sponges 
briefly described. 

Book-keeping for Druggists—The increasing inter- 
est taken by druggists generally in the subject of proper 
book-keeping for druggists is indicated in a short article 
by G. F. Loar, of Lewiston, III., who describes the method 
followed in his own business. 

‘“ Corker’s Metamorphosis” is a piece of pharmaceu- 

tical fiction describing the business career of a young 
pharmacist, who was an honor graduate of a first-class 
college of pharmacy. Corker had a fad, like all drug- 
gists, and his was summed up in the words, “ Never buy 
anything you can save @ cent by making, and never push 
another man’s work, if you can sell your own.” His 
shelves were full of the “ Corker Remedies.” Corker 
might have remained in the retail drug business to the 
end of his days, but for a Canadian Archbishop, who had 
an attack of rheumatism while visiting relatives in Cor- 
ker’s town. ‘The relatives of the prelate prescribed Cor- 
ker’s liniment, which brought relief. The archbishop 
ordered a supply after he returned to Canada, his secre- 
tary writing to say that he experienced more speedy and 
permanent relief from the use of one bottle of Corker’s 
liniment than from any preparation he had previously 
used. A similar letter was received from another bishop, 
who had heard of the remedy through the first. A hard- 
headed Scotchman, the inventor of the McCash cockroach 
trap, who had “ backed ” Corker when he first went into 
business, advised the latter to branch out in the medicine 
business, and offered to do the advertising and look after 
the financing. A start was to be made with the two let- 
ters as testimonials. In a month’s time the “ Corker 
Remedies Co.” came into existence. The first year they 
sold more than a thousand gross of liniment and lost 
$2,000. The third year they made up the losses of the 
first two years, and continued to succeed ever after. Cor- 
ker was now fairly launched in the patent medicine busi- 
ness, and soon made a fortune. The moral of the story 
is not quite clear, but it may be found entertaining and 
suggestive reading for leisure moments. 


Drug Cultwre—Reprint of a paper read at a meeting 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, and published 
in the American Journal of Pharmacy. The paper was 
in the American Journal of Pharmacy for January. The 
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paper was abstracted in a previous number of the AMERI- 
CAN DrucoIst. 


Pharmaceutical Journal, January 5, 12, 19 and 26. 


Pharmacopaia Revision Notes.—Short practical notes 
likely to prove helpful in future Pharmacopeceia revison 
are being published. W. Lyon calls attention to the fact 
that while Easton’s syrup keeps unchanged during the 
colder portion of the year, it is liable to deposit in sum- 
mer weather, and he suggests increasing the percentage 
of phosphoric acid to 7.25 or 8.25, according to the pre- 
vailing temperature of particular sections of the country. 
Another point made by the author is in regard to the B. 
P. directions for preparing the syrup. The B. P. says: 
* In the resulting solution dissolve the strychnine and the 
quinine sulphate.” This should read, according to the 
author: ‘‘ Put the quinine sulphate and strychnine in wa- 
ter and mix them with 30 Cc. of distilled water, then add 
the solution of iron phosphate.” Solution is then rapid 
and easy, but if the quinine and strychnine are added dry 
to the acid solution the quinine forms into hard lumps 
which are only slowly dissolved. The same author com- 
ments on the exclusion from the Pharmacopceia of com- 
pound syrup of hypophosphites, while Easton’s syrup is 
allowed to remain.—Replying to the objection that the 
B. P. C. formula is unsatisfactory and does not keep well, 
Mr. Lyon says that with a slight modification it gives a 
syrup that is all that can be desired. If, instead of using 
2 drachms of hypophosphorous acid to each pint, as the 
B. P. C. formula directs, that quantity is reduced to 4% 
drachm, and 10 grains (to the pint) of citric acid added 
when the salts have been dissolved, the result is a fine 
bright syrup which keeps well.—Mr. Lyon also makes a 
plea for smplicity for a simpler official method of prepar- 
ing citrine ointment. The B. P. method is complicated ; 
but Mr. Lyon fails to suggest a better one.—No tests are 
given in the official monographs for determining the 
sources from which sapo animalis and sapo durus are ob- 
tained. The two varieties of soap can be distinguished 
readily, according to Edmund White, by the characters of 
the fatty acids. Thus, if the soap be dissolved in hot wa- 
ter and dilute sulphuric or hydrochloric acid be added un- 
til the liquid is acid to methyl orange, the sodium salts of 
the fatty acids are decomposed and the liberated fatty 
acids, on account of their lower specific gravity, rise to the 
surface. On allowing the mixture to cool, this layer of 
fatty acid solidifies and a determination of its melting 
point yields the necessary indication, since oleic acid melts 
at a much lower temperature than stearic acid—E. M. 
Holmes contributes a note on the histological tests of the 
B. P. It would in his opinion add considerably to the 
value of the histological tests for crude vegetable drugs 
and their powders if bibliographical references to reliable 
microscopic descriptions in published works were given. 
—In an additional note he recommends that the Pharma- 
copeeia should be distinctly stated, in the preface to the 
work, to be a standard for drugs and their preparations 
used in dispensing medicines only, for the reason that if 
the B. P. is taken as a standard of purity of all substances 
scld by the chemist, he might be prosecuted for selling 
them of other than B. P. strength. 


A Study of the Oiniments. By C. S. N. Hallberg, 
Ph.G.—This is a preliminary report on the subject of 
‘“Ointments ” for the Sub-Committee on “ Cerates and 
Allied Compounds ” of the United States Pharmacopceia 
Committee of Revision. The author, who is a well known 
member of the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
makes the statement that the British Pharmacopceia for- 
mule for ointments are superior to those of all other 
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pharmacopeeias. The ointments are classified according 
to their characteristics into (1) Protective : non-absorbent 
or epidermatic. (2) Emollient: nutritive, absorbent or 
endermatic. (3) Constitutional, systematic: absorptive 
or diadermatic. In the case of the non-absorbent class 
the official petrolatums afford the best vehicle. The ab- 
sorbent ointments take in the greatest range of fatty sub- 
stances used as vehicles. Lard, sometimes with an addi- 
tion of wax and oil, and, in the case of alkaloids, the use 
of oleic acid, affords the best vehicle. Cacao butter is 
named in this class as an elegant ointment vehicle; and, 
as a nutrient, the most effective vehicle is stated to con- 
sist of cod-liver oil. The ointments of the absorptive class 
comprise only such medicinal agents as are intended for 
systemic or constitutional effect. The vehicle indicated in 
these cases is purified and hydrated wool fat which pos- 
sesses this property in a high degree. 


The B. P. Formula for Glycerin of Boric Acid.—In a 
paper communicated at a meeting of the Pharmaceutical 
Society, held at Edinburgh on January 16, 1901, David 
Gilmour contends that this preparation is ‘objectionable 
both from the tediousness of the process of manufacture 
and its inelegant appearance. He states the aim of the 
B. P. process is to provide a closer chemical union of 
glyceryl borate, which is effected by heating first glycerin 
to a temperature not exceeding 302 degrees F., then grad- 
ually adding the boric acid and continuing to heat till the 
total weight is reduced from 15 to 10 ounces, water and ex- 
cess of glycerin being driven off. Mr. Gilmour would 
have nothing to say in the matter if the superiority of 
glyceryl borate over that of glycerin and boric acid was 
proved. He deems the process tedious and unnecessary 
because in the presence of water glyceryl borate is split 
up into its original constituents, and this happens when 
contact with the moisture in the throat [or other mucous 
surfaces] takes place. As regards its appearance and 
physical qualities, instead of being a soft, easily assimi- 
lated paste or cream it is practically a candy which can- 
not be handled without messing everything it comes into 
contact with. It fails of its purpose as a successful throat 
application owing to its viscosity. Having in mind the 
therapeutic value of boric acid, as free acid, he concludes 
that a simple solution in glycerin of the strength of one- 
fourth would make a satisfactory throat application. If 
on the other hand glyceryl borate is proved to have vir- 
tues not in the other, glycerin ought to be added till the 
strength is reduced to one-fifth. 


The Instability of Spirit of Nitrous Ether—The same 
author has investigated the keeping qualities of spirit of 
nitrous ether with a view of determining the conditions 
most favorable for stocking and preserving and comes 
to the conclusion that the direction given in the Pharma- 
copoeia is a safe guide—viz.: ** Preserve the spirit of ni- 
trous ether in well closed vessels, preferably in dark bot- 
tles, and in small bottles.” The favorable conditions ac- 
cording to Mr. Gilmour are a cool underground cellar 
with little daylight. The unfavorable conditions giving 
rise to rapid deterioration are a bright shop, too many win- 
dows, too much sunlight, and keeping in too large con- 
tainers. 


Liquid Extract of Cascara——In a paper read at a 
meeting of the Edinburgh branch of the Pharmaceutical 
Society, on January 16, Fraser McDiarmid discusses the 
specific gravity figures and the percentage figures for 
residue of the liquid extract of cascara of the British 
Pharmacopeeia. From his own experience he states that 
not less than 25 Gm. per 100 Cc. should represent the dry 
extractive yield of the preparation. As regards the spec- 
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ific gravity the author thinks it would be useless to sug- 
gest a figure until the amount of alcohol necessary for ex- 
traction and preservation has been definitely fixed. The 
author makes a plea for greater liberty in the choice of 
preservatives. Chloroform is useful and unobjectionable 
as a preservative, and the pharmacist at one of the largest 
London hospitals makes his liquid extract of ergot with 
chloroform water, not a drop of alcohol being contained in 
the finished preparation. The use of glycerin is favored 
as a preventative of the unsightly deposit which is some- 
times observed in liquid extract of cascara, and the point 
is made that it would not hinder or lessen the therapeutic 
effect of the preparation. 


An Apparatus for the Application of Gutzeit's 
Arsenic Test. By William Kirby, F.L.S., F.R.M.S.—The 
author fixes the sulphuretted hydrogen generated in car- 
rving out the Gutzeit test on 
substances containing interfering 
sulphur compounds by passing 
the gas through lead acetate so- 
\ lution contained in specially con- 
structed bulbs, as shown in the 
accompanying cut. The gas is 
generated in the flask, and 
traverses five bulbs, of which the 
three lower ones are half filled 
with 5 per cent. solution normal 
lead acetate; finally it reaches 
the small thistle head, which is 
covered with a filter paper cap 
bearing a dried drop of mercuric chloride solution (1 in 
20). The arsenical liquid is mixed with from 5 Ce. to 
10 Ce. of the purest redistilled hydrochloric acid, and 
the volume adjusted to a fixed quantity—say 4o Cc. ina 
150 Ce. flask. When the bulbs have been charged with 
the lead acetate solution, and the test paper fixed in posi- 
tion, a piece of rod zine of definite size—say 15 Mm., by 
5 Mm.—is intreduced, and the apparatus is put on one 
side for a greater or less time, at the discretion of the 
analyst. The third bulb containing the lead solution 
should not give signs of having its efficiency exhausted 
at the expiration of the test. 





The Botanical Source of Commercial Coca Leaves. 
sy E. H. Holmes, F.L.S. (Continued. )—Mr. Holmes 
has had an opportunity of examining a dried specimen of 
Erythroxylum Spruceanum, Bureck (E. tricvillense, 
Rusby) and finds it to agree closely with Dr. Rusby’s de- 
scription of the plant. Dr. Rusby’s description, however, 
says nothing about the inequality of the stamens, or the 
relative length of the stamens and style. But Burck’s 
description of the plant does not give evidence that Dr. 
Rusby’s plant agrees with it. The details mentioned by 
Burck may exist in Dr. Rusby’s plant, but if so, they are 
not mentioned by Rusby. Mr. Holmes observes that il- 
lustrations are not always to be depended on, and until 
it is known whether a long or short style is a character 
of importance, it is difficult to estimate the value of the 
differences that different illustrations of the coca plant 
present in this respect. He concludes that Dr. Rusby 
has done well to adopt the name E. truvillense for the 
E. spruceanum of Burck, and if he will add to his de- 
scription the relative length of the styles and the char- 
acter of the stamens as regards their relative length, a 
service will have been done to both botanical and phar- 
maceutical science in giving greater precision to the char- 
acter of the plants intended to be official in the various 
Pharmacopeeias, and to the limitations of the species of 
the plants that yield commercial coca. Mr. Holmes 
states with regard to Dr. Rusby’s observation that the 
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leaves of Erythroxydon noro-granatense are not found 
in American commerce, and that they are probably met 
with in Great Britain under the name of Truxillo coca, 


that it “* lacks confirmation.” 


Pharmacy in Scotland: A Retrospect. By David 
Harley.—A continuation of the paper describing the con- 
dition of Scottish pharmacy during the past three cen- 
turies. 


Rubber, Its Origin and Sources. By Geo. F. Branch. 
—In a paper presented to the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Cape Colony, December 15, 1900, the author names 
the sources of Para rubber, and describes the appearance 
of the trees. The best districts for the Hevea species are 
undoubtedly along the banks-of all the tributaries of the 
River Amazon and around Para. The rubber tree bear- 
ing area of this district is estimated at 1,000,000 square 
miles. As much as one ton of rubber has been obtained 
from a hundred adult trees in these districts. The meth- 
ods of collecting the latex are described interestingly as 
also the means employed to effect coagulation. The as- 
say of India rubber is effected as follows: About 50—100 
Gm. of crude rubber is cut into fine sheets and freed 
from all mechanical impurities by thorough maceration in 
water, and finally dried at 80 to 90 degrees, weighed and 
loss of weight equals foreign impurities present; 5 to 10 
Gm. of the dried rubber is then packed in a Soxhlet ap- 
paratus, and thoroughly exhausted with acetone, in which 
<aoutchouc resin is completely soluble; the acetone is 
then evaporated, and the residue weighed equals the 
amount of resin, the undissolved portion being caoutchouc 
in a pure state. Pure caoutchouc can be prepared by tak- 
ing a saturated solution of rubber in chloroform, and 
pouring into a large volume of methylated spirit, the resin 
remains in solution, but the caoutchouc is precipitated. 
The source, composition and properties of gutta percha 
are mentioned, and the paper concludes with a descrip- 
tion of the impurities in India rubber. 


Veterinary Notes——The effects of salted roads on 
horses are described and a remedy for mud fever is sug- 
gested. A I in 500 solution of chinosol in water, with 
5 per cent. of glycerin, is recommended as a local applica- 
tion. Chinosol is considered superior to potassium per- 
manganate, as it does not decompose in the presence of 
glycerin. For a poor man’s horse an alternative applica- 
tion is suggested in a lotion of liquid plumbi one part, 
oleum lini ten, applied once a day. Cracked heels are 
treated with astringents like dried alum and zinc oxide 
equal parts. Exercise must be insisted upon.  Oint- 
ments are seldom suitable applications. Coronitis is 
treated with warm fomentations, sedative lotions as ext. 
belladonne, rubbed down with glycerin; and internally 
small doses of aloin if the constitutional condition of the 
animal will permit. Chronic villitis is best treated by a 
prolonged rest in a wet marsh. 


British and Colonial Druggist, January 13, 18 and 25. 


Arsenic in Common Articles——The discovery that ar- 
senic in beer is derived from the use of glucose prepared 
with impure sulphuric acid has prompted an investigation 
of a number of commonly used articles of which sugar or 
glucose might be constituents. The investigation was in- 
stituted by the Lancet, and the results, according to the 
editor of the British and Colonial Druggist, are some- 
what reassuring. No trace of arsenic was discovered in 
any of the sweetmeats or lemonade examined, but distinct 
evidence of arsenic was found in some samples of Glau- 
ber’s salt. 


Victorian Pharmacy.—The editors review the prog- 
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ress in pharmacy and the allied sciences during the reign 
of Queen Victoria. When Her Majesty ascended the 
throne three pharmacopceias were official, those of Lon- 
don, Edinburgh and Dublin. The need of a single stand- 
ard for medicine throughout the Kingdom had long been 
realized, but it was not until 1864 that the first British 
Pharmacopoeia made its appearance.’ The introduction 
of what is called “ elegant pharmacy” is touched upon, 
and the earlier new remedies named. Cascara and coca 
are referred to as perhaps the two most important addi- 
tions to vegetable materia medica during the past half cen- 
tury. The number of proprietary medicines in 1837 was 
very small. In the year the amount of duty yielded by 
the medicine stamp was £30,495; for the year ending 
March 31, 1900, it reached £288,777 4s. 6d. The license at 
the beginning of the reign was £2 2s. per annum. It was 
reduced in 1867 to 10os., and in 1875 to 5s. 


The Pharmacist of the “ Maine.”—An interesting ac- 
count is given of the hospital ship “ Maine,” which was 
the gift of a citizen of the United States—Bernard Bar- 
ker, president of the Atlantic Transport Company, of Bal- 
timore—to Great Britain soon after the outbreak of the 
Boer War. The services of the “ Maine” are told in an 
interesting manner, and the account is embellished with a 
portrait of the chief apothecary, Albert O. Spotts, a grad- 
uate of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, and for 
some time in the employ of F. Haas, Fifth avenue and 
Thirty-ninth street. Mr. Spotts had as assistant Her- 
bert Haigh, a graduate of the New York College of Phar- 
macy. Mr. Spotts sailed for the United States on Janu- 
ary 24, on the “ Minneapolis.” 


Chemist and Druggist, January 5, 12, 19 and 26. 


Examination of Arsenical Sublimates.—M. H. Stiles, 
F.R.M.S., Ph.C., describes a method for the microscopical 
examination of the arsenical sublimate which avoids 
breakage of the tube and possible loss of sublimate. 


The Detection of Arsenic. A paper by A. H Allen, 
reprinted from the Chemical News.—After reviewing the 
various methods that have been adopted by analysts dur- 
ing the recent arsenical beer scare in England he declares 
himself in favor of a modified form of Reinsch’s test, in 
which provision is made for the reduction of the arsenic 
to the arsenious condition. He first purifies the hydro- 
chloric acid employed by distilling off about one-tenth, 
this fraction containing the minute trace of arsenic orig- 
inally present. He operates on 100 Cc. of the beer, and, 
as a preliminary treatment to eliminate sulphites, adds 
hydrochloric acid and a little bromine water, and boils the 
liquid for a few minutes. To obviate the difficulty caused 
by the fact that arsenic only responds to Reinsch’s test 
after prolonged boiling, and in the presence of much acid, 
a little solution of cuprous chloride in hydrochloric acid is 
next added, which reduces the arsenic to the arsenious 
condition. On now introducing about one square centi- 
meter of copper-foil, and boiling, any arsenic is promptly 
deposited on the copper. This process has the advantage 
that the arsenic is actually seen and identified as such. 


Pharmacy in Scotland: A Retrospect.—Presidential 
address to the Edinburgh Chemists’, Assistants’ and Ap- 
prentices’ Association, by David Harley. (Continued.) 


Commercial Glucose. By H. S. Coupland.—The 
author mentions as occasional impurities of commercial 
glucose sulphurous acid and arsenic. The latter intro- 
duced through impure sulphuric acid used in making glu- 
cose from starch or celulose. 


Tincture of Kino. By Mr. Hill—The gelatiniza- 
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tion of this tincture is due, says the author, to a loss of 
menstruum by evaporation. 


The Quality of Fluid Extract of Cascara, B. P.— 
George F. Merson, F.C.S., has examined a number of 
samples and found them to vary to some extent both in 
respect of specific gravity, dry extractive as well as al- 
cohol content. He concludes that an average liquid ex- 
tract of cascara, B. P. should have: 

(1) Sp. gr. at 60 degrees F. approximately 1.0615 ; 

(2) Should yield from 23.5 to 25 Gms. dry extract 
per 100 Cc.; 

(3) And contain about 19.25 per cent. absolute alcohol 
by volume. 

Stability of Ipecac Preparations.—The results of some 
recent experiments to determine the stability of the offi- 
cial galenical preparations of ipecac, made by H. Wippell 
Gadd, do not bear out the somewhat prevalent belief in 
their instability. 


Vermifuge Treatment of Horses —‘* M. R. C. V.S” 
describes the various parasites which infest the organs of 
the horse and gives remedial treatment. 


Three Troublesome Prescriptions—W. G. Stratton 
calls attention to the following prescription: 
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This was sent out as a slightly cloudy mixture, but 
complaint was made that it was incorrectly dispensed as it 
differed from that which had been obtained at another es- 
tablishment. A few experiments showed that the mix- 
ture had been badly compounded. If the tinctures and 
spirit of chloroform are mixed and then added to 4% 
ounces of chloroform water a comparatively clear mixture 
is obtained, while if the tinctures and spirits are added one 
by one to the water, the result is a muddy mixture from 
which a light sediment is rapidly deposited. The next 
prescription looks simple but requires some skillful man- 
ipulation to dispense properly : 
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Liq. plumbi subacet. dil..... Soe Ane ee 3iv 


M. et ft. lotio. 

Mindererus’ spirit is strongly impregnated with carbon 
dioxide when fresh and on mixing the above the lead is 
completely precipitated as carbonate, unless the precau- 
tion is taken to boil off all the gas from the spirit before 
adding the solution of lead. The third prescription is for 
an ointment which a well known English pharmacist was 
accustomed to set each new assistant to make up: 
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The attempts of some of the newcomers to dispense the 
above were ludicrous, as in no way can the liq. plumbi 
be incorporated and a creamy product obtained, unless the 
dispenser starts by mixing the eight drops of creosote 
with the vaseline. The oxide of zinc, calamine and red 
oxide of mercury, all in the finest powder, should then be 
added, and when these are thoroughly incorporated the 
lq. plumbi should be stirred in in small quantities at a 
time, each portion being thoroughly mixed before the next 
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portion is added. The product is a beautiful flesh-col- 


ored cream. 

Veterinary Notes are continued, and “ M. R. C. V. 
S.” treats of mud fever and other skin trouble, giving the 
appropriate treatment. In the number for January 19 
attention is called to the remedies for maggots. The 
Board of Agriculture issues a pamphlet containing the es- 
sential facts respecting the warble-maggot and its meth- 
ods of propagation, and it is suggested that extracts from 
this pamphlet would form good matter on a label for a 
specialty. As a dressing for store cattle mercurial oint- 
ment is recommended. 


The Death of Queen Victoria.—A heavily bordered 
mourning page is given up to an account of the departed 
Queen’s relations with pharmacy in Great Britain. Until 
Queen Victoria came to the throne in 1837 the calling of 
chemist and druggist had not been recognized in any 
way, and was still an unorganized body. The Queen ap- 
pointed a pharmacist on her staff, and on February 18, 
1843, she granted a charter to the Pharmaceutical Society 
of Great Britain. 

The New Pharmacy Law of New York State is the 
subject of editorial comment, it being remarked, after a 
review of its main provisions, that the law is one of the 
most thorough dealing with pharmacy that exist in the 
United States, and it replaces a condition of affairs in 
New York State which was practically chaos. The con- 
ditions of practice are referred to as closely resembling 
the conditions which have so long obtained in France and 
Germany. 

English Prescription Pharmacies Described.—This is 
a lengthy illustrated article giving an account of the ar- 
rangements requisite in the pharmacy for the art of dis- 
pensing, with notes of visits to some leading dispensing 
houses. It is a suggestive and interesting article which 
will repay perusal in its entirety by American pharma- 
cists. Some of the establishments described are of con- 
siderable historic interest. 


Analysis of Camphorated Oil. By J. F. Liverseege, 
Ph.G., F.C.S.—The author describes a number of experi- 
ments made to determine the quantity of camphor in lini- 
ment of camphor by the use of the polariscope, and pub- 
lishes tables of results. The methods of detecting the 
substitution of mineral oil and the cheaper vegetable oils 
for olive oil are described. Sesame oil was detected by 
the high sp. gr. and iodine value ; peanut by the high titre 
of the fatty acids and by the somewhat high iodine value ; 
colza by the high iodine value and by the low saponifica- 
tion value and titre of fatty acids. Mineral oil is readily 
detected by its fluorescence and by the insolubility of the 
camphorated oil prepared by it in acetic acid. The altera- 
tion in the percentage of camphor contained in camphor; 
ated oil as made with olive oil by the B. P. process, as a 
result of keeping, was found by the author to be very 
slight. 

Digitalis and Its Active Principles—The extreme 
confusion regarding the nature and therapeutic activity 
of the various active principles of digitalis is emphasized 
in a note on two papers presented to the International 
Congress of Medicine held in Paris. Sir Lauder Brunton 
asserts that the activity of digitalis is due to the presence 
of digitalin, digitalein and digitoxin. The action of 
these three bodies is very similar, and differs only in de- 
gree. M. Joanin claims that in the great majority of 
cases where digitalis treatment does not yield a satisfac- 
tory result this is due to the following causes: (a), To the 
use of defective preparations, such defects being due to 
the varying nature of the drug itself as dependent on time 
and locality of gathering, and also to adulteration of the 
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plant with foreign plants; (b), to the employment of 
substances passing as identical, and as the immediately 
active principles of the plant, but which are prepared in 
entirely different methods; (c), to the indiscriminate use 
of the same name for entirely different products of com- 
merce. The only means to avoid the trouble is to estab- 
lish some uniform rules for the preparation and examina- 
tion of the constituents of the drug. With regard to 
the active principles, it is absolutely necessary to adopt a 
uniform terminology for the various substances, and to 
establish fixed methods for their preparation. 


Apotheker-Zeitung, January 9 and 16, 


The Adulteration of Asafetida. G. Frerichs some 
time ago received from a druggist a sample of asafetida 
in mass, weighing about 150 Gms. This mass was found 
to contain an admixture of shining crystals which varied 
in size from that of a pea to that of a bean. On examina- 
tion it was found that these crystals consisted of natural 
calespar (calcium carbonate occurring in the form of hex- 
agonal crystals). The amount of this foreign substance 
constituted at least seventy per cent. of the drug. The 
gum-resin was, however, of good quality and quite fresh. 
The fact that fresh fractures of the drug showed the pres- 
ence of the same crystals indicates that the adulteration 
had taken place in the country whence it was exported. It 
is astonishing that so flagrant an adulteration should have 
escaped the notice of the wholesale dealers, and should 
have found its way to the retail druggist. The author 
asks that readers who have met with similar samples of 
adulterated asafetida will publish their observations. 


A Noteworthy Adulteration of Asafetida.—F. Zernik 
saw a sample of asafetida in a country drug store, and his 
attention was attracted by the presence of crystalline 
masses embedded in the gum-resin. The general appear- 
ance of the sample corresponded to the usual look of 
asafetida in tears, and the masses could be fairly easily 
kneaded after having been held for a while in the warm 
hand. The crystals varied in size, some reaching that of 
a pea or bean, and the masses were found to be of two 
kinds—one consisted of monoclinic prisms, which corre- 
sponded in their external appearance to that of double 
calespar and were transparent—the other of amorphous 
masses of earthy character, showing here and there the 
presence of crystals. The masses were subjected to qual- 
itative analysis. It was found that the crytals consisted 
of calcium carbonate with an admixture of magnesium 
carbonate and traces of iron and chlorine. The earthy 
parts were found to have the same composition as the 
crystals, and, in addition, to contain traces of strontium 
sulphate and a little aluminium. On treating a sample of 
the drug with boiling alcohol, according to the method of 
testing prescribed in the “ Arzneibuch IV,” the author 
obtained a residue of insoluble matter constituting thirty- 
five per cent. of the sample. The Pharmacopceia allows 
fifty per cent. of such residue. On the other hand, on 
evaporating the alcohol and on reducing the whole to 
ashes there was thirteen per cent. of mineral matter, while 
the Pharmacopeeia allows only ten per cent. The orig- 
inal theory that the crystalline masses were added to the 
gum-resin with the intention of adulterating the drug was 
therefore not absolutely proven. It is possible that these 
crystals were accidental admixtures from the earth which 
surrounded the stumps of ferula. The origin of the drug 
could not be traced. 


Adulteration of Asafetida. By W. Brandes.—An 
adulteration similar to that to which Frerichs referred in 
the issue of January 9 has been recorded by Cesar and 
Lorentz in their annual report, issued September, 1804. 
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These observers received a quantity of asafetida in orig- 
inal packages. The consignment was supposed to contain 
pure asafetida in loose tears, but on examination it was 
found that, in addition to the tears of gum-resin, the 
boxes contained a large number of little stones which re- 
sembled the drug very closely. On analysis the latter 
were also found to consist of calcspar, but they had been 
covered by a thin layer of the gum-resin in order to give 
them the appearance and feel of the actual tears, and in 
order to destroy their natural crystalline brightness and 
their white color. 


Pharmaceutische Zeitung, December 22 and 26, 1900. 


The Testing of Blood Preparations. By Dr. Auf- 
recht—The majority of blood preparations in the mar- 
ket are prepared by defibrinating the blood of an animal 
by means of the centrifuge, removing the fat by means 
of ether and by evaporating in vacuo. They occur as 
fine brownish red powder, or small tablets of the same 
color, or as a syrupy liquid of cherry red color. 

The following rules are given by the author for the 
estimation of the value of these preparations: They must 
not have a disagreeable odor nor a marked taste. The 
dry preparations must not contain more than 6 per cent. 
of moisture, as a greater amount of fluid induces decom- 
position. If the preparation has a foul odor, or a bitter, 
sharp taste, or appears changed in color, light brown, or 
is covered with mould, it is to be rejected as injurious to 
health. The use of coloring matters and of preservatives 
should be considered as signs of defective products. 
Bacteriologic examinations are of value chiefly in deter- 
mining the presence or absence of pathogenic micro- 
organisms, showing that the blood of sick animals has not 
been used in the manufacture of the preparation. 

The following tests may be made as regards chemical 
constitution: (1) The amount of hemoglobin. In pure 
preparations there should be 12 to 13 per cent. of oxy- 
hzmoglobin. A smaller percentage points to an admix- 
ture of adulterants. (2) The amount of ash should not 
exceed 4.5 per cent. A higher percentage speaks of ad- 
mixtures of salt, etc. (3) The amount of iron and of 
phosphorus should be as follows in 100 Gms. of pure dry 
blood preparations: Iron, 0.24 to 0.25 Gm.; phosphoric 
acid, 0.18 to 0.19 Gm. There should also be 0.06 Gm. 
of calcium and 3.2 to 3.5 Gms. of sodium chloride. 

The following methods of testing these preparations 
are recommended: (1) Pure hemoglobin is soluble in 20 
parts of water with a slight residue. If the latter exceeds 
0.02 Gm., there are probably adulterants, such as starch, 
sugar, etc. (2) Spectroscopic examination will show the 
absorption bands of oxy and meth-hemoglobin. (3) The 
1 to 20 watery solution if mixed with equal volumes of 
strong alcohol will separate into two layers after twenty- 
four hours. The precipitate should be light red and finely 
granular. The presence of large flocculi points to the 
admixture of albumin, starch, etc. The supernatant fluid 
should be clear, light yellow Other colors point to the 
presence of coloring matter. (4) The solution should 
coagulate when heated on a water bath. The filtrate must 
show a light yellow color. Other colors point to the pres- 
ence of coloring matter. Dark red shows that the prepara- 
tion has partly decomposed, and that peptones have 
formed. The filtrate must not have an alkaline reaction 
(presence of alkalies in order to produce a vivid red 
color), nor must it give positive results: with tests for 
boric or salicylic acid. When evaporated the solution 
must not give a sticky residue (presence of dextrin, 
gums, etc.). Shaken with ether it must not give evi- 
dences of the presence of fat. 


The Occurrence of Formaldehyde in Plants. By Dr. 
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\. Josopait—This is a contribution to the controversy 
raised by Bokorny as to the question whether formalin 
exists in living plants. ‘The present author tries to show 
that plants which have parts which contain chromato- 
plasm contain formaldehyde. He explains the formation 
of this substance in the metabolism of the plant as fol- 
lows: The primary product of assimilation in the plant is 
H,CO, and not CO,, because the carbonic dioxide unites 
with the water of the protoplasm to form carbonic acid. 
When the oxygen elimination begins this carbonic acid 
becomes H,CO,, the secondary product of assimilation, 
formic acid, which can easily be demonstrated in plants. 
As the elimination of oxygen continues, and this process 
goes on all the time, there is left COH,, or formaldehyde. 
‘The fact that it is difficult to demonstrate this substance 
in plant tissue is due to the ease with which formaldehyde 
polymerizes and condenses. It is not impossible, there- 
fore, that Polacci (though it appears incredible to Bokor- 
ny), has actually found formaldehyde in plants that have 
chromatophores. 

Concerning Cacao-Butter. By Dr. Karl Dieterich.— 
The differences in opinion existing as regards the con- 
stitution of cacao-butter are to be referred to the fact that 
some investigators used the expressed oil, others the ex- 
tracted oil for examination. The normal constitution 
of cacao-butter, as given by Filsinger, is based upon the 
examination of the absolutely pure product, while the 
data which resulted from the examination of numerous 
samples in the Helfenberg laboratory by the author are 
based upon analyses of the commercial product, although 
the latter was what is considered pure in the ordinary 
sense of the word. The melting point of cacao-butter 
has now been fixed in the new edition of the German 
Pharmacopeeia as 33 degrees C. Eugen Dieterich gave 
it as 35 a number of years ago in the Helfenberg Annals, 
but this figure is probably too high, although Braithwaite 
gave the figure 34 as late as 1897. As regards the iodine 
figures the author has already pointed out in an address 
before the pharmaceutical society in Berlin that the Phar- 
macopeeial process has certain defects. In the first place, 
the unstable solution of Huebl is prescribed, and in the 
second place too large quantities of iodine are used. He 
recommends Waller’s solution for this purpose. The 
next edition of the Pharmacopceia should also contain 
directions for the determination of the acids and of the 
co-efficient of saponification in cacao-butter. The author 
refers to Wellman’s article in the Pharmazeutische Zeit- 
ung, No. 99, 1900, for further details as to the examina- 
tion of cacao-butter: 

The Quantitative Estimation of Morphine by Reduc- 
tion with Silver Nitrate. By C. Reichard.—The fact 
that salts of morphine, even in dilute solutions, reduce 
weak solutions of silver nitrate, forming heavy, metallic 
gray or black precipitates of silver, was utilized by the 
author in devising a new method of quantitative analysis 
for morphine. The bromide, iodide and hydrochlorate 
of morphine are, of course, not suitable for this reaction. 
If the two solutions employed in this reaction be very 
dilute the mixture remains perfectly clear for a time. 
After a few hours, however, one notes a distinct cloudi- 
ness due to the suspension of particles of silver, which 
disappears again on standing quietly for a while. If very 
dilute solutions be heated to the boiling-point there will 
he no immediate precipitation. It is recommended that 
the solutions of morphine salts and of silver nitrate be 
not too dilute, so that the silver which is precipitated 
in such reaction be conveniently large for weighing and 
quantitative determination. The heavy metallic powder 
is then carefully filtered out and quickly dried at 130-150 
degrees C., after having been washed on the filter with 
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boiling water. The whole residue is then reduced to 
ashes and weighed. The weight found is a measure of 
the amount of morphine contained in the solution. If 
we are dealing with the hydrochlorate the process must 
be somewhat modified. A solution of silver nitrate is 
added to one of morphine hydrochlorate, and silver chlor- 
ide is formed, together with metallic silver. The mixture 
is filtered, washed on the filter and the silver chloride is 
removed from the filter by adding a few drops of am- 
monia when the filtrate no longer reacts to sodium chlor- 
ide. The metallic silver is now left on the filter and noth- 
ing prevents the continuation of the process. If we have 
to deal with solutions of morphine, bromide or iodide, 
however, the difficulty is greater, for silver bromide and 
iodide are but very slightly soluble in ammonia. We 
may use a solution of sodium hyposulphate, however, in- 
stead of the ammonia. 

The process is of especial interest when one has other 
organic bases in addition to morphine in the solution to 
be examined. The method here described may be pur- 
sued without separating these substances, as but few alka- 
loids are capable of reducing silver nitrate. It may also 
be noted that, too, concentrated solutions should be 
avoided in working with this method. The reason for 
this is that the reaction splits silver nitrate into its con- 
stituents, silver and nitric acid. The latter is very effi- 
cient, even under ordinary conditions, as a solvent for 
metallic silver, but the more so in the nascent state. In- 
stead of weighing the precipitate, we may use one of the 
volumetric methods. If the amount of metallic silver in 
a silver nitrate solution is known beforehand the amount 
used in the reaction may be measured, the unused part of 
the solution being determined by sodium chloride. The 
figures tc be used in this process are as follows: 303 parts 
of crystallized morphine (C,,;H,,NO, + H.O) are equal 
to 340 parts of silver nitrate, or 216 parts of metallic sil- 
ver. The reaction which takes place in the reduction of 
the silver is as follows: 

. _. “OH 
Cir.HuNO out 2AgNO; = C,,HiiNO;+2A¢+2HNOs. 


Pharmaceutische Post, January 6 and 13, 


Proceedings of the Section on Pharmacy of the Sev- 
enly-second Meeting of German Naturalists and Phy- 
sicians in Atr-la-Chapelle—A report of the papers read 
at this meeting and an outline of the discussions. One 
of the most important communications read was a paper 
by Professor Kobert concerning the examination and 
testing of newer remedies. He recommends that a State 
Institute for the testing of remedies be established in 
the center of the country, and that all new remedies ‘be 
referred to a set of experts for experimentation and for 
chemical and physiologic testing. The manufacturers 
should not be compelled to submit their remedies for test- 
ing in the institute, but the matter should be purely volun- 
tary. The institute should also gather information con- 
cerning new remedies and publish it in the form of an 
annual report. Abstracts of the principal papers pre- 
sented were published in the AMertcAn Drucarst for 
October 22, 1900, page 247, and for November 12, page 
270. 


The Quinologists of the Nineteenth Century. By A. 
Tschirch—An address read at the Ninth International 
Pharmaceutical Congress in Paris. It is a remarkable 
fact that the study of a single drug—cinchona—gave birth 
to the science of parmacognosy, which now concerns it- 
self with every known vegetable substance used in med- 
icine. The “ quinologists ”—i. ¢., the investigators who 
devoted themselves to the study of cinchona bark—were 
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the pioneers of pharmacognosy. Quinology reached its 
acme in the seventies of the nineteenth century, and the 
botanical congress in Amsterdam in 1877 established a sep- 
arate section—that of cinchona barks. The membership 
of this section included all the quinologists of Europe who 
were living at the time. There was Howard of England, 
de Vrij, Haskari, Rijk and Oudemans of Holland, G. 
Planchon of France, Weddel of Austria, Phoebus, Kerner, 
and Jobst of Germany, and Schaer of Switzerland. 
Flueckinger alone was prevented by circumstances be- 
yond his control from being present at the gathering. The 
history of the discovery of the antifebrile properties of 
cinchona bark is well known. In the present article the 
author gives a most interesting historical sketch of the 
science of quinology and of the labors of the devotees of 
this branch of botany. (Continued.) 

The Quinologists of the Nineteenth Century. By A. 
Tschirch. (Continued.)—After having given an account 
of the early history of cinchona, beginning with the story 
of the beautiful Anna de Osoria, Countess of Cinchon, 
after whom the powdered drug was styled polvo de la 
condessa, or pulvis comitissae (the countess’ powder), 
and with the Procurator-General of the Jesuits, Cardinal 
Juan de Lugo, who labored earnestly in favor of the in- 
troduction and general use of cinchona, and after giving 
an account of the early quinologists, such as Jussieu, Con- 
damine, Ruiz and Pavon, Mutis, Ulloa, Restrepo, Caldas, 
Zea, v. Bergen, and Lambert, the author passes on to the 
consideration of the history of quinology in the nineteenth 
century, of which he gives a most interesting account. 

A Gigantic Pharmaceutical Establishment in America. 
By Dr. E. Grebe, of St. Louis, Mo.— Under this title the 
author gives a description of the well-known house of the 
Meyer Brothers Drug Company in St. Louis, Mo. 

Concerning Eigons. By J. Mindes, Ph.M.—Eigons 
are compounds of iodine or bromine with albumin. They 
were placed on the market by the Chemical Works, at 
Helfenberg, and are prepared according to a formula de- 
vised by Karl Dieterich. They are said to be stable com- 
pounds and to contain considerable proportions of iodine 
and of bromine respectively. The number of albuminous 
bodies containing iodine which have been offered to the 
profession during the past few years is certainly large, and 
their origin is to be sought in the reputation which thyroid 
extract has gained. Thus the albuminates of iodine have 
been used as substitutes for thyroiodine, or as substitutes 
for the inorganic iodides of potassium and sodium which 
manifest certain untoward effects due to the potassium 
or sodium. Such substitutes are the eigons. 

(1) Iodine-eigon, or iodide of albumin is a light 
brown, odorless and almost tasteless powder, insoluble in 
water, stable in composition, and containing about twenty 
per cent. of iodine. On examination the author found 
that the preparation did not contain any free iodine. The 
taste of this preparation is certainly more agreeable than 
that of potassium iodide. 

(2) lodine-eigon-sodium, or sodium iodide of albu- 
min. A nearly white, odorless and practically tasteless 
powder, containing about fifteen per cent. of iodine in 
chemical combination with albumin (not with sodium), 
fairly well soluble in cold, more easily in warm water. 
The solutions are neutral in reaction. According to 
Dieterich’s method of preparation the union of the iodide 
of albumin with sodium is effected by heating the former 
with caustic soda solution for a considerable length of 
time, so that the iodide of albumin combines with the so- 
dium salt. Thus the iodine in this preparation must be in 
chemical combination with the albumin and not with the 
sodium. 


(3) Pepto-iodine-eigon or peptone-iodine. This prep- 











aration corresponds in most respects to those already de- 
scribed, and has the additional advantage of being easily 
borne by the stomach because it is predigested. 

Experiments on animals showed that rabbits bear con- 
siderable quantities of iodine eigons without any disturb- 
ances. Potassium iodide is eliminated in the urine two 
hours after ingestion, while the pepto-eigon in the same 
doses appears in the urine four hours after administra- 
tion. lodine-eigon is an efficient substitute for iodoform 
in surgery. Internally, as a substitute for iodides of po- 
tassium or sodium it may be given in doses of 0.6 to 2.0 
Gms. dissolved in water, or in the form of tablets, or with 
extract of malt, wine or syrup. The eigons are especial- 
ly valuable in the treatment of syphilis, for they do not af- 
fect the stomach as do the inorganic bodies. _Iodine- 
eigon-sodium may also be used as a caustic and astringent, 
in ulcers of the cornea (one to two per cent. ointments or 
two to five per cent. aqueous solutions), and in prostatic 
hypertrophy (two to four per cent. suppositories ). 

Bromine-eigons (bromine-eigon, and _ pepto-bro- 
mine-eigon) are analogous albumin compounds with bro- 
mine. Experimental studies showed that the organic 
compounds of bromine were eliminated less rapidly than 
the inorganic bromides. This speaks for a more contin- 
uous action in the body. The bromine-eigons have been 
used with success in epilepsy, sleeplessness, and in other 
conditions in which bromides are indicated. As regards. 
the amount of iodine 1 Gm. of bromine-eigon is equiv- 
alent to 0.12 bromine, while 0.5 Gm. of potassium bro- 
mide is equal to 0.33 of bromine, and yet the former is 
more efficient as regards action than the inorganic com- 
pound. The bromine-eigons may also be used externally 
in the treatment of wounds in combination with the 
iodine-eigons; also in coryza, and in venereal diseases. 
The preparations of bromine and eigon are also obtain- 
able in tablets, or they may be given in the form of sup- 
positories, or in combination with iron and manganese as 
Liquor Ferro-Mangani-Bromo-Peptonati. 


The Imperial University Tung-Wen-Kwan in Pe- 
king. By Dr. Convall Spazier—This university was 
founded by the Chinese Emperor Kwang-Su, who paid 
with his throne for the privilege of establishing this in- 
stitution on a footing analogous to that of the European 
universities, so far as organization was concerned. The 
author was unable to obtain any information concerning 
the fate of the Imperial University during the recent trou- 
ble in China, and the present report concerns its condition 
before the new charter was granted by the Emperor in 
1899, against great opposition from the court party. The 
university is under the supervision of the Tsung-li- Yamen, 
or Supreme Council of the Chinese Empire and of the 
Director-General of Customs, Sir Robert Hart. The 
president was C. H. Oliver, who also lectured on geog- 
raphy and physics. Sir M. Russel was professor of 
astronomy and mathematics, and C. Stuhlmann, professor 
of chemistry and allied sciences. Special attention was 
given to the study of languages, and professorships of 
German, Russian, English, French and Japanese were es- 
tablished. The incumbents of these chairs were officials 
of the various nations who were stationed in the capital 
of the Celestial Empire. Chinese language, literature, 
theology and moral philosophy, including the teachings of 
Confucius, Tao, etc., composed important parts of the 
curriculum. At the end of 1898 there were 150 students, 
most of whom boarded in the buildings of the university. 
A number of scholarships were available for poor stu- 
dents. Examinations were held every month, and at the 
end of the year the principal examination was held public- 
ly. The graduates received appointments as interpreters 
in the Chinese embassies of various countries. 
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Queries and Answers. 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Chemical Reaction in a Prescription.— E. E. F. 
has noted a pretty color reaction in a compound which is 
being largely prescribed by the physicians of his city. The 
prescription reads: 

Sodij nitrit 

Syr. acid hydriodic 

Syr. hypophos. comp 

In this prescription the sodium nitrite reacts upon the 
syrup of hydriodic acid, liberating iodine and giving off 
at the same time nitrogen oxide. All nitrites in acid so- 
lution behave in this way toward compounds of iodine, 
unless the solution is first rendered alkaline. A somewhat 
similar reaction takes place when spirit of nitrous ether 
is added to solutions of iodides. In the latter instance, 
however, the incompatibility is generally caused by the de- 
velopment of acidity in the spirit, though a freshly made 
spirit of nitrous ether decomposes easily, setting free 
nitrous acid which reacts with solutions of the iodides to 
set free iodine and nitrogen oxide. The prescription 
quoted is clearly incompatible. 


Solidified Alcohol.—S. G.—This is a soapy com- 
pound made by dissolving a portion of well dried castile 
soap in powder or shavings in warmed alcohol. The pro- 
portion of soap to alcohol is stated to be 10 grains to the 
ounce ; an equal amount of shellac is added if the prepara- 
tion is to be kept on hand for any length of time, as it in- 
sures a longer retention of the alcohol. The alcohol 
should be heated in a water bath to a temperature of about 
140 degrees F. before adding the powdered soap. The 
solution should be decanted while warm into shallow 
boxes of the required capacity. 


Formaldehyde Test.— D. and F.—Various methods 
of testing formaldehyde have been described in previous 
issues of this journal. It is generally agreed that the 
phenylhydrazine test is the most sensitive, though Trillat’s 
is perhaps more commonly employed. With the first 
named one part of formaldehyde in 250,000 parts of fluid 
may be detected. Thus, 3 Cc. of a solution containing 1 
part in 250,000 when heated with 5 drops of the reagent 
(phenylhydrazine hydrochloride) and 5 drops of sulphuric 
acid, gave a light green tint after 3 minutes and a decided 
coloration after 10 minutes. 

Trillat’s test consists in heating the suspected solu- 
tion of formaldehyde with a few drops of sulphuric acid 
and dimethylaniline for 30 minutes on the water bath, 
then making the liquid alkaline and boiling until the 
smell of dimethylaniline has disappeared, after which the 
liquid is filtered through a small filter. The filter is sub- 
sequently washed a few times with water, then opened, 
spread on the bottom of a porcelain dish and moistened 
with acetic acid. Finely powdered lead dioxide is then 
sprinkled over the moistened paper, and, if formaldehyde 
be present an intense blue color appears. This test can 
be applied to the detection of formaldehyde in milk by 
applying it to a distillate of the milk. 

For the detection of formaldehyde in beer O. Hehner 
recommends the following method. The beer is distilled, 
and to the distillate from a known volume add a drop of 
dilute aqueous solution of phenol, and pour the mixture 
upon strong sulphuric acid. If formaldehyde be present 
a bright crimson color appears. When more than 1 :1000,- 
000 is present a white milky zone appears above the red 
ring. 





Lebbin’s test, quoted by Allen (Commercial Organic 
Analysis, Vol. 1, p. 220), is stated as follows: Boil a few 
Ce. of the liquid to be tested with 0.05 Gm. of resorcin, to 
which half or an equal volume of a 50 per cent. solution 
of sodium hydroxide is added. If formaldehyde is pres- 
ent the yellow solution changes to a fine red color. Anala- 
gous compounds showing the usual reactions characteris- 
tic of aldehydes fail to give this coloration. ‘The reac- 
tion is said to be sufficiently delicate to detect one part of 
formaldehyde in ten million parts of water. 


Silvering Mirrors.-—M. R. A. and A. H. l’.—We 
have been called upon to describe the process of silvering 
mirrors in nearly every volume of this journal for some 
years past. We yield to the request of a new subscriber, 
and again reprint the process devised by Frank Edel, 
which has been found to work satisfactorily. In this 
process two solutions are used, and it is of the utmost im- 
portance that the surface of the glass to be silvered should 
be quite free from the slightest traces of greasy matter be- 
fore they are applied. To effect the removal of the last 
traces of grease wash the surface first with ammonia wa- 
ter, then with dilute hydrochloric acid, and lastly with al- 
cohol, care being taken not to touch with the fingers any 
part of the glass which is intended to be silvered. 


Solution No. I. 


Silver nitrate 
RTRPER GEN OU NUE oo i. c0. shag ests ererese oh ar'aiars: asd wast Sr8e ere fl. oz. 8 
PTATRORIA WATER 66.5 ose. osersereec s 640 asccke-w ows os cS Gent 


Dissolve the silver nitrate in the distilled water and 
add ammonia water gradually until the brown precipi- 
tate that is thrown down at first is just dissolved. The 
ammonia should not be added in excess, and to guard 
against this it is well to drop a small-crystal of silver ni- 
trate into the solution after the ammonia has been added; 
if this causes turbidity the solution is all right; if not, and 
the liquid remains clear, add more of the salt until a slight 
permanent turbidity ensues. Then filter through a dou- 
ble paper filter, returning the filtrate until it passes 
through quite clear; finally make up the bulk to 16 fluid 
ounces with distilled water. Place this in a clean bottle 
which has been washed out with distilled water, cork and 
keep in a cool, dark place over night. 


Solution No. 2. 


Rochelle salt 
DRS MRO ROO o 5 es aida ooo nkeys edi shaver a Aeulavalioneia waters fl.oz. 10 


Having dissolved the salt in the water contained in a 
porcelain lined dish, heat to boiling; then add to grains 
of silver nitrate and stir thoroughly with a clean glass rod. 
Apply heat and boil gently for 15 minutes, or until the so- 
lution acquires a gray tint. Filter this through a paper 
filter, passing it through several times until it comes 
through quite clear; then add enough distilled water 
through the filter to make the whole measure 16 fluid 
ounces. Transfer to a clean glass bottle, cork, and keep 
in a cool, dark place for 5 or 6 hours. 

When wanted for use, mix: 

Pit RA RAR ES MR DMD Reo 1610.0 5/042) cio loa) alalal a-alerdi as ama e wii fl. oz. 1 


aU UN NAC Na ES ciial's 45) 5a) 5 ans re leita wieeaale aie aie Wise ee. Sis fl. oz. 1 
REPL INN RICE WR RNOEE art asst cata ches aude  wlocacniave eis. Gis fl. oz. 4 


This mixture is to be poured immediately over the 
glass which has been previously cleaned and leveled on 


some firm support. The solution is allowed to remain on 
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the glass undisturbed until the whole or most of the sil- 
ver has been deposited, an hour’s time being generally 
sufficient. Then tilt the glass on one edge, rinse off by 
sprinkling and stand on edge to dry. Lastly, protect with 


a coat of asphalt varnish. 


Fluid Tolu and Fluid Ginger.—W. H. G. asks 
particulars of the methods in use by manufacturing phar- 
macists for the preparation of soluble tolu and soluble 
ginger extracts, to mix clear with water and syrup. 

The preparation of a soluble tincture of tolu is much 
less difficult than that of soluble ginger, and the process of 
the National Formulary will be found to give satisfactory 
results. The method described in the first issue of the Na- 
tional Formulary gives the quantities in the ordinary sys- 
tem of weights and measures as follows: 


Balsam of tolu troy ozs. 1% 
SePereC ROTOR IND RCN EDONUINEOE os hig Sante hwo 6 wis ww ow wile ...gr. 60 
ee ee ee re ee ee ee fl. ozs. 6 


Water, 

PRUE we oeesn we 

Mix 3 fluid ounces of alcohol with the glycerin and 
dissolve the balsam of tolu in the mixture with the aid of 
heat, avoiding loss by evaporation. Add 6 fluid ounces 
of water and allow the mixture to become cold. Pour off 
the milky liquid from the resinous precipitate (which is to 
be rejected), mix it with the magnesium carbonate by tri- 
turation, and filter. Lastly, pass enough of a mixture of 
one volume of alcohol and two volumes of water through 
the filter to make the whole filtrate measure 16 ounces. 

One ounce of this with 15 ounces of syrup makes a 
syrup of tolu. 


.....each enough to make fl. zs. 16 


Soluble Ginger.— The pungency of the ginger rhi- 


zome is believed to be due to a non-resinous constituent 
called gingerol, which is soluble in dilute alcohol ; and the 
constituents of ginger which cause the opalescence when 
an ordinary tincture is mixed with water are resinous 
and fatty in their nature. The chief end aimed at in the 
preparation of a soluble essence of ginger is the removal 
of these resinous and fatty bodies. Various chemicals 
have been recommended as deresinizers. Lime is consid- 
ered most effective, though objected to by some on ac- 
count of its causticity. Magnesium carbonate is useful, 
but the essence made with it becomes muddy upon stand- 
ing, and the magnesia absorbs a great deal of the essential 
oil. Slaked lime is preferred over magnesia because it 
requires a relatively smaller quantity of the latter to pre- 
cipitate the resin, and there is less loss of essential oil. 

The kind of rhizome used in making the fluid extract 
in the first place is an important factor. African ginger, 
which contains nearly three times as much resin as the 
Jamaican variety, requires more lime for complete deresin- 
ification. 

Briefly stated, the lime process is as follows: Mix fluid 
extract of ginger with its own bulk of water, add finely 
powdered slaked lime (about 4 drams to the pint), filter 
after a day; wash the lime with a little diluted alcohol ; 
mix the two liquids. Add 2 or 3 ounces of pumice in 
moderately fine powder, shake well, set aside until re- 
quired and filter. This method is an improvement, we 
think, over the National Formulary process, since the use 
of pumice alone is not sufficient to remove the whole of the 
inert resins, fat, etc. 

The use of calcium phosphate, precipitated in situ, is 
favored by some for the preparation of soluble ginger, the 
following being a method providing for its use: Exhaust 
24 ounces of bruised ginger with a mixture of 45 ounces 
of alcohol and 15 ounces of water by maceration and per- 
colation. The product should be 45 ounces. Mix 40 
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ounces of the tincture with the same of water, add sodium 
phosphate 34 ounce, dissolved in boiling water 5 ounces, 
then calcium chloride % ounce in water 5 ounces. Shake, 
set aside for 12 hours and filter. Place the filtrate in a 
still, and distill by a gentle heat 30 ounces, which reserve. 
Continue the distillation, rejecting the next 40 ounces, and 
when the contents of the still are cold rinse out with the 
30 ounces of reserve. Filter this mixture, and the prod- 
uct is 40 ounces of essence, the arorha of which is im- 
proved by adding 20 minims of essential oil of ginger dis- 
solved in alcohol % ounce. 

A little capsicum is an almost invariable addition to sol- 
uble essences of ginger intended for the soda fountain. 


Quince Cream for Chapped Hands.—M. E. S. 

A great variety of formulas for creams of the class 
named have been printed from time to time in the col- 
umns of this journal. The following gives a nice fragrant 
preparation : 


Quince seed 
Glycerite of starch 
Borie acid 
Glycerin 

Alcohol 


Oil lavender 
Water 


Dissolve the boric acid in 1 pint of water, macerate 
the quince seed in the solution for 3 hours, press through a 
straining cloth, add the glycerin, carbolic acid and gly- 
cerite of starch, and mix well. Mix the alcohol, cologne 
water and lavender oil and add to the mucilage, mixing 
the whole thoroughly. If desired a pale rose tint may be 
imparted to the resulting jelly by the addition of a small 
amount of solution of carmine. N. F. 


Solution of Iron Peptonate.—C. H. G —The 
Medical Society of Hamburg gives a formula for this 
preparation which differs in some respects from any here- 
tofore published. It is as follows: 


Syrup of iron peptonate 

Syrup 

Alcohol 

Tincture of orange peel 

Aromatic tincture 

Tincture of vanilla (vanilla extract) 

Acetic ether ........ VS I Ee Oe 
Water enough to make 


The syrup of iron peptonate prescribed in the above is 
made after the following formula: 


Dry peptone 
Solution of iron chloride 
Syrup 


Dissolve the peptone in 100 parts of hot water, and 
when cool add the solution of iron chloride gradually with 
constant stirring. Neutralize exactly with 10 per cent. 
soda solution ; decant rapidly and wash the precipitate un- 
til the washings fail to give any reaction with solution of 
silver nitrate. Collect the precipitate on a linen cloth, 
and drain, then rub it with 100 Gms. of syrup and evap- 
orate on a water bath to a weight of 125 Gms. 

Some alternative formulas for the preparation of solu- 
tions of iron peptonate will be found in the AMERICAN 
Druccist for December 10, 1895. 


Nickel-in-the-Slot Stamp Machines.—S. & Co. 
request the address of the manufacturers, lessors, or ven- 
ders of nickel-in-the-slot stamp machines. 
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BUSINESS BUILDING. 
Conducted by U. G. Manning. 


The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


PREPARATION OF CIRCULARS. 


OST of the circulars which reach this department are 

on the blanket order. 

This semi-poster style of circular is an inheritance 
from the past, a relic of the time when they served the dou- 
ble purpose of poster with which to decorate dead walls, 
and of a dodger which commonly served to litter pave- 
ments. 

Large type and abundant display lines were employed 
in hope of catching the attention of those who ran. Ar- 
resting attention was once thought to be the essence of 
good advertising. Now we know better. Creating an 
interest in the goods advertised and influencing the judg- 
ment of the reader is what must be done. It is necessary 
to get attention to do these other things, but we find we 
can get it better by more quiet and respectful methods, and 
that thus secured there is a better opportunity to hold at- 
tention and secure a hearing for the facts we have to re- 
late. Circulars should be so constructed as to get near 
people; they should get attention by their attractiveness 
and readable appearance. It is easy to make a circular 
look so well that it will command attention. This is chief- 
ly a matter of good paper, proper arrangement of the mat- 
ter, and neat setting. 

. THE PAPER. 


The time has passed when cheap print paper may be 
wisely used for any circular work that a druggist has to 
do. 

The difference between the cost of print and a good 
book papet for a thousand circulars of moderate size is 
not over fifty cents, and it would be advisable to use the 
better paper if the difference was double this. Your cir- 
cular is a salesman; what can you expect from it if 
dressed like a tramp? An endless variety of plain and 
tinted book, cover and enamel papers are now made be- 
tween five and eight cents a pound, and it is a waste of 
money to use anything poorer. 


THE SIZE. 


The large single sheet is out of date for most pur- 
poses, and when in doubt it is well to remember that a 
small page looks more readable, and that a four-page 
folder costs no more to print than a single sheet circular 
and consumes less paper than a single sheet printed on one 
side. People will read a four-page folder or an eight-page 
booklet when they would not read at all the same amount 
of matter massed on a single sheet or page. 


THE TYPE. 


The rule for good typography is to use not over three 
styles of type in any job—two is better. Different sizes 
of the same face can be used, but restriction to one face for 
display and one for the body matter will result in a sim- 
plicity and harmony that will appeal to anybody, no mat- 
ter whether he knows anthing about printing or not. The 
use of modest paragraph headings which will epitomize 
the sense of the paragraph should be distributed through 
a circular of any length. They have a tendency to stim- 
ulate the interest of the reader and lure him along. Large 
type is seldom necessary in a circular. Matter looks 
most readable when the size of the body type approxi- 
mates that which people are used to in their reading. The 
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sizes commonly used for books and newspapers are best 
for all circular work where the lines are not longer than 


two to four inches. 
et SF 


The Prize Advertisement. 


The American Druggist offers a prize of books to the 
value of $2, each issue, for the best retail drug gist’s adver- 
tisement. The prize is this time awarded to Karl O. Cy- 
rus, Bridgeport, Conn. 


MARKED IMPROVEMENT. 


Epiror BusINEss BUILDING: 

Inclosed please find a series of ads which please enter in 
prize competition. 

The last ads I entered were pronounced good; but, as you 
stated in your criticism, would have been improved by bolder 
head lines. I saw at once that you were right, and have 
changed my ads from two inches double column to four inches 
single, and have used prominent headings. The returns have 
been very satisfactory. Karu O. Cyrus. 

Bridgeport, Conn. 


The ads show great improvement in display. I 


doubt if any reader of the paper gets away from them. 
They have unusual prominence because surrounded on 


Lumbago 


SCIATICA, NEURALGIA and other painful 
diseases often continue for weeks and in 
many cases internal and external remedies 
seem to have ao effect in alleviating the pain. 


The Cyrus Plaster 


gives immediate relief in these diseases—in 
fact, it has proven itself a specific in these 
ailments and gives relief when everything 
else seems to fail. One trial will convince 
you that THE CYRUS PLASTER is better 
than any other plaster on the market. THE 
CYRUS PLASTER is for sale only at 


The Cyrus Pharmacy 


415 FAIRFIELD AVE. 
NEAR COURTLAND ST. 


One of the Prize Advertisements. 


three sides by pure reading matter, and on the remaining 
side by the margin of the paper. There is some chance 
for improvement in construction of the ads. Those sent 
contained a rather large proportion of “theys” and 
“thems.” In the second sentence of the Back Ache ad 
the use of “they ” confuses the sense. Better repeat the 
subject in such cases in order to avoid obscurity. 


es Fe 


ON THE FRONTIER. 


EDITOR BUSINESS BUILDING: 

We are located in a town of about 800 people in a sparsely 
settled part of the State. The county covers an area of 5,668 
square miles, and the population in 1890 was 6,428, the prin- 
cipal industry being cattle raising. 

There are three good stocks of drugs and three smaller 
ones in the county, with numerous “inland” stores handling 
patents. What would you suggest as the best method of 
advertising ? “Ghee 


The essential feature of a proper advertising cam- 
paign anywhere is to reach all the people at frequent in- 
tervals. To have something definite to tell them and to 
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never let up on them. I doubt if this store’s radius of 
trade extends to the limits of the county, which is some- 
what larger than the State of Connecticut. It will be well 
to determine in the start just how large the territory is 
from which it is reasonable to expect trade and then try to 
reach everybody in it. In the East 6,500 population would 
mean not over 1,600 families. In this locality the propor- 
tion of men is doubtless large, but I should judge that a 
list of 2,000 names would practically cover the field. I 


BACK 
ACHE 


is quickly relieved by using The Cyrus Plas- 
ter. This plaster combines in one the medic- 
inal properties of several well known plasters 
and will relieve = when they fail. Ask 
some of your fritnds, many of them have 
used them and recommend them to their 
friends. For sale at 


A 


The Cyrus Pharmacy, 
253 FAIRFIELD AVE. 


NEAR COURTLAND ST. 
Your druggist will get 
them for you. 
One of the Prize Advertisements. 


The Prize Advertisement. 


find that in this gentleman’s town two newspapers are 
published. It looks as though they must have a pretty 
general circulation or they could not exist in so sparsely 
settled region. Whether they have or not, they have some 
circulation, and it has a value for the advertiser. Any pa- 
per is good to the extent of its circulation, and can be used 
profitably if space is purchased for what it is worth. 
These papers will probably take care of the advertiser’s 
town and immediate locality pretty well. Beyond this, 
regular circular advertising will have to be relied upon. 
It should be possible by various methods to compile a 
mailing list of about all the people in the region who 
would be worth going after. With such a list and the 
newspapers, persistent use of space and circulars should 
be effective, as they are everywhere else. 

With present knowledge of the matter I should recom- 
mend a good sized space in the weeklies, changed regu- 
larly every week ; this to be supplemented by the publica- 
tion of acircular at least once a month, this circular to be 
mailed to as complete a list as could be secured of the res- 
idents of the county outside the town. Where you know 
that persons on the list received the papers regularly they 
could be eliminated, but it would probably pay to have 
both forms of advertising reach these. If the expense of 
the campaign was greater than the business could stand 
in the start, less space and circulars at less frequent in- 
tervals might be necessary. But whoever is reached 
should be reached persistently and regularly to insure re- 


sults. 
eS: KF SH 


IN PORTLAND. 


Two examples of Portland, Maine, drug advertising 
are shown. Portland is quite a center for good advertising 
in all lines of trade, and the drug fraternity keep up their 
end. These two ads are about neck and neck as to merit. 
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The Schlotterbeck & Foss Co. have a trifle the best of it 


on display. The heading of the Hay ad should have been 


in bolder faced type. 








SMOOTH 
HANDS 


For 15¢e. a Month. 


This is the price of a 
two ounce bottle of 
HAY’S BENZOIN 
LOTION, and its 
use without excep- 
tion results in the 
cure and prevention 
of chapped skin. It 
contains a little “of 
the acid of lemon, 
which corrects the 
drying effect of soap 
and you know how 
healing henzoin is. 
It is free from stick- 
iness or grease. 


| coos Chest | 


Protectors 


| keep out the cold 
but don’t heat the 
blood to a point 
where colds are 
easily caught. All 
others are shams. 
Wear our Good 
Chest Protectors, 
and you'll be chill 
proof. 50c. up to 
the Chamois Lined 
Jackets. 








HAY’S PHARMACY, 
Middle St. 











Schlotterbeck & Foss Co.. 
Established 1866. 
Prescription Druggists. 
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PRICES WOULD HELP. 


J. R. Cajacob, Little Rock, Iowa, sends samples of 
holiday and cough sure advertising. Both ads are well 
constructed. The printing is not good, but the fault for 
that lies elsewhere. 

The holiday ad is upon game boards, and is weakened 
by the absence of any prices. The cough cure ad has the 
same fault. Price is part of the necessary information 
in most advertising and advertisers should realize that the 
lack of it may lessen results. There are plenty of people 
who might buy a bottle of cough cure if they knew it was. 
25 cents, but do not care to pay 50 cents or $1, and hesitate 
to ask for it because they fear it may cost the higher price. 


es eS 


What They Do. 


An Illinois druggist has letters appropriate to each 
event, and sends them to all new arrivals in this town, to 
new telephone subscribers, to newly wedded couples, and 
to the parents of new babies. Just what he says on all 
these occasions I am not informed, but I judge that to the 
first two classes at least such letters could be made to do 
some good. 


A Wisconsin druggist further elaborates the old 
scheme of publishing an ad on perfume and spraying on 
the ad some of the odor mentioned, by using a separate 
space to call attention to the ad as follows. “A small 
portion of this newspaper is perfumed. Can you find the 
spot?” 


One man I know uses a red label on his cough cure. 
In a recent issue of his paper he had an ad on the subject 
leaving blank space at the side of the ad on which the la- 
bel was pasted as the newspaper came from the press. The 
red label was of course very conspicuous in contrast with 
its surroundings, and the ad attracted a great deal of at- 
tention and comment. 
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AMERICAN BUSINESS BUILDERS. 


AND 


E present herewith a portrait of one of the most 

successful Business Builders in the drug trade, 

Charles E. Marble, who plans and executes the 

advertising campaigns of the Liquid Carbonic Acid Man- 

ufacturing Co. What Mr. Marble has done is already 

well known, and it will prove of interest to many to learn 
how he does it. This he tells below: 


T must be borne in mind that this is a line of building 
which is not done with the carpenter’s saw and ham- 
mer, or with the trowel and plummet. On the other 
hand, a business cannot hope to succeed which is not 
built “ on the level.” 

Advertising has come to be recognized as .an indis- 
pensable adjunct, and it is generally conceded that it is 
absolutely impossible for any business to grow beyond 
circumscribed local lines, except by the judicious use of 
printers’ ink. And in this connection it may be well to 
remark that all advertising is good advertising, but some 
advertising is better than other advertising. 

Advertising is not a new art, for we find the follow- 
ing in Numbers XXIV: 14: “I will advertise what these 
people will do to thy people in the latter days.” Adver- 
tising is defined as “the art of giving information to the 
public,” and the intelligent advertiser must needs keep 
this thought constantly in mind. 

No matter how attractive the advertisement may be 
from an artistic standpoint, from typographical display, 
or from its illustration, except it contains information 
which the public is in need of, it will be flat, stale and 
unprofitable, and without result from a business point of 
view. It is well to remember always that the trade needs 
you as badly as you need them, and that good advertis- 
ing is simply the means of bringing the buyer and seller 
together. 

In the building of a business whose foundation shall 
be upon the everlasting rock, and not upon the sand, it 
is absolutely nccessary to always live up to your ads, and 
never disappoint a customer under any circumstances. 
“You can fooi part of the people all the time, you can 
fool all of the people part of the time, but vou cannot 
fool all of the people all of the time.” Abe Lincoln said 
this, and he knew! 

An advertiser, to accomplish the best results, must 
be enthusiastic, and must have the faculty of imparting 
that enthusiasm to the trade through his ads. In order 
to do this effectively he must feel that his house is back 
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of him for all they are worth, and that the things which 
he exploits are just exactly as he says they are. 

In the twentieth century, when the best art of the 
times is brought to bear upon the production of attractive, 
business building advertising, when the genius of the 
type-cutter, engraver and printer tend to produce the 
most handsome and catchy effects, it is no small matter to 
be able to produce a remarkable advertisement. 

The advertising man should be a specialist, and should 
read up on his own line, so as to be thoroughly conversant 
with his own goods, and should then put himself as far 
as possible in the buyer’s place and imagine what would 
appeal to him most powerfully. I think far and away the 
most important office of an ad is to catch the eye. When 
once you have the attention of the reader it is compara- 
tively an easy matter to sharpen your argument and drive 
home the nail and clinch it on the other side. Your ad 
should say very emphatically : “ Stop a minute. We have 
something to say which concerns your welfare.” 

Another doctrine which has been preached unremit- 
tingly is that of brevity. Brevity is not only the soul of 
wit. but also the soul of a good advertisement. Busy 
business men have not the time to wade through columns 
of tedious reading matter. In this connection the value 
of a good picture should not be underestimated. The 
eye will often take in through a picture instantly that 
which it might take a column of solid nonpareil to tell. 

This reproduction of an ad which I have used in the 
trade journals will illustrate my meaning, I think, most 


The Greatest 
Soda Water 
Dispensers’ 

Supply House 

in the World ! 


From North to South, 
From East to West, 
Our factories dot the land; 
Our service quick, 
Our goods the best, 


Your needs are “well in hand” 


thoroughly, and the ad tells its own story. This partic- 
ular advertisement has been copied and adapted by numer- 
ous houses East and West, and has received much favor- 
able comment. The treatment is exceedingly simple. 
The thought which is sought to be conveyed cannot be 
nisapprehended. 

Remember that one thing which brings success in ad- 
vertising is keeping everlastingly at it, and that your lapse 
is your competitor’s opportunity. Never allow the public 
to think that you are dead, or have temporarily crawled 
into vour shel!. Tell your story “in season and out of 
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season,” “line upon line, precept upon precept,” and do 
not undervalue repetition. An oft told tale sticks in the 
mind. The same old truth may be given attractive new 
dresses, and may be served with a new sauce in an ac- 
ceptable manner. 

Your strife should be to make people talk about you, 
and in order to accomplish this end you must do unusual 
things. Your ads must look wholly unlike other ads 
which appear in the same mediums. In other words: 
‘Do not let the other fellow set the pace.” 

Advertisers are born, not made; and they should be 
men of great imagination and able to turn every day hap- 
penings into ideas to stimulate the sale of goods. For- 
tunately ideas are not lonesome, and never lack company. 
They are born twins and triplets, and oftentimes one good 
idea gives birth to scores of others. The old shot gun 
method is rapidly dropping into “ inocuous desuetude,” 
and rifle practice is more generally indulged in. To-day 
the advertiser is after individuals, and realizes thoroughly 
that “many a mickle makes a muckle.” Various “ fol- 
low-up” systems have been devised, and are in use by 
our best houses throughout the country, and are inval- 
uable. 

The best advertising in the world, if left to shift for 
itself, will accomplish little good. It is the “ open door ” 
through which the salesman is enabled to enter into the 
confidence of his trade, and any house which seeks to per- 
petuate itself should strive to do so in the affections of its 
customers. If you will earn the confidence of your trade 
they will never disappoint you. 

I think without doubt that of all the money expended 
for advertising much more than half literally goes to 
waste. The study of the advertising man should be to 
confine himself to the mediums which get directly at the 
people he is after as far as possible, and in advertising to 
the business public generally there is no medium so effi- 
cient as the respectable down-to-date trade journal. 

In the limited space accorded here, one can do little 
more than touch on the most important points. This I 
have tried to do, and as I have been benefited by the 
thoughts of others in like articles, I trust sincerely that 
these few words may be of some little value to the adver- 
tising fraternity. 





Break in the Price of Rubber Goods, 


The Association of Manufacturers of Druggists’ Sundries 
has failed in its efforts to maintain prices on certain lines of 
goods, owing to the operations of an outside manufacturer 
and certain articles, such as rubber bands, are now selling on 
an open market at a big cut from previous prices. While deal- 
ers generally have been notified of the revised range for rubber 
bands, no notice of a cut in the price of not water bottles, ice 
caps or rubber syringes has been sent out. It is generally 
understood, however, that the fight to maintain prices on these 
goods bas been given up and jobbers are free to offer independ- 
ently of the association agreement. : 

The break in prices is generally regretted by the leading 
jobbers, who blame the association for the new competition 
and coisequent demoralization of prices. ‘“ The price of rub- 
ber bands was placed 10 or 15 per cent. too high when the new 
scale went inte effect,” said a local jobber to a representative 
of the AMERICAN Druceist. “If the figure had been placed 
reasonably low at the start there would have been no com- 
petition now from: outside sources.” 





Meeting of the Missouri Board. 


The Board of Pharmacy for Missouri held a meeting at 
Jefferson City, Mo., Monday, January 14, 1901. Fourteen ap- 
plicants were examined, and the following having made the 
necessary marks were granted certificates: Otto Baepler, Con- 
cordia, Mo.; Scott A. Cotrell, Schell City, Mo.: W. H. Gast, St. 
Louis, Mo.: A. B. Hirsch, Warrensburg, Mo.; Geo. P. Miller 
Salisbury, Mo.: Frank McPherson, Ash Grove, Mo.: S. F. Reed, 
Cowgill, Mo.; H. B. Reinhardt, Higginsville, Mo.; J. A. Snider, 
Marshfield, Mo. The next meeting will be held at the Kansas 
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City College of Pharmacy, 710 Wyandotte street, Kansas City, 
Mo., April 8, 1901. Communications for the Board should be 
addressed to Aug. 1. Fleischmann, secretary, Sedalia, Mo. 





The Reduction in the War Revenue Tax. 


Action has at last been taken on the war revenue bill. On 
February 6 the House bill to amend the act was considered 
in the Senate. The substitute report from the Senate commit- 
tee on finance was read in full, Mr. Aldrich’s amendment 
modifying the paragraph as to patent medicines by also ex- 
empting perfumeries and cosmetics meeting with so much an- 
tagonism that Mr. Aldrich withdrew it. 

An amendment was then offered to add to the exemption as 
to patent medicines a provision that uncompounded medicines. 
on which the tax has been once paid shall not be further taxed 
after they are compounded, unless such preparations are pat- 
ented. This was agreed to. 

Many other amendments, of importance to other trades and 
commercial interests, were then offered and opposed or 
approved of. Finally, the bill was reported from the Commit- 
tee of the Whole to the Senate, and after an amendment by 
which it was expected to substitute an income tax for the war 
tax and repeal the latter, was rejected, the Senate substitute 
was agreed to, and the bill as thus amended will pass without 
a division. 

The real effect of the reduction made upon taxable medici- 
nal preparations by the Senate bill will be as follows: It wilh 
cut the rate on proprietary medicines from 2\%c. per $1.00 of 
actual price to 1c. In spite of the exemptions provided for 
preparations compounded according to formula in the UB. 
Pharmacopeeia, ete., and preparations which bear upon their 
labels the correct formula for compounding, etc., there will be 
no material reduction in the class of taxable preparations. 
Under the new law the retail druggist can do no more than he 
could under the old, that is, put up his preparations with plain 
labels bearing simpy the name of the remedy and the maker’s 
name—unless used in the proprietary or possessive form—with- 
out the payment of tax. 

Besides this the Senate bill will result in the taxing of 
large quantities of goods now exempt. A large number of 
foreign patented articles, including the German synthetics, will 
also be taxed. The products of manufacturers who have built 
up a trade by selling substitutes for well-known proprietary 
goods will undoubtedly also comes under the law, as the manu- 
facturers will find it to their advantage to pay the reduced 


tax. 

The following letter regarding changes in the stamp tax 
is being sent out from the office of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists: 

Dear Sir.—The Senate Finance Committee has refused to 
recommend the House Revenue Reduction Bill, which provided 
for total repeal of the stamp tax on medicinal and toilet prepa- 


rations. Instead of total repeal the Senate Committee has re- 
ported a substitute bill, which leaves the present heavy tax 
of 215 per cent. upon toilet preparations, etc., and merely re- 
duces the rate of tax on medicinal preparations to 1 per cent. 
Even with a reduction of 1 per cent. all the vexation and an- 
noyance of canceling and affixing stamps, and of the constant 
supervision of the drug business by Government officers will 
remain. 

Please write to your Congressman and urge him to stand 
fast for the total repeal of this tax, as provided in the House 
bill. If the Senate passes the bill recommended by its Finance 
Committee the matter will then go to a conference committee, 
where the difference between the two houses will be finally 
settled. It is very important that your Congressman should 
resolutely maintain his position in favor of total repeal. In 
your letter be sure to set forth not only the injustice of this 
tax, but also the petty annoyance and vexation of affixing and 
eanceling innumerable stamps for trifling sums, down to one- 
twentieth of a cent. Protest also against the injustice of con- 
tinuing the 2% rate on toilet articles, ete. 

This matter will soon be settled one way or the other, and 
what you do should be done, if possible, the same day you 
receive this letter. 





William Annear No. 2 in Trouble. 


Philadelphia, February 7.—A man who claims his name to 
be William Annear was arrested on February 5 on charges 
by the United States Postal authorities of using the mails to 
devise a scheme to defraud. He was given a hearing and was 
held in $1,200 bail for his appearance on the 14th of this month. 
It appears that there is another William Annear in this city 
who for many years has conducted an upright and up-to-date 
oil and drug house at 57 North Second street. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


The N. A. R. D. Plan. 


During the past fortnight there has been one meeting of 
the joint conference commitiee of the local pharmaceutical 
associations, to hear reports on the operation of the N. A. R. D. 
plan, and another one is scheduled to take place this Monday 
(February 11) afternoon at the New York College of Pharmacy. 

In conversation with an AMERICAN DRuGGIST representative 
Prof. William C. Anderson, president of the National Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists, expressed himself as more than 
pleased with the present condition of affairs and the prospects 
for the future. “ Everything is moving along nicely,” he said, 
“and the reports at the meeting of the conference are sure to 
be rosy. A number of the concerns that have been put down 
as aggressive cutters have already been taken off the list. 
They have seen the feasibility of the druggists working to- 
gether on a plan such as this is and have realized that it is 
for the benefit of all to maintain prices. Consequently they 
have joined us in the movement. An odd feature of the suc- 
cess of the plan is that it has resulted in the springing up all 
over Brooklyn Borough, at least, of a number of little ward 
organizations of druggists. Pharmacists who, although located 
quite near each other, have never had even a nodding acquaint- 
ance, now fraternize, while others who have not seen each 
other for years have renewed old acquaintance. These little 
ward organizations consist of some 20 or 30 druggists with 
regular officers, and, unlike a great many other organizations 
of the kind, they do not consist of a certain percentage of the 
druggists in one ward or district, but of all of them. I hear 
that similar organizations have sprung up in Manhattan Bor- 
ough as well, and I think it augurs well, not alone for the suc- 
cess of the N. A. R. D. plan, but for the future of the profes- 
sion as well.” 

Misrepresentation regarding the efforts of the retail druggists 
to prevent price cutting was a foregone conclusion, so that the 
following from the big Sunday advertisement of one of the 
department stores will probably cause a smile to creep over 
the face of the reader, especially the reference to big profits: 

The retail druggists have formed a combination to prevent 
price cutting. Druggists are brought up on the big profit plan 
—that’s the only way they are taught to do business—that’s the 
only way they know. 

The agreement—which, as we hear, has received the signa- 
tures of 99 per cent. of all the druggists in Greater New York— 
compels each member to adhere strictly to a certain arbitrary 
percentage of profits, and expects you to submit peacefully. 

You w«uld have to, were it not for the Big Store and a few 
other up-to-date establishments—and to give you an idea of 
what these differences between our prices and the retail drug- 
gists’ amount to we name a few goods covered by their new 
agreement: 


Makers’ Drug Stores’ 
List Price. Lowest Price. Our Price. 
Carter’s Little Liver Pills, 25 20 13 
Ayer’s Hair Vigor, 1.00 85 74 
Paine’s Celery Compound, 1.00 85 72 
Lydia Pinkham’s Compound, 1.00 85 69 
Gude’s Pepto-Mangan, 1.00 85 74 
Wampole’s Cod-Liver Oil, 1.00 85 71 
Scott’s Emulsion, small bottle, 50 45 35 
Scott’s Emulsion, large bottle, 1.00 85 65 
Syrup of Figs, 50 45 34 
Omega Oil, 50 45 37 





Jersey Druggists Take Action on N.A.R. D. Plan. 


At the recent meeting of the Jersey City Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, it was unanimously agreed to request the resignation of 
Eugene Hartnett, vice-president of the organization. The rea- 
son for this aetion is said to be Mr. Hartnett’s position as an 
“ aggressive cutter” and his declared opposition to the price- 
list of the association. 

Chairman Gallagher, of the Executive Committee, gave an 
excellent report of the work done by the committee. He sug- 
gested that the schedule be amended to conform with the 
schedule adopted by the Joint Conference Committee in New 
York, and it was so ordered. The association voted the Ex- 
ecutive Committee a $2 assessment on each of the forty mem- 
bers for contingent expenses. 

The resignations of J. A. Zabriskie and George Bower were 
accepted, and William Buchbinder was elected to member- 
ship. Treasurer Levering reported receipts of $48.50; expendi- 
tures, $21.20; balance on hand, $27.30. The question of meet- 


ing oftener was discussed and resulted in a decision to hold 
the next meeting Februray 18. 
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Druggists Protest Against Bell Bill. 


The great publicity which was given to the Bell bill through. 
the editorial denouncement of its provisions in the preceding 
nwnber of the AMERICAN DruaaGist, and other means, served 
to concentrate the attention of all three branches of the drug 
trade upon the measure, and a meeting was called at the rooms 
of the Board of Trade and Transportation to take action 
against its passage in the State Legislature. The meeting was 
a large and representative one, among those present being 
Col. E. W. Fitch, of Parke, Davis & Co., who presided; Her- 
bert B. Harding, of the Humphreys’ Homeopathic Medicine 
Co.; A. H. Kennedy, of the C. N. Crittenton Co.; H. B. Platt, 
of the Platt’s Chlorides Co.; B. P. Cooper, of the R. T. Booth 
Co.; Abbott Loring, of Loring & Co., Limited.; W. F. Hall, of 
the Alleock Mfg. Co.; F. E. Himrod and W. J. Pinckney, of the 
Himrod Mfg. Co.; J. I. Hiscox, of the Hiscox Mfg. Co.; Peter 
Dougan, of the Ripans Chemical Co.; Stephen Britton, general 
manager of the Abbey Effervescent Salt Co.; C. W. Griffith, 
of Scott & Bowne; F. W. Robinson, of R. W. Robinson & Son; 
M. Wineburgh, of the Omega Chemical Co.; C. S. Smith, of 
the Packer Mfg. Co.; L. B. Bryant and F. 8. Bruen, of Pond’s 
Extract Co.; O. H. Jadwin, I°. Hiscox, of Hay Specialty Co.; 
H. J. S. Hall, of Hall & Ruckel; A. N. Drake, of the R. T. 
Booth Co.; C. S. Smith, of the Packer Mfg. Co.; Dr. Henry C. 
Loris, of Seabury & Johnson; Albion L. Page, president of 
the Vapo-Cresolene Co.; Felix Hirseman, president of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association; George Kleinau, of 
the New York Deutscher Apotheker Verein; Dr. A. L. Gold- 
water, president of the Greater New York Pharmaceutical So- 
clety; Wm. Muir, chairman of the Committee of Legislation 
of the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society; George H. Hitch- 
cock, treasurer of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association; 
J. Weinstein, president of the New York Retail Druggists’ As- 
sociation. 

The call for the meeting was read and particular attention 
was called to that portion of the bill which provides: ‘ Any 
person shall be regarded as practicing medicine within the 
meaning of this act who shall prescribe, direct, recommend or 
advise, for the use of any other person, any remedy or agent 
whatsoever, whether with or without the use of any medicine, 
drug, instrument or other appliance, for the treatment, relief 
or cure of any wound, fracture or bodily injury, infirmity, 
physical or mental, or other defect or disease.” Colonel Fitch 
referred to the sweeping character of the proposed legislation, 
and said earnest efforts should be made to prevent its enact- 
ment. 

Among others who spoke on the bill were Felix Hirseman, 
G. H. Hitcheock, Wm. Muir, H. B. Harding, Geo. Kleinau and 
H. B. Platt. It was pointed out that if passed this bill would 
drive proprietary medicine manufacturers out of business by 
preventing them advertising their goods, or the public recom- 
mending them, and would prevent the manufacture of any 
proprietary remedies unless compounded by a registered physi- 
cian; that the bill prohibits a person from giving advice to 
another to use even the simplest kind of remedy, and would 
open the door for blackmail and persecution; that while the 
intention of the measure was perhaps a worthy one, the Dill 
as introduced was altogether too sweeping, and that Mr. Bell, 
who introduced it, had doubtless been misled in the matter. 
The proprietary medicine interests would be particularly af- 
fected by its passage. The bill was considered by some of 
those present as “too absurd to talk about.” In reply to this 
statement it was argued that there was great danger in sup- 
posing that the bill would not pass because of its absurdity; 
that similar bilis, notably the ‘‘ Poison Bottle bill,” which last 
year passed both the Senate and Assembly and almost became 
a law, notwithstanding that they were equallyabsurd measures. 

On motion of Wm. Muir, of the Kings County Pharmaceu- 
tical Society, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved, That this meeting, representing to a large extent 
the manufacturers of proprietary medicines in this State, the 
retailers and jobbers of drugs and medicines and allied in- 
terests, do most strenuously protest against the passage of 
Assembly bill No. 167, introduced by Mr. Hal. Bell, as being 
an unwarranted interference with the right of individual ac- 
tion; as dangerous to the large interests we represent, and cal- 
culated to destroy such interests; as contrary to pwblic policy 
aud unnecessary and unealled for, and mischievous in its ef- 
fects. 

A committee was appointed to attend the hearing on the 
bill before the Committee on Public Health at Albany the fol- 
lowing day, when arguments were presented against the pro- 
posed measure. The introducer of the bill has, however, 
amended it by .2dding a clause making its provisions non- 
applicable to the retail drug trade, so the object of the protest 
has been practically achieved, 
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When Assemblymen Bell's bill, designed to prohibit Chris- 
tian Scientists from practicing the healing act in this State, 
but which really affects the business of pharmacists and pro- 
prietary men much more seriously, came up for hearing at 
Albany on February 6, there were in attendance many promi- 
nent lights in the drug world. 

Among them were Felix Hirseman, president New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association; William Muir, chairman of 
the Legislative Committee of the Kings County Pharmaceu- 
tical Society; G. H. Hitchcock, chairman Legislative Commit- 
tee of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Society; George Kleinau, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee of the German Apothe- 
cary Society of New York; W. H. Walter, president of the 
National Wholesale Druggists’ Association; William F. Mc- 
Connell, secretary of the Drug Trade Section of the New York 
Board of Trade and Transportation, and F. E. Himrod, Ste- 
phen Britton and 8. B. Ayres, a committee representing the 
proprietary medicine interests. 

If these gentlemen had expected to wax eloquent against 
the bill they were robbed of the opportunity by the author of 
the bill, who opened proceedings by offering amendments to 
the bill, meeting the objections of the pharmacists, proprietary 
medicine interests and opticians, so that the latter withdrew 
opposition and the opponents of the bill heard, aside from 
the Christian Scientists, were the Osteopaths. There will be 
more hearings. 

The amendment which appeased the feelings of the drug- 
gists and proprietary men reads as follows: 

“The construction of this article is that any person shall 
be regarded as practicing medicine within the meaning of this 
act who shall give treatment to any other person, by the use 
of any remedy, agent or method whatsoever, whether with 
or without the use of any medicine or instruments or other 
appliances, for the relief or cure of any wound or fracture, 
bodily injury or infirmity, physical or mental disease.” 





Legislation in Missouri. 

St. Louis, February 5.—It begins to look as though the drug- 
gists of this State would get their pharmacy law fixed up in 
fairly good shape before the Legislature adjourns. Bills have 
been introduced in both branches which provide for the repeal- 
ing of that clause which allows physicians to register as phar- 
macists upon their medical college diplomas. A. Branden- 
berger, of Jefferson City, is looking after the bills and reports 
that there are very good prospects of their going through. He is 
a member of the Board of Pharmacy and has had considerable 
experience in securing pharmacy legislation. Heretofore the 
physicians of the State have always opposed the pharmacists 
when they endeavored to secure legislation. Now they are 
endeavoring to secure the passage of a bill which will require 
all persons desiring to register as physicians to pass an exami- 
nation before the State Board of Health. They realize that 
the influence of the pharmacists will materially help them in 
carrying their point and have signified their willingness to as- 
sist the pharmacists, providing the favor will be reciprocated. 





Kentucky Board Examination. 

At the regular quarterly meeting of the Kentucky Board of 
Pharmacy, held at Bowling Green, January 8 and 9, fourteen 
applicants were examined, of which ten passed: E. G. Fer- 
now, Louisville; W. J. Gilbert, Paducah: F. W. Hinkle, Louis- 
ville; J. W. MeTeer, Louisville; C. M. Mocquot, Paducah; Matt. 
B. St. John, Bristol, Tenn.; S. R. Sneed, Georgetown; G. H. 
Uphaus, Louisville; A. I. Wallace, Paducah; S. D. Yongue, 
Murray. 

The next examination will be held in the City Council 
chamber of Louisville, beginning at 9 o’clock Tuesday morn- 
ing, April). Applicants should have applications in the hands 
of the secretary of the Board, J. W. Gayle, Frankfort, ten days 
before that time. 





“The Open Door to Success” is the title of a dainty little 
bookiet written by Jesse L. Hopkins, of the firm of J. L. Hop- 
kins & Co., importers and drug millers, of 100 William street, 
New York City. Mr. Hopkins presents here “a few observa- 
tions noted down for the benefit of my son,” and in publishing 
them he confers a service, for his observations, while not 
startlingly new, cannot but prove helpful and encouraging to 
any young man who will study and act upon them. The little 
volume is gotten out in a delightfully dainty and artistic man- 
ner, which shows that the business man, the artist and the 
philosopher are not incompatible—in fact, may be combined in 
one person, and that, as the many friends of Mr. Hopkins can 
testify. a most delightful one. 
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Hans M. Wilder. 


On January 25 Hans M. Wilder dropped dead in the library 
of the American Philosophical Society, 104 South Fifth street, 
Philadelphia. Mr. Wilder was one of the best known pharma- 
cists in this country, and, while for a number of years he had 
been out of the drug business, he had, however, kept in touch 
with the profession. He was one of the most learned men in 
the profession and had assisted in preparing many scientific 
books. His life during the past twenty years had been devoted 
to scientific researches. While in his seventy-seventh year, he 
was still vigorous. 

Hans M. Wilder was born in Denmark and graduated from 
a college of pharmacy in that country. While still a young 
man he came to this country. Subsequently he was elected 
an honorary member of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, 
and later started in the drug business at Fifth and Poplar 
streets. He sold this store out to Dr. L. P. Reimann about 
twenty years ago, and since then had been mostly engaged 
in writing papers for scientific journals, making catalogues of 
exhibits and arranging scientific displays. He was reticent 
concerning his former life and never spoke of his family, which 
led many to believe that he was the disinherited son of a noble- 
man. While of recent years he had led the life of a recluse, he 
was to those whom he trusted a fluent talker and could con- 
verse on any subject. He had been in this country about 
forty years, and in that time had been engaged in business 
with many of the leading drug men of the United States. Be- 
sides conducting a drug store here, he at one time worked in 
Jamaica as well as in a number of the South American States. 
His principal work here has been original researches and 
translations. 

He compiled a digest of criticisms of the United States 
Pharmacopeeia for 1880, 1890 and 1900 for the chairman of 
the Committee of Revision. His “list of tests’? was the first 
thing of the kind completed, and he also prepared a book of 
drug labels similar to that of Lochman. He arranged and 
compiled a catalogue of the coins in Memorial Hall, and ar- 
ranged the antiquities in that building. He arranged the 
archeological collection in this museum, and has from time to 
time assisted in properly arranging and cataloguing books. 
He was engaged for some time in arranging the archeological 
collection in the museum of the University of Pensylvania, and 
during his life he did a large amount of work in connection 
with the United States Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr. Wilder was one of the best numismatists in the coun- 
try and he could speak at least eight languages. His knowl- 
edge of Turkish and Arabic was such that he was much sought 
for to give expert opinions on rare coins and works. He spoke 
fluently Danish, German, French, English and Italian, and 
six weeks before his death he began the study of Chinese and 
Japanese. While he was a great scientist, he was a frequent 
reader of light works and his ideal was Dumas’ “ Three 
Guardsmen.” This book he translated into every language 
he spoke. He never used,text books to learn a language and 
he was deeply interested in Dumas and that period of French 
history which the book refers to. 

His extreme reticence seemed to be due to the fact that he 
was very hard of hearing, and being very sensitive, he would 
not join in a conversation for fear that he might not under- 
stand. He was always willing to grant favors, no matter who 
might ask him, and it is said he was as free with his knowl- 
edge as a spendthrift is with his money. He was not a busi- 
ness man and did not care for money. He sought knowledge, 
and while many men of the country have been pecuniarily 
benefited by his brains, he died poor at the last. 

A gentleman who was qguite intimate with Mr. Wilder said: 
Everybody that knew him regarded his threats of suicide as 
a joke and they were not seriously taken. He was a writer 
for many pharmaceutical journals as well as other scientific 
papers. He helped the curator of the University of Penn- 
sylvania in arranging the exhibits, and for a a while helped 
Professor Maisch ou his work on materia medica, and took 
great delight in collating observations from various journals. 
He has assisted almost every compiler of text books on chem- 
istry, pharmacy and materia medica in the country. After 
he gave up the drug store he was connected with Stearns & 
Co., of Detroit, for three years, when he came back to this 
city and never afterward was away for any length of time.” 

Although he sold out his store at Fifth and Poplar, he 
always clung to that neighborhood. At his death he lived at 
531 North Third street. 

Altogether Mr. Wilder was a unique figure in pharmacy. 
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GREATER NEW YORK. 


A fourteen months’ cruise on his new yacht is planned by 
Commodore I. E. Emerson. 


D. G. Hilliard, of Linden, N. J., is refitting his drug store at 
a big expense. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Kings County Phar- 
maceutical Society will be held to-morrow, February 12. 


, The Nicolai Drug Company of Brooklyn is a new corpora- 
tion capitalized at $2,000. Directors—P. F. Lenhart, Paul 
Nicolai and A. F. Lenhart, Brooklyn. 


The first examination by the All-State Board of Pharmacy 
was held on Wednesday, January 16. There were thirteen 
candidates. 


The Carroll Drug Co., at Passaic, N. J., is planning exten- 
sive alterations that will cost several thousand dollars, and 
make the pharmacy cne of the handsomest in the county. 


Adam Eaglert, a druggist, has been held in $1,000 bail in 
this city on a charge of failing to account for money alleged 
to have been borrowed from his fiancee. 


The Richmond Borough Pharmaceutical Association will 
hold its next meeting at the Crescent Hotel, St. George, Staten 
Island, this (Monday) evening, February 11, at 9:30. 


The schedules of the Holtin Chemical Co., 93 Maiden lane, 
show liabilities, $10,125; nominal assets, $4,947, and actual 
assets, $1,000. 


The drug store of Wm. Oettinger, of No. 623 Wythe avenue, 
Brooklyn, was recently entered by burglars and robbed of a 
small amount. 


Julius A. Sachs, druggist, of 180th street and Bathgate 
avenue, has filed a petition in bankruptcy; with liabilities, 
$12,876, and assets, $2,775. He has been in the drug business 
eight years and opened the above store in August last. 


But one candidate—Henry M. Fertig, of New Rochelle— 
was successful at the first examination by the Eastern Section 
of the Board of Pharmacy. There were 13 candidates ex- 
amined. 


A romance in which a Brooklyn druggist figures has just 
come to light, 'Che pharmacist in question is Arthur E. Raitano, 
of 348 Smith street, Brooklyn, and to wed him the Countess 
Ermelinda Califano traveled all the way from Naples and is 
to renounce her title. The marriage takes place on May 15. 


An injunction has been obtained by W. R. Warner & Co. 
against the Searle & Hereth Co., of Chicago, for infringement 
of their trade-mark ‘“ Pancree-pepsine,’ the defendant com- 
pany’s term of “ Pancro-pepsine”’ being considered an in- 
fringement. < 


Gustav Brandus, class of ’89, N. Y. C. P., in business at 
Classon and St. Mark’s avenues, Brooklyn, was married on 
January 7, to Miss Lena Bothe. The announcement came as a 
surprise to his many friends, who have always considered him 
Cupid-proof. 


Announcement has been made of the removal of the offices 
of the M. J. Breitenbach Co. on April 1 to the ground floor of 
No. 53 Warren street. The entire building will be occupied 
by the company, and is now being overhauled and improved 
to suit their needs. 

The Drug Clerks’ Circle gave its second annual ball and 
reception on February 1, at Webster Hall, Eleventh street and 
Third avenue. There was a large attendance, a concert pre- 
ceding the dancing. Among those present were a delegation 
from the Retail Druggists’ Association and many members 
of the senior class of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. 


At the annual meeting of the General Chemical Co., held 
recently, a dividend of one per cent. on the common stock was 
declared, and the following officers elected: President, William 
H. Nichols; first vice-president, Sanford H. Steele; second vice- 
president, Charles Robinson Smith; secretary, J. Herbert Bagg; 
treasurer, James L. Morgan. 


Theodore Neiteler, of 348 East Forty-ninth street, a book- 
keeper employed by the Consolidated Drug Company, of 178 
Avenue A, was recently held on a charge of embezzlement 
preferred by Albert Wurthman, treasurer of the concern. The 
company charges that he has appropriated to his own use 
$2,000 in the last two years. 

The drug trade was visited during the past fortnight by 
Wm. Thompson, of John lL. Thompson’s Sons & Co., Troy, N. 
Y.: James Pearson, Toronto, Ont.; Adolph Mack. of Mack & 
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Co., San Francisco, who is here with his wife and daughter 
and will attend the inaugural ceremonies at Washington before 
he returns to the Pacific slope. 


The plant of the Mutual Chemical Co., of Jersey City, con- 
sisting of ten buildings covering an area 1,000 feet long and 
500 feet wide, was destroyed by fire on February 5. About 
150 men and boys were employed at the works, which were run- 
ning day and night. The company manufactured soda, potash 
and various kinds of chemicals. It is owned by St. Louis men. 
The loss is estimated at $50,000. 


The bustling abilities of Chairman I. P. Tuthill are being 
used to great advantage in inciting interest regarding the 
annual ball and reception of the Alumni Association of the 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, which takes place on the even- 
ing of February 13 at the Hotel Argyle, Brooklyn. There is 
every evidence that the affair will be a success in all respects; 
the attendance both from Brooklyn and Manhattan boroughs 
promising to be both large and representative. 


Wholesale druggists in this city have been notified of the 
urrest in Philadelphia of William Annear, who is charged with 
perpetrating wholesale frauds by assuming the name of a 
reputable dealer in oils and chemicals in that city. Some 
weeks ago the real Mr. Annear received bills for large quan- 
tities of chemicals which he had not ordered. The headquar- 
ters of the other Mr. Annear was found. It was said that 
drugs worth $1,800 had been received there. The prisoner was 
held in $1,200 bail to answer. 


The Holtin Chemical Company, manufacturer of patent 
medicines, at Nos. 93 and 95 Maiden lane, has made an assign- 
ment to Harry L. Leavitt. The deed was signed by C. B. 
Frazier, secretary and treasurer. Melvin G. Weinstock, the at- 
torney, said that the failure was due to poor collections. The 
liabilities are $4,500 and nominal assets $5,500. The company 
was incorporated in August, 1899, under West Virginia laws, 
with an authorized capital stock of $75,000, of which it was 
said $7,500 was paid in in cash. 


A verdict of $500 was handed down by Justice O’Gorman 
in the Supreme Court in the suit which Edward H. Smith 
brought against the drug firm of Joseph S. Badour & Co. to 
recover $2,500 damages and $55 medical expenses incurred in 
the treatment of his infant daughter, Juliet, on the ground 
that for a prescription calling for 12 tablets of calomel there 
was substituted a dozen strychnine pills, each containing one- 
twentieth of a grain. ‘The child is now in perfect health, it 
was testified. 


Ed. G. Wells, of the M. J. Breitenbach Co., New York, is 
spending a few days at Old Point Comfort, Va. The Hotel 
Chamberlain, in Old Point, was sold at auction last week, 
and Mr. Wells, whose joking proclivities are well known, 
attended the sale, giving out that he was thinking of buying 
the property for the purpose of converting it into a factory for 
the manufacture of pepto-mangan. The property sold for 
$300,000, which was $296,000 more than E. G. Wells was pre- 
pared to bid, so the great opportunity was lost. 


George J. Seabury’s name stands high in the list of candl- 
dates for the Mayoralty of New York in a straw vote now 


being conducted by the New York Tribune. Each number of 
the Tribune contains a coupon, on which a vote may be re- 
corded, together with the name and address of the voter. 
Since no person is allowed to vote more than once the large 
pumber of votes received by Mr. Seabury is a very substantial 
recognition of his popularity. Mr. McKesson has also received 
some votes in the canvass. 


Arthur C. Searles, formerly of the firm of La Wall & 
Searles, pharmacists, Avenue B and Eighth street, has filed a 
petition in bankruptcy in connection with a real estate busi- 
ness carried on by him. The liabilities are $419,336 and nomi- 
nal assets $22,350, consisting of notes, $7,350 and a life in- 
surance policy of $15,000 in force less than a year. Of the 
liabilities $153,000 are secured by bond and mortgages, $160,- 
56S are unsecured. There are also eighteen claims unsecured, 
the amounts of which are unknown, and $105,768 of accommo- 
dation paper. Mr. Searles was formerly president of the 
Alumni Association of the New York College of Pharmacy, of 
the American Sick Benefit and Accident Association, and grand 
treasurer of the Knights of Honor. 


We are in receipt of the following note from the American 
Soda Fountain Co., successors to John Matthews: “On page 
56 of your January 28 issue we notice a statement that the 
handsome soda fountain of IF. W. Kinsman, Jr., Company, 
Eighth avenue and 125th street, New York, was furnished by 
the Liquid Carbonic Acid Gas Mfg. Co. This is a mistake, as 
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the apparatus, counters and all the accessories were furnished 
by this house. Mr. Kinsman has expressed his satisfaction 
with the work and advises us that if he had it all to do over 
again he would not make a change in a single particular. We 
think, therefore, that we are entitled to the credit for this 
large installation, and will be obliged if you will kindly make 
the correction.” 


Although it was announced that the registration of pharma- 
cists by the State Board would begin on January 14, it was 
not until the 21st that the necessary blanks were received. 
Those who cailed at the offices of the Board at the College of 
Pharmacy were infcrmed of the state of affairs, so that the 
first week of the past fortnight was devoted merely to the 
transcription of names and addresses, the applicants being 
informed that the necessary blanks would be mailed to them 
to fill out, together with all other needed information. <A 
point that was apparently overlooked by some of the ap- 
plicants, although it mattered little in the absence of the 
printed forms, was that it was necessary that they should 
bring with them their qualifications and registration certifi- 
cates. 


WAKNING TO NEW YORK DRUGGISTS. 


Dr. A. H. Goelet, of this city, asks us to warn drug- 
gists throughout Greater New York not to put up prescriptions 
for morphine or opium under any condition on orders written 
on his blanks. A patient has recently secured large quantities 


‘of morphine by writing for herself prescriptions on the Doc- 


tor’s blanks and signing them A. H. G., as is his custom. Dr. 
Goelet advises us that he has not written a prescription for 
either of the drugs during the past 18 years. 


LEHN & FINK IN TEMPORARY QUARTERS. 


For an excellent example of the energy and executive 
ability that makes the name of the American business man 
respected all over the world, the work which Albert Plaut has 
done toward placing the establishment of Lehn & Fink in line 
to attend to business the same as usual, despite the losses sus- 
tained by the big fire of January 25, stands out in bold relief. 

The entire oftice and stock in the four-story building at 128 
William street was entirely wiped out, yetat the temporaryquar- 
ters at 77 and 79 Beekman street, the usual trade is going on 
almost as though nothiug had ever happened to interfere 
with it. 

Within three days after the fire the firm had begun to ship 
goods, and in iess than a week the new quarters were fixed up 
with shelving and such other facilities as a bottle washing 
plant, packing and shipping departments, offices, ete., and a 
large stock of goods. 

When asked as to how the firm was getting on, Mr. Plaut 
said: “ Quite as well as can be expected. There is a double 
force now working with our sew building. and we hope to get 
into it in about four or five weeks. The firms in our line of 
trade have been very kind in the extension of trade courtesies 
and have aided us greatly.” 

The firm has been the recipient of any number of letters 
snd telegrams from ail parts of the country containing expres- 
sions of sympatby and good will. They have also received 
numerous complimentary orders “to be shipped when con- 
venient.” 

The new nine-story building at 120 William street may be 
ready for occupancy by March 1. It is a large and handsome 
building with an ell extending to John street, where the ship- 
ping department will be located, while the office will be in the 
William street end. The new building will be supplied with 
unsurpassed facilities, and will be a credit to the drug trade 
and the city. The building is strictly fire proof. 

The loss by the fire has’ been put at $150,000, and the firm 
was fully insured. No satisfactory explanation has yet been 
given as to the origin of the blaze. The stock of Thurston & 
Braidict was damaged about $20.000 worth by water and 
smoke. 

BOARD OF TRADE COMMITTEES. 


Chairman FE. W. Fitch. of the drug trade section of the 
Board of Trade, has named the following committees: Execu- 
tive—J. H. Stallman, Thomas F. Main, Albert Bluen, Fred- 
erick M. Robinson and George Merck. Legislation—Johi M. 
Peters, Andrew B. Rogers, Albert Plaut, James G, Shaw and 
I. Hawley. Membership—Herman A, Metz, Joseph A. Velsor. 
W. S. Hilber, Edward G. Wells and P. H. Brickelmauer. Arbi- 
tration—George M. Olcott, William S. Mersereau, C. E. Tyler, 
T. Sherwood Coffin and James B. Horner. Manufacturing 
Chemists—John Anderson, Thomas P. Cook, Henry T. Jarrett, 
Jacob Kleinhaus and William A. Hamann. Importers of Es- 
sential Oils—Francis H. Sloan. Carl Brucker, Christian G. 
Euler and George Leuders. Manufacturing Pharmacists—Er- 
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nest Stauffen, William J. Schieffelin, Samuel W. Fairchild, 
Horatio N. Fraser and George W. Hopping. Jobbing Drug- 
gists—Albert Plaut. chairman and one representative from each 
jobbing drug house in the drug trade section, and Irving Mc- 
Kesson, secretary of the committee. Manufacturing Perfum- 
ers—Sturgis Cottin, Henry Dalley, Jr., and Richard M. Colgate. 
Importers of Drugs and Chemicals—-Carl B. Franc, James 
Hartford, George R. Hillier, Jesse L. Hopkins, Emil Levi, Wil- 
liam B. Kaufman and Karl F. Steifel. 


DRUG TRADE CLUB BY-LAWS 


For the purpose of considering certain- proposed amend- 
ments to the by-laws a special meeting of the Drug Trade 
Club was held on February 7. The changes adopted exclude 
Article 2 relating to the Board of Governors, and change the 
wording of Sections 1 and 2 of Article 7 relating to amend- 
ments, repeals and suspensions of the by-laws by substituting 
the words “at any meeting of the Board of Governors,” in- 
stead of ‘‘at any meeting of the club.’ It was also decided to 
amend the by-laws so that the resident membership of the 
clvb be limited to all persons whose place of business was 
within five miles of the city instead of fifty miles. The limit 
of 300 resident members has been reached, and by the change 
those nearby may become non-resident members, to which 
class there is no limit. The date of the annual meeting was. 
changed from the first Monday in October to the first Monday 
in February, and instead of a quorum being one-third of the 
entire membership, it is now twenty-five resident members. 
An amendment to the house rules permits members to give 
privilege cards, which entitle the holder to two weeks’ use of 
the rooms to persons residing in New York City. Hitherto: 
within fifty miles of the city was the limit. 


SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. 


There was a large attendance at the meeting of the Society 
of Chemical Industry at the Chemist Club on January 25. 
Considerable interest was manifested in the paper of Dr. E. 
Hautke on “ The Presence of Arsenic in Beer.’”’ The subject 
was treated in a masterly way, the author showing that the 
products of American origin were absolutely free from arsenic, 
whereas English samples showed appreciable quantities of 
arsenic, but in such minute quantities that they could not have 
injurious effect on the human system. 

Dr. Wallerstein, Dr. Martin Waldstein, Professor Coblentz, 
of the College of Pharmacy: Dr. Pellew, of Columbia Univer- 
sitv; Dr. Cohen, of Merck & Co., all confirmed the results of 
Dr. Hautke. Others who discussed the paper were Dr. Wag- 
ner, T. J. Parker and Captain Aspinwall, while a letter on the 
subject was read from Dr. H. W. Wiley, the Government 
chemist. 

Another interesting paper read was that by Jokuhi Taka- 
mine on the active principle of the suprarenal gland which he 
had isolated in chemically pure state. 

The reading of other papers was postponed until the next 
meeting, to take place on February 15. 


N. Y. C, P. Alumni Dance. 


The Alumni Association of the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York celebrated its thirtieth anniversary by a ball 
(the sixth annual) at the Lenox Lyceum, this city, on Wednes- 
day evening, January 30, and the unqualified success of the 
affair both as a social function and a reunion of the Alumni 
was a matter of congratulation to all concerned. The attend- 
ance exceeded that of any previous occasion, anu the sixth 
annual ball establishes a new record for the association, giv- 
ing abundant evidence of its strength and the close fraternal 
feeling which prevails among the members. Upward of 270 
gentlemen inscribed their names on the register, and about 150 
couples took part in the grand march. The ball proper was 
preceded by a concert, which was timed to commence at 9 
p. m., but it was nearly 10 o’clock before the first number on 
the programme was given. The concert consisted of musical 
selections by the Eighth Regiment Band and a soprano solo by 
the prima donna, Marie Laurens. which were well received, 
Miss Laurens being encored repeatedly, and receiving the 
most enthusiastic applause. The preliminary concert lasted 
about an hour. A novel and attractive feature was the decora- 
tions of the boxes surrounding the spacious ballroom. The 
two Greek letter societies of the college—Phi Chi and Kappa 
Psi—occupied boxes to the right and left, respectively, of the 
music stage, and the names of the societies were worked in 
white and red roses on a background of ferns, while the Re- 
tail Druggists’ Bowling Association, the Faculty of the Col- 
lege, the Albion Bowling Club, the classes of 1901 and 1902 
and the college officers occupied boxes more or less elaborate- 
ly decorated. The grand march, which was led off by Charles 














AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


H. Bjorkwall and Miss Bjorkwall embraced a number of very 
graceful and novel evolutions. The dancing was kept up un- 
til a late hour, the halt presenting a scene of gayety and bril- 
liancy seldom equaled at any of the numerous society dances 
of the season. Conspicuously attractive were the unusually 
pretty costumes seen during the evening, several of the ladies 
attracting special admiration by their pretty gowns. 

All of the arrangements were admirably carried out, great 
credit being reflected on Fred Borggreve and his colleagues on 
the Executive Committee by the many cordial expressions of 
approbation heard on all sides. Charles H, Bjorkwall made a 
dignified and pleasing floor manager, and much of the success 
of the dance was due to his tact and polite attention to the 
comfort of the dancers. He was assisted by Joseph Pierson 
of the class of ’96. The Floor Committee consisted of: H. F. 
Ahrens, 97; M. A. Auerback, ’94; J. J. Brooks, ’96; F. W. 
Brown, ’99; N. Cohn, ’97; B. F. Dauscha, ’95; Geo. Decker, ’98; 
Geo. J. Durr, 95; Chas. Friedgen, ’97; J. B. Foster, ’95; C. G. 
H. Gerken, ’96; W. P. Gregorius, ’96; H. A. Graeser, M.D., ’89; 
Rudolph Gies, 95; W. A. Hoburg, Jr., 93; G. P. Hermes, ’99; 
A. Imhof, ’99; Martin D. Jewel, ’00; J. Kalish, ’73; Chas. A. 
Lotz, 00; E. P. Lant, ’98; John J. Maffia, ’98; D. Master, Jr., 
°73; Theo. Miller, ’83; John Oehler, ’79; C. S. Pfister, ’92; Ar- 
thur C. Searles, ’86; Alfred Stover, ’83; S. S. Shears, ’97; R. H. 
Timmerman, ’96; J. Tannebaum, M.D., ’94; C. R. Tyler, ’97. 





Business Brisk in Rochester. 


tochester, February 5.—The drug trade is exceptionally 
good. Business is looking up all along the line, and the 
worthy apothecary smiles peacefully as he closes his books 
and locks the safe at the close of a busy day, thinking that 
now he ean gratify a long felt wish of his heart and raise the 
office boy’s wages. 

Indeed, things are brisk. 'The outer door is constantly on 
the swing to admit the suffering, sneezing, coughing, grip- 
ridden public, who throng the drug stores in search of allevia- 
tion and cure. And the good apothecary’s mind is filled with 
sympathy—and other things—and the drug clerks rush all over 
each other in their efforts to afford relief to the plague stricken 
populace. History gives no parallel to this last phase. Who- 
ever knew anything to accelerate the motions of the deliberate 
dispenser of drugs unless it was a fire across the street, or the 
entrance of an exceedingly pretty girl ? 

There is the usual demand for proprietary remedies, and 
the physi-ians are apparently busy, judging from the number 
of prescriptions handed in. ‘ 

Rochester has, of course, its usual epidemic of grip, but 
the disease, while it is no respecter of persons and visits im- 
partially the just and (3 unjust, does not appear to assume 
as severe a form as in other years. There has also be an at- 
tempt to frighten timid persons with the smallpox bogy, but 
thus far it does not take. Then a little diversion was gotten 
up in the form of a rabies panic, but, although the “ dogs de- 
light to bark and bite,” no one has been badly hurt by this 
particular scare. 


NEW YORK STATE ITEMS. 


The drug store of O’Rourke & Hurley, at Troy, was badly 
damaged by fire on January 30. 


Bolton & Seeber Drug Company, of Watertown, N. Y. Capi- 
tal, $5,000, and directors, Edgar Seeber, Lucy M. Bolton and 
{flora Seeber, of Watertown. 


John A. Ross, a popular New Rochelle druggist, has become 
the manager of the pharmacy of the late Wm. E. Johnson. 
Mr. Ross was formerly associated with Coutant’s pharmacy. 


The Buffalo Druggists’ Bowling Ciub met its first defeat 
on January 16, at the hands of the Unions of Buffalo, whom 
the druggists had once beaten. It happened that some of the 
best men in the drug team were out of form and several of 
the others failed to appear, so the game went to their oppo- 
nents by one poirt. 


Lebbeus Burton, for many years a prominent druggist in 
Troy, died on January 28 after an illness of several days. The 
deceased was born at Norwich, Vt., June 24, 1826. He was 
educated in the Norwich High School, and went to Troy in 
1848, entering the drug business of Badeau & Stoddard. He 
was a clerk seven years, the firm becoming E. W. Stoddard & 
Co., E. W. Stoddard, and in 1855 Stoddard & Burton, the de- 
ceased being the junior member. In 1872 the firm L. Burton 
& Co. was formed, Frederick Schneider becoming a partner, 
and a few years later J. Henry Irving and Charles Cook were 
admitted. January 1, 1896, Mr. Burton retired, retaining an 
interest as special partner. The business is now conducted by 
The Schneider & Irving Drug Company. 
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Pharmacy Law Changes—Measures Affecting Pharmacy—A Board 
of Pharmacy Examination—To Try the Garst Plan. 


Boston, February 6.—The pruning and grafting of the tree 
represented by the State pharmacy law still continues, and it 
seems too much to hope that it will ever be possible to make 
the fruit satisfactory to all concerned. Several bills have been 
entered, all aimed at modifying chapter 397 of the acts of 1896 
as amended by the acts of later years. Several of them emen- 
ate from the M. 8. VP. A., and have the indorsement of the of- 
ficers of that association, as does the Underhill petition. One 
of the measures, if adopted, will so change section 4 that the 
records of the board, together with all charges and evidence, 
will be open to public inspection as section 8 now stands, three 
members of the board constitute a quorum, but a bill has been 
entered to make five a quorum for all hearings. Under section 
9 it has been possible for the board to revoke a certificate 
forever. An effort is to be made to change this so that a cer- 
tificate cannot be revoked for more than one year for a first 
offence, and the legislature will be further asked to so amend 
this same section that the board cannot consider a case until 
a man has been convicted in a court of common law. 


DRUG LEGISLATION, 


Druggists may well be thankful that the time for entering 
new legislation has expired. Here are some of the measures 
of interest to the trade: William W. Bartlet, Ph.G., wants an 
amendment to the State pharinacy laws, to provide that liquor 
may be sold by druggists to persons who may have received 
public aid within one year, when the liquor is sold upon @ 
physician's prescription (this changes a law originally passed 
several years since by petition of H. H. Faxon, a noted tem- 
perance advocate). Legislation is wanted by another bill so 
that no druggist shall forfeit his license on the ground that he 
has been convicted of a violation of the law. Another peti- 
tioner asks that the fee for sixth-class licenses be increased 
from $1 to $500. <A bill was also entered by which the adul- 
teration of drugs or beverages may be punished by imprison- 
ment of one year and a fine of $1,400. Then there is that old 
triend, a measure asking that packages of food or medicine 
offered for sale must have their formulas attached. 

Two hearings have already been held on matters important 
to druggists. The first of these was a bill providing that a pur- 
chaser of liquor from a pharmacist shall have to sign only once 
on the certificate. The petition explained that the purpose of 
the bill was to do away with the extra signatures when 
liquor is purchased for medicinal or mechanical purposes. 
At present the purchaser has to sign twice, and the 
dealer has to record the name once. The poison law 
requires no signature. The present law is a_ bother 
to worthy people, and the unworthy do not care. Charles 
IF. Nixon, Ph.G., chairman of the Board of Pharmacy, 
said he was in hearty sympathy with the object of the Dill, 
and thought the result could be better reached by doing away 
with the certificente and retaining only the book record. Wil- 
liam W. Bartlet, Ph.G., favored the bill and called attention 
to the strictness of the law governing the sale of liquor by 
druggists. 

At another hearing consideration was given the petition of 
James EF. MeKeon, of Medford and others, that the -State 
Board of Registration in Pharmacy be increased to five mem- 
bers, to be appointed for five years, and not to serve for more 
than five years consecutively. The petition further asks that 
only such persons skall be appointed as are graduates of a 
legally chartered college in pharmacy or a university having 
authority to confer degrees in pharmacy. Mr. McKeon ap- 
peared in favor of his petition, aid it was opposed by William 
W.. Bartlet, Ph.G., of the M.S. P. A. 


THE BOARD OF PHARMACY 


held an examination last week. Seventeen candidates were 
examined, and the following named were granted certificates: 
William J. Lewis, South Weymouth; Nathan Addelson, Bos- 
ion; Hedley V. DeWolf, Roxbury; Vincent J. Fitzsimon, Brock- 
ton; Charles A. Noll, Concord Junction. Mr. Lewis was a 
member of the junior class M. C. P. last year, and Mr. Noll 
was enrolled in the senior class. The name of Ralph Can- 
giano, of this city, should have appeared in the list of success- 
ful candidates of January 2. 


AT WORK ON THE GARST PLAN. 


There was a meeting of prominent druggists representing 
the M. S. P. A., the Guild and Union, in this city, on January 
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25. There was a general discussion of trade interests and a 
sub-committee was appointed to ascertain if wholesalers would 
adopt the bill head devised by Dr. Garst, which is known here 
as the Worcester plan. The committee went to work imme- 
diately and aiready have secured the consent of three whole- 
sale firms in this city to having the printing on their bill heads. 
The committee hopes to have all of the wholesale firms in 
line soon. Dr. Garst has agreed to pay for the extra printing, 
and his goods are the only ones at present named in the bills, 
but others wiil be added as soon as other proprietors consent 
to make use of this scheme. Dr, Garst is very enthusiastic, 
and desires every wholesaler in the country to adopt the Wor- 
cester plan. 


HUB NEWS. 


George B. Markoe is clerking at the corner of Berkeley and 
Tremont streets. 


G. E. Kelley, of the Charlestown district, has just added 
a Tufts carbonator to the equipment of his establishment. 


James W. Tufts, of this city, recently shipped new car- 
bonators to Frank White and Lamont & Co., both of St. John, 
N. B. 


A bill has been introduced ixto the Legislature requesting 
that the sale of cigarettes with paper covers or wrappers be 
made illegal. 


The Board of Pharmacy is not alone in having critics, for 
charges have recently been preferred against the Board of 
Registration in Medicine. 


The building on Atlantic avenue occupied by Billings, Clapp 
& Co., was the scene of a fire on February 5. The firm is not 
a heavy loser and is conducting business as usual. 


James N. North, treasurer of the American Soda Fountain 
Co., has been away for over five weeks on a business tour. 
His trip has included the Pacific Coast and the Gulf of Mexico. 


A bill has just been introduced into the Legislature asking 
that every article of food or drink containing salicylic acid, 
benzoic acid, boric acid, a fluorid, sodium-sulphite, beta, 
naphthal, formaldehyde shall be deemed to be adulterated. 


Hubbell & McGowan, of Washington and Newton streets, 
will soon open a new store on Huntington avenue, corner of 
Massachusetts avenue. This store will be directly opposite 
the new Symphony Hall, and in a rapidly growing sectien. It 
will be fitted with new hot and cold fountains from James W. 
Tuft’s establishment. 


The Northeastern section of the American Chemical Society 
held a meeting on January 17, at the Technology Club. Dr. 
H. H. Wiley, Chief of the Division of Chemistry, U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, delivered the address of the evening 
upon “ The Fourth International Congress of Applied Chemis- 
try,” held in Paris, July 23-30, 1900. 


STATE ITEMS. 


The store of Marshall S. Mead, Attleboro, was burglarized 
one night recently. 


C. T. Abbott, Melrose, is a petitioner in bankruptcy; liabili- 
ties $7,012.24, assets $4.064.16. 


C. 8. Dickinson, of Baldwinville, has just ordered a fountain 
from James W. Tufts, of this city. 


W. S. Lindsay, Marlboro, is to serve his patrons with soda 
water from a new: Tufts fountain. 

G. H. Carlisle & Co., of Lawrence, are using a fountain re- 
cently ordered from James W. Tufts’ manufactory. 


Simard & Precourt recently placed an order with James W. 
Tufts for a fountain for the new store at Leominster. 


The Chief of Police of Taunton worked up a case against 
a drug store of that town some time ago for a sale of liquor, 
employing outside assistance. Now he wants to press the mat- 
ter in court, but cannot do it because of inability to find the 
man who secured the evidence. 


NEW ENGLAND ITEMS. 

Edwin F. Merrill, of Woodstock, Vt., is to have a new 
Fufts fountain in his store. 

T. H. Delano, Rockland, Me., will draw soda water next 
summer from a new Tufts fountain. 

A new store has heen opened at Concord, N. H., by George 
E. Jacobs. It is fitted with a new Tufts fountain. 

Harris & McClearn Co., of Boothbay Harbor, Me., have 
just placed an order with James W. Tufts for a new fountain. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


The Bowlers at Work—Records of the Scores—Friction Develops— 
The Revised Pharmacy Bill. 


Philadelphia, February 1——The Wholesale Drug Bowling 
League has been launched, and the rolling of balls and the 
smashing of pins is now on in earnest. The opening game 
began on January 24. This was the first game some of the 
members ever participated in, and for a while any old way 
was the order. It appears that the tournament was started 
off wrong, as only two frames were rolled, and the games 
played on that evening do not count, as they were not accord- 
ing to Hoyle, Bransome or other authorities. 

On this memorable evening there were two matches—the 
Whitall, Tatum & Co. vs. the ** Wanderers ” and Smith, Kline 
& French Lavatory vs. Shoemaker and Busch. The ‘“* Wander- 
ers’ team is composed of representatives of outside houses, 
and if lungs were used to push the balls instead of arms, they 
would have won in a gale. The game with scores resulted as 
follows: Whitall, Tatum & Co., 673, 697; Wanderers, 622, 666. 
Smith, Kline & French Laboratory, 567, 618; Shoemaker & 
Busch, 507, 566. 

On January 21 the first regular match game was played 
between teams from Robert Shoemaker & Co. and Aschenbach 
& Miller. The game was bowled according to rules as laid 
down by the American Bowling Congress. The conditions 
were three ten frame games, the winner of each game to score 
one point. ‘The first game was won by. Robert Shoemaker by 
114 pins, but the next two by Aschenbach & Miller. The score 
stood: Robert Shoemaker & Co., 756, 720, 691; Aschenbach & 
Miller, 642, 795, 721. 

On January 30 teams from H. K. Mulford Co. and. Smith, 
Kline & French store team played their first game, which re- 
sulted in a whitewash for the latter team. The score stood: 
H. K. Mulford Co., 757, 766 and 828; Smith, KKne & French 
store team, 616, 709 and 690. 

On January 31 the Whitall, Tatum & Co. team whitewashed 
the Smith, Kline & French Laboratory team, the score stand- 
ing: Whitall, Tatum & Co., 713, 798 and 743; Smith, Kline & 
French Laboratory, 651, 646 and 644. 

The teams that comprise the Wholesale Drug Bowling 
League are as follows: Smith, Kline & French Co. (Office), 
Smith, Kline & French Co. (Laboratory), Aschenbach & Miller, 
Shoemaker & Busch, R. Shoemaker & Co., H. K. Mulford Co., 
Whitall, Tatum & Co., Wanderers. 

The officers are as follows: President, H. K. Mulford; vice- 
president, D. E. Bransome; secretary, C. P. Donnell; treasurer, 
John G. Belsterling. 

FRICTION DEVELOPS. 


While the Philadelphia Wholesale Bowling Club is not very 
old, there has already crept into it some discontent. On Feb- 
ruary 6 a meeting was held in the Bourse Building which was 
a hot one, and for a time it looked as if the ten pin hammer- 
ers would, as a club, dissolve. It appears that Aschenbach 
& Miller have been playjng A. C. Smith on its team. His 
presence on the team was objected to by the Smith, Kline & 
French Co. and Robert Shoemaker & Co.’s clubs, it being 
claimed he was not a wholesaler, but a retailer. This led to 
a big discussion, and an effort was made to have the by-laws 
amended so as to let the clubs stand as they are. Aschenbach 
& Miller representation said they did not have enough to draw 
from to form a bowling club of six. After considerable dis- 
cussion it was decided to have five men constitute a team. 
This action put Mr. Smith out, but it is understood that he 
will play with the Wanderers. 

The following is the schedule of games: 


™" SCHEDULE OF THE PHILADELPHIA DRUG TRADE LEAGUE. 


January 25, Whitail, Tatum & Co. vs. Wanderers; Smith, 
Kline, French Co. Laboratory vs. Shoemaker & Busch. Jan- 
uary 29, R. Shoemaker & Co. vs. Aschenbach & Miller; Smith, 
Kline, French Co. Store vs. H. K. Mulford & Co. January 31, 
Smith, Kline, French Co. Laboratory vs. Whitall, Tatum & 
Co. February 5, Wanderers vs. Shoemaker & Busch. Febru- 
ary 7, Aschenbach & Miller vs. H. K. Mulford & Co. Febru- 
ary 12, R. Shoemaker & Co. vs. Smith, Kline, French Co. Store. 
February 14, Shoemaker & Busch vs. Whitall, Tatum & Co. 
February 19, Smith, Kline, French Co. Laboratory vs. Wander- 
ers. February 21, Aschenbach & Miller vs. Smith, Kline, 
French Co. Store. February 26, R. Shoemaker & Co. vs. H. 
K. Mulford & Co. February 28, Whitall, Tatum & Co. vs. 
Aschenbach & Miller. March 5, Wanderers vs. R. Shoemaker 
& Co. March 7, Smith, Kline, French Co. Store vs. Smith, 
Kline, French Co. Laboratory. March 12, Shoemaker & Busch 
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vs. H. K. Mulford & Co. March 14, Whitall, Tatum & Co. 
vs. Smith, Kline, French Co. Store. March 19, Wanderers vs. 
H. K. Mulford & Co. March 26, Smith, Kline, French Co. 
Laboratory vs. Aschenbach & Miller. April 2, R. Shoemaker 
& Co. vs. Shoemaker & Busch. April 4, Whitall, Tatum & 
Co. vs. H. K. Mulford & Co. April 9, Wanderers vs. Smith, 
Kline, French Co. Store. April 11, Shoemaker & Busch vs. 
Aschenbach & Miller. April 16, R. Shoemaker & Co. vs. Smith, 
Kline, French Co. Laboratory. April 18, Smith, Kline, French 
Co. Store vs. Shoemaker & Busch. April 23, Whitall, Tatum 
& Co. vs. R. Shoemaker & Co. April 25, Aschenbach & Miller 
vs. Wanderers. April 30, H. K. Mulford & Co. vs. Smith, 
Kline, French Co. Laboratory. 


THE REVISED PHARMACY BILL 


The committee appointed by the Retail Drug Association 
of this city has about completed its labors with the State 
Legislative Committee which was formed to draft a bill in 
the interest of the druggists. All the work in this matter has 
been done, and on February 11 the bill is to be presented to 
the house. 'The new pharmacy bill will differ from the old one 
chiefly in licensing all stores that sell drugs and medicines, 
not as now, when only a registered physician has to pay a 
license. This is made to apply to all department stores and 
other establishments that handle proprietary articles. 

The clause in reference to registration is to be done away 
with so that there will be no reregistration fee after once the 
druggist has taken out his first registration papers. There is 
also to be registration of apprentices, and this certificate is to 
be the evidence of the length of time that he has been in the 
business. The powers and duties of the Pennsylvania Phar- 
maceutical Examining Board are to be more definitely defined 
than is the case in the old act, and there is to be a clause pro- 
hibiting the sale of narcotic poisons. That is, a druggist can 
be warned not to sell poisons to a certain person, the same as 
is done in the liquor business. 


PHILADELPHIA ASSOCIATION OF RETAIL DRUGGISTS. 


The Philadelphia Association of Retail Druggists met on 
February 1 at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. Presi- 
dent Rumsey presided, and there were about 80 members pres- 
ent. The report of the financial secretary showed a balance 
on hand of $225.16. Considerable interest was evinced in the 
progressive euchre that has been set for February 19, and there 
was some applause at the annauncement that the first prize 
would be a complete carbonating machine valued at $225. 
The Executive Committee reported that it had had a decision 
from the Tax Assessor that druggists need not return the 
amount of their sales of articles of their own manufacture in 
their affidavit of the “amount of business.” The effect of 
this decision was to exempt from taxation as “ retail busi- 
ness”? all prescriptions compounded, all remedies and toilet 
preparations made by the druggist in his store and all articles, 
in short, as were manufactured by the retail druggist, either 
galenical preparations or such as he made for general sale. 

A member called attention to the alleged fact that drug: 
gists were supplying medicine to the Bureau of Charities for 
the outdoor poor of the city at a figure that could only mean 
either that the druggist lost money on his bid or that he used 
an inferior quality of drugs. He recommended the appoint- 
ment of a committee to look into the matter, and a committee 
of five was appointed for that purpose. 





Dowieites Wreck Chicago Drug Stores, 


Drug circles in Chicago were intensely excited last week 
over the lawless actions of some half dozen women followers 
of Dowie, the faith-cure leader. Incited by the tactics of Mrs. 
Carrie Nation, whose saloon smashing proclivities have created 
so much consternation in Kansas, they proceeded to wreck 
drug stores on the ground that drugs were the agents of the 
devil. The women wore automobile coats and concealed their 
implements of destruction under them. As they left the drug 
stores they sang hymns, and as the policemen did not know 
what they had been up to, they escaped arrest. The drug store 
of Charles G. Foucek, at Eighteenth street and Centre avenue, 
was the first place visited. After upbraiding him for selling 
drugs, the leader gave a signal and the smashing of shelves 
and showcases and boxes began. The druggist was also at- 
tacked with canes and umbrellas, but he summoned his clerks, 
who armed themselves with buckets of water, and the women 
were finally dispersed. The same tactics were employed in 
the drug stores of B. Lowanthal, Leo L. Mazek, Herman 
Limerman and O. Shapiro. 
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Owl Drug Co. of San Francisco to Open a Store in Chicago—A 
$250,000 Drug Corporation—Shorter Hours for Illinois Drug 
Clerks. 


Chicago, February 5.—Another big aggressive tut-rate drug 
store will be opened in the down town district within a year. 
This announcement was made recently by D. W. Kirkland, 
president of the Owi Drug Co., to a correspondent of the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST, Who talked with him in Los Angeles. 
It is the expectation to have the store do both a wholesale 
and a retail business. It will be operated in connection with 
the Owl Company’s stores in San Francisco, Oakland and Los 
Angeles. Mr. Kirkland said the only delay he expected would 
be the possible inability to secure a suitable site. 

The Owl Drug Company is a bitter foe to the N. A. R. D. 
and is now engaged in a legal war with California represent- 
atives of the association. Their stores are decorated with signs 
bearing the words “ Boycott, Boycott ” in large letters. Across 
the front of the Los Angeles store is a big canvas sign which 
reads: ; 

BOYCOTT AND CONSPIRACY 
AGAINST THE OwL DrvuG Company. 
The weak-kneed wholesale druggists surrender to the local combine. 
F. W. BRAUN & CO. 
HAAS BRUCH & CO. 
of this city 
Refuse to sell us until we raise our prices as demanded by the 
retail drug trust. 


OWL DRUG CO, LOSES ITS SUIT. 


The Owl Company sued F. W. Braun & Co., Haas Bruch & 
Co., wholesalers, the Los Angeles Retail Pharmacists’ Asso- 
ciation and a number of retail concerns for $50,000 for con- 
spiring together and inducing the wholesale dealers to cease 
selling the plaintiff patent medicines. The plaintiff 
alleged that the retail houses had combined to keep up prices, 
that the Owl Company had refused to enter the deal, and that 
a boycott had resulted. Judge Shaw, of the Superior Court of 
Los Angeles, ruled on demurrer that he did not believe there 
was sufiicient ground for a damage suit and that he did not 
believe there had been any illegal restraint of trade. The 
court held: 

“Tt has been suggested that the defendants have formed 
a combination to keep up prices and that this is in restraint 
of trade and therefore against public policy and illegal for 
that reason. I do not think the point well taken. Persons 
engaged in business have a right to use all lawful means to 
obtain high prices for the goods they have to sell where the 
goods are not of a sort deemed to be necessaries of life, and to 
do this either alone or in combination with others. For this 
purpose they have the right to withhold their patronage from 
those who do not act with them in furtherance of their inter- 
ests. All trade is to a certain extent selfish in its operations, 
and an agreement among traders in this class of goods that 
they will trade only with those who will act with them in the 
bettering of their business is not illegal in the sense here in- 
tended. Such an agreement may not be enforcible in the 
courts when an action is founded upon it, but the use of such 
an agreement to induce others to act is not the use of unlawful 
means of which a third person whose trade suffers from the 
act can complain, or make the foundation of an action for 
damages.” 

Mr. Kirkland defends aggressive cutting by saying that it 
is the only way in which to fight department stores. He holds 
that if Chicago druggists had cut prices promptly the depart- 
ment stores could have gained no foothold. He says the legal 
fight will go on and that he expects to win. The Owl Com- 
pany, he says, will operate its Chicago store independently of 
the “ syndicate.” 


{{ THE DRUG STORE SYNDICATE INCORPORATED. 


Soon after the AMERICAN DRUGGIST gave publicity to the 
operations of the “syndicate” which is acquiring control of 
the down town drug stores the following corporation secured 
papers of the Secretary of State for Illinois: 

The Dearborn Chemical Company, Chicago; capital stock, 
$250,000; paid up, $25,000; to manufacture, compound, buy, 
sell, dealin and handle drugs, chemicals, proprietary and other 
medicines, soaps, perfumes, toilet articles, soda water, tobacco, 
cigars, etc., and to do a general drug business. Incorporators, 
George S. Lord, Joseph Trienens, Charles R. Dickerson, 
Charles W. Hayden and Chas. H. Baldwin. 













All the incorporators are connected with the wholesale 
house of Lord, Owen & Co. with the exception of Joseph 
Trienens, who is manager of the Buck & Rayner stores, and 
Chas. H. Baldwin, an attorney. 






are me 





A SHORTER HOURS BILL IN ILLINOIS. 


Drug clerks are greatly pleased over a bill introduced by 
Representative Hunt in the State Legislature at Springfield 
demanding short hours for the clerks. The bill is designed to 
apply to cities of 500,000 or more inhabitants, and this, of 
course, means Chicago. The bill reads: 

“No pharmacist or drug clerk employed in any pharmacy 
or drug store shall be required to work more than seventy 
hours a week. Nothing in this section shall prohibit working 
overtime during any week for the purpose of making a shorter 
succeeding week, provided, however, that the aggregate num- 
ber of hours in any such two weeks shall not exceed 140 hours. 
The hours shall be arranged so that a pharmacist or drug clerk 
shall be entitled to and shall receive at least one full day off 
in two consecutive weeks. 

‘* No proprietor of any drug store or pharmacy shall require 
' any pharmacist or drug clerk to sleep in any room or apart- 

ment in or connected with such store which does not comply 
with the sanitary regulations of the local Board of Health. 
“A failure to comply with any of the provisions of this act 
shall be deemed a misdemeanor. This act shall apply to cities 
of 500,000 or more inhabitants.” 
Some drug clerks claim that they are compelled to work 
as high as 90 hours a week and that in many cases where 
they sleep in the store the conditions are unsanitary. This, 
they hold, is a poor return for obtaining a college education 
and putting in several years gaining experience. 
The bill has been given hearty support thus far, and it is 
i believed that it will pass. It has been pointed out in favor of 
~ the measure that a tired and sleepy drug clerk who has worked 
almost all day and night is in no condition to put up a pre- 
scription where a slight mistake may be fatal. Editorial com- 
ment in the daily papers shows that the bill has been given a 
cordial reception. 


























OFFICERS FOR THE U, S. PHARMACAL CO. 





The annual meeting of the United States Pharmacal Co. 
was held January 22. Directors were elected, and reports 
showed that business had increased 27% per cent. during the 
last year. These directors were chosen: 

For term expiring January, 1901: Bruno Batt, G. U1, Sohr- 
beck, Jas. H. Wells, C. A. Storer, H. F. Hassebrock; for term 
expiring January, 1902, Wm. K. Forsyth, Rich. C. Frerksen, 
Jobn B. Mount, J. S. Hottinger, H. J. Holthoefer; for term 
expiring January, 1903, Louis K. Waldron, Frederick Klein, 
Andrew Scherer, Lawrence Hesselroth, Fred. M. Schmidt. 

The directors met the next day and chose these officers: 

President, Louis K. Waldron; vice-president, H. F. Hasse- 
breck; secretary, C. A. Storer; treasurer, Frederick Klein; 
manager, Herbert W. Snow. 






— 












; POETIC 





VETERANS. 






At the last meeting of the Chicago Veteran Druggists’ As- 
sociation two of the members followed the example set by Mr. 
: Weg and dropped into poetry. Mr. Bodemann’s muse took the 
form of a parody of the familiar lines, ‘‘ Laugh and the world 
laughs with you,” while Mr. Biroth was moved by the spirit 
and verse of the Persian poet to admonish his hearers to 












i Make the most of what we yet may spend, 
Before we, too, into the dust descend : 

Dust into dust and under dust to lie, 

Sans wine, sans song, sans singer and sans end. 







1 CHICAGO JOTTINGS. 
! 


Harry F. Krueger, a druggist at Clybourn and Fullerton 

avenues, has been arrested on the charge of obtaining money 

| under false pretences. He is accused by several express com- 

panies for which he was agent. It is alleged that his troubles 

have been brought about by his infatuation for May Irwin, 
who lives in Dearborn avenue. 











Frank J. Wall, manager of the Chicago branch of Charles 
Pfizer & Co., died of pneumonia on February 1, at Seattle, 
Wash., where he had gone on a business trip. Mr. Wall was 
; about 40, and was a native of Connecticut. He had been with 
Pfizer & Co. for ten years, and had previously been connected 
with Keasbey & Mattison. 


Austin druggists are trying to form an agreement to close 
their stores at 9:30 o’clock at night until March 1. The drug- 
gists say that business is not good enough to warrant them in 
keeping open. 
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THE KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD. 





Notes of the Traveling Salesmen. 


Our Portrait Gallery. 

















Charles Siller. 


Traveling representative of Max Zeller, New York City. 


Genial Charles Siller, whose picture adorns our column this 
week, on the 30th of January completed his thirtieth year in 
the employ of the wholesale drug house of Zeller, having en- 
tered its service as errand boy an January 30, 1871. After 
serving in every department of the house he gained a complete 
and practical knowledge of all foreign drugs, and while acting 
as buyer for the firm was one of the prominent figures among 
the drug brokers and resident buyers for the jobbers of the 
country. He then began his long career as a commercial trav- 
eler, going as far West as the Mississippi Valley. Upon the 
succession of Mr. Max Zeller to Julius Zeller, his travels were 
mostly confined to New York State, and on the death of W. 
H. Mauell he undertook to cover this popular salesman’s entire 
route and has made a huge success of it, being now perma- 
nently located in Rochester, and making tours through New 
York State and Peunsylvania. Mr. Siller is a wholesouled, 
big hearted fellow, and deep was the regret and heartfelt sym- 
pathy extended to him by his host of friends throughout the 
drug trade when several ,years ago he met with an accident 
which resuited in the loss of that most valuable member of a 
salesman’s composition, “the glad right hand.” But Charlie 
how says “shake with the left, its nearer the heart.” Mr. 
Siller was an adept and skillful penman, and the loss of his 
right hand was a serious drawback to him for a time, but 
with his usual resourcefulness overcame this obstacle, until 
now he writes as wel!, if not better, with his left than he ever 
did with his right hand. The fact that he has been in the em- 
ploy of one firm for 30 years proves now honestly and faith- 
fully he must have served. 


Charles A. Wetmore, of Camden, who has been connected 
with McKesson & Robbins, of New York, for several years, 
and prior to that was employed by J. H. Sheehan & Co., of 
Utica, as their traveling saleman, has been elected secretary of 
the North Coast & Olancho Valley Railroad Company, in Hon- 
duras, Central America. The head offices will be in New York, 
where Mr. Wetmore will be located. 


The boys in the drug trade are just now engaged in a lively 
competition, started by the Donnell Mfg. Co., of 612 South 
Sixth Street, St. Louis. Every dollar box of the White Rabbit 
Egg Dye contains 40 5-cent packages and 16 different color 
designs paper dyes. By selling 35 boxes of these dyes the 
salesmen are entitled either to a Paul E. Wirt 14-karat gold 
fountain pen or to an English imported pear] handled pocket 
knife of the best Manchester steel, each knife inclosed in a 
nice leather case. If further particulars are needed, the com- 
pany will be pleased to send them. 

















Boston.—This city has a local knight (without mentioning 
names) whose handwriting reminds one very strongly of a 
Chinese laundry check. He recently sent in an order for goods 
to be shipped to a general store in a Maine seaport town. In 
filling the order the shipping clerks were puzzled by the last 
item on the order, which was finally translated as ‘“‘ twenty- 
five pound German frankfurt sausage.’ As it is not unusual 
for the firm to accommodate country customers by procuring 
for them goods outside of their own line, the frankfurts were 
obtained from the nearest provision dealer and duly packed 
with the other goods. Upon the return of our “ rough writer” 
salesman the fact was disclosed that the supposed frankfurter 
item was a notation intended to read “ By steamer Frank 
Jones.” The customer to whom the frankfurts were shipped 
is known as an erratic old gentleman, and the boys in the 
oftice say it is going to be no “cinch” to soothe his ruffled 
feelings. 


William E. Berry, who travels for James W. Tufts, of this 
city, has just been on a business tour of St. John and Halifax 
and adjoining sections. Of course, he sent in many orders for 
new fountains. 


J. S. Gibbons seldom visits this classic town, but he was 
here Jast week. He drums for Bretzfelder, Bronner & Co., 
Louisville, Ky., and his specialty is the amber colored product 
of that State. 


Philadelphia.—Rudolph Wirth has once more been with us 
on his regular semi-monthly visits, and left us apparently 
happy. 


After a prolonged absence Fred. A. Fenno has paid us a 
visit, and Wallace & Co. undoubtedly profited by his trip, as 
is usual. 


Captain A. E. Rulon, who sells goods for the great and 
only Munyon, is calling on the trade here and making hosts 
of friends for himself. The captain is one of the most popular 
men on the road and his employer is fortunate in having se- 
cured his services. 

The Sen-Sen Co. is now represented here by Chas. T. White, 
who is booming trade for T. B. Dunn Co. 


Chas. W. Moore, of the Kola Chemical Co., of Reading, Pa., 
has been with us and says his company will make a big bid 
for trade in this city this summer. 


The Luyties Homeopathic Pharmacy Co. is represented by 
Dr. L. J. Knerr, and a very good representative he-is. 


Mr. Hennecke, of McKesson & Robbins, is with us and we 
would like to keep him here permanently, for he is good 
enough to be a Philadelphian. 


J. B. Brunner, of the Royal Glue Co., of Washington, has 
returned to this city from a visit to the home office, and is once 
more energetically pushing the sale of royal glue. 


Cc. M. Edwards has just arrived from Pittsburg, and says 
Gilpin, Langdon & Co. will be shipping goods there for some 
time to come. 


Johnson & Johnson’s tireless worker, D. E. Bransome, has 
been over to New Brunswick, and returned in a happy frame 
of mind. It is suspected that J. & J. substantially showed 
their appreciation of Mr. Bransome’s efforts during the past 
year, and it is hoped the suspicions are correct. 


Mr. Gilbert, who so ably represents E. E. Dickinson & 
Co., of Essex, Conn., recently called on us and took our order 
for witch hazel. 


Chas. Culpeper, of the Coca Cola Co., of Atlanta, Ga., is 
busy making contracts for next summer. He reports that the 
past summer his company did the largest business in its his- 
tory. 


Bauer & Black, of Chicago, are so well pleased with the 
work of C. W. Elston in this city that they have decided to 
keep him here permanently, and give him an assistant for his 
territory through the eastern part of Pennsylvania. Mr. Els- 
ton is a conscientious worker, and seems to be thoroughly 
impregnated with the belief that B. & B. have no superiors 
in their line of business. 


Wm. J. Moore, representing Henry Thayer & Co., of Boston, 
has opened an office at 12 North Eleventh Street, and is quite 
active among the trade. 


Rochester.—John E. Plummer, of Brooklyn, is looking after 
the interests of Meakin & Ridgway, importers of earthen 
ware, New York, American representatives of Ridgways and 
Wm. Adams & Co., of England. Mr. Plummer is a brother of 
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Charles Plummer, the well-known theater manager, and his 
many friends here were heartily glad to welcome him on his 
recent visit to this city. 


John W. Rossiter, the pleasant representative of Powers & 
Weightman, Philadelphia, has been making an extended tour 
through the country. On his way back from Michigan, where 
he was in January, he stopped at Rochester and called on the 
druggists. 


H. A. Rowe also put in part of the first month of this cen- 
tury with the Rochester trade. He is traveling for W. H. 
Hamilten & Co., and has an excellent line of goods. 


John I’. Degan showed us a line of sponges and chamois 
that it would be hard to duplicate. He comes from J. F. 
Degan. 


George B. McLeod, representing the Empire State Drug 
Co., of Buffalo, is with us once again with samples of. the 
manufactures of his company. This time he is making a 
specialty of Gray’s Honey of White Pine, and considering the 
changeableness of Rochester weather and the results thereof 
the selection is a timely one. 


I’. L. Bodman is demonstrating to the public the superiority 
of Parke, Davis & Co.’s preparations. 


Cleveland.—T. H. Cheetham arrived in the city with a 
brand new order book to write down the druggists’ orders for 
Lazell, Dalley and Co.’s perfumes. 


F. E. Van Meerbeke was soliciting the trade in the inter- 
ests of the Enos F. Jones Chemical Co. 


Wm. Law Hooff, agent for Burrough Bros., is in the city, 
very busily engaged in writing down orders for his firm’s 
goods. 


Otto M. Franke was cordially received on his regular visit 
last week in the interests of Volkmann, Stollwerck & Co. 


B. P. Forbes and H. P. Rice were here representing the 
Hershey Chocolate Company, of Lancaster, Pa. 


I’. M. Walker was well received by the druggists in the 
welfare of R. T. Booth & Co., Ithaca. 


G. C. Healy always finds Cleveland ready to welcome him 
here. Every visit adds to Mr. Healy’s popularity with the 
trade, and J. & J.’s Red Cross brand is on a par with Mr. 
Healy’s popularity. 


_Chicago.— Al. Bauer, of Bauer & Black, is soon to take a 
trip to California. 


Frank J. Wall died at Seattle, Wash., January 31, of pneu- 
monia. ‘The burial took place in Chicago, February 7. He was 
manager for Charles Pfizer & Co. at the Chicago office for 
11 years and was for 10 years manager of the Chicago office 
of Keasby & Mattison. He had a host of friends among the 
jobbers and large buyers of the West, and his loss is deeply 
regretted. 


Thomas P. Cook, manager of the New York Quinine & 
Chemical Company, is in the city on one of his semi-annual 
trips. He has been coming to Chicago for the last 20 years. 
He is always warmly welcomed and always does a lucrative 
business. Mr. Cook is now a member of the Chicago Drug 
Trade Club. 


Frank Black, of the New York office of Charles Pfize? & 
Co., is in town and is taking charge of the Chicago office since 
the death of Frank Wall. 


George M. Diamond, who has Western territory for the 
Stallman & Fulton Company, is in town on one of his round-up 
trips. 


Adolph Erickson, formerly city salesman for Sharp & 
Dohme, has bought the S. F. Hurst store at North Clark and 
Oak streets. 


T. D. West is receiving the congratulations of his many 
friends in the South on his connection with the house of 
Parke, Davis & Co. He was at one time connected with a little 
known house in Cincinnati, where he showed the ability that 
secured his promotion to a place with the enterprising firm 
that has secured his services. 


S. H. Cohen has just lost his wife, who died January 30 
at Louisville. Mr. Cohen travels for Lehn & Fink. 


J. 8. Blitz, of the J. Elwood Lee Company, is in Detroit 
on one of his quarterly trips. He has a new line of stories 
and jokes and says he is getting so popular that he has to 
have a man ahead of him to do his booking. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, February 9, 1901. 

HE drug market for the past fortnight has been of a 
rather more interesting nature than for some time 
previous. A number of minor changes have occurred, the 
majority of which are in the direction of higher prices. 
The volume of business done in a jobbing way has been 
quite satisfactory, and, for the most part, this has been at 
prices favorable to holders. The only notable decline 
which has occurred during the interval has been that oc- 
curring in wood alcohol, which seems to have been due to 
increasing competition of the smaller manufacturers. At 
a meeting held in Buffalo last week of the representatives 
of 80 wood alcohol producers, the statistics presented 
showed that at the present rate of production something 
like 100,000 gallons per month were being produced in 
excess of the legitimate need of the world, while the im- 
provements going forward in the methods pursued in Eu- 
rope bid fair to seriously restrict our export trade. Even 
at the marked reduction of 15 cents per gallon, which was 
agreed to, it will be necessary to shut down all the plants 
for two months every year to keep from overstocking the 
market. Quinine has been the most interesting feature 
of the fortnight, it having advanced from 1 to 2 cents, ac- 
cording to holders, and being in brisk demand at the im- 
proved quotations. Opium is somewhat firmer abroad, 
but has declined 5 cents during the past fortnight and the 
local market is dull. The general condition of trade is 
favorable, and a feeling of confidence in the immediate fu- 

ture of the drug market pervades the trade generally. 


HIGHER. _ LOWER. 
Balsam copaiba, Wood alcohol, 
Tolu, Cacao butter, 
Sassafras bark, Buchu leaves, 
Chloroform, 
Ergotine, 

Saffron, American, 
Grains of paradise, 
Asafetida, 
Menthol, 
Morphine, 
Napthaline, 
Myrbane, 
Orange oil. sweet, 
Mustard seed, 
Picric acid, 
Tonka beans, Angos- 
tura. 


Coca, 
Damiana, 
Jaborandi, 
Anise oil, 
Pennyroyal oil, 
Wintergreen oil, 
Quicksilver, 
Aconite root, 
Sal soda, 
Saltpetre, 
Bayberry wax, 
Carnauba wax. 


DRUGS. 


Acetie acid has declined to $1.65 to $2.15 for 28 per cent. as 
a result of active competition among manufacturers. 


Alcohol has been active during the past fortnight and the 
price remains very firm at $2.45 to $2.47, less the usual quantity 
and cash discount. Wood alcohol has taken a sudden and very 
decided drop of 15c and is now quoted at 60c to 75c for 95 per 
cent. This change has been brought about by a gradual accu- 
mulation of stocks and a desire to relieve the pressure of price 
concessions. Results have been a considerable movement into 
consumptive channels. 


Balsams.—Copaiba has advanced under the influence of in- 
creasing consumptive demand and scarcity of supplies on the 
spot, Central American having been marked up to 38c to 40c, 
with Para about 5c a pound above these figures. Fir, Canada, 
is quite firm and is quotable at $2.80 to $2.85, though it is still 
possible to obtain supplies in certain quarters at a little under 
these figures. Oregon is dull and neglected at 70c to 80c. Peru 
has been quite active in a jobbing way, and in view of the 
comparatively light supplies at hand some holders have ad- 
vanced their quotations to $1.35 as an inside figure, though 
$1.30 is still quoted by others. Balsam Tolu retains the strong 
position reported in our last review, and may be quoted as 
firm at 29c to 31c, the outside lots referred to in our report of 
a fortnight since having been cleared out of the market. 


\ 


Buchu leaves have declined under the new arrivals and 
24c will now secure prime green leaves, though the supply is 
said to be insufficient to warrant any further decline, and at 
the close there is rather a firmer feeling than prevailed earlier 
in the week. , 


Burgundy pitch is firm at 244c to 8c on the spot, and a very 
active consuming demand is reported. 


Cacao butter is quiet and rather weak at a decline to 3714¢ 
to 38e for bulk. This change has been made in sympathy with 
the conditions existiag in Amsterdam. 


Caffeine continues firm, at $4.50 to $4.75 for bulk. The 
Government has practically abandoned all its efforts to impose 
an import duty upon tea sweepings, and it is understood that 
the duties which have been collected from caffeine manu- 
facturers will be refunded. This action, however, has been 
confidently anticipated, and to a greater or less extent been 
discounted by the trade, and it is claimed that there is no 
probability of any reduction in price based upon this decision. 


Cascara sagrada is firm and a fair jobbing business is going 
forward at 6c to 6%c for old well seasoned bark, and 4%c 
to 5¢e for last year’s crop. 


Cocaine continues unchanged at the reduced price of $5.25. 
to $5.50 reported in our last issue. The demand is scarcely 
up to the average for the season. 


Condurango bark has declined 20c under the influence of 
reduced quotations from Hamburg, though our local market 
has very light stocks. 


Coumarin is offering very freely, and as a consequence the 
market quotations have declined to $5.25 to $5.50, a reduction 
of 25c. 


Cream tartar continues to be slightly unsettled at 1914¢ to 
20c for crystals and powdered, respectively, there being per- 
sistent rumors, which are emphatically denied, of a shading 
of prices. ; 


Cuttle-fish bone is very firm at 25c to 26c for Trieste, and is. 
in fairly active demand in a jobbing way. 


Eucalyptol has been reduced to $1.15 to $1.20 for bulk. 


Hypophosphites have been reduced, the sodium salt being 
offered now 75c for 25-lb. lots, or 80c to 85¢ in broken quanti- 
ties. Other hypophosphites have been reduced in proportion. 


Lycopodium has declined to 51¢c to 52c for ordinary, an@ 
54¢ to 55c for Politz. The demand is light, and market condi- 
tions at producing centers favor purchasers. 


Manna continues firm at the relatively high prices which 
have been ruling latterly of $1.15 to $1.20 for large flake, 53c 
to 55c for small flake and 38c to 4ve for sorts. 


Menthol has sold up to $4.25, and is very firm at the ad- 
vanced price, local stocks being extremely light and the con- 
sumptive demand being brisk. 


Mullein flowers have been advanced to $1.00 for yellow, the 
supply being very scanty. 


Nut galls have declined to 14c, but have partially recov- 
ered their tone, and are now being quoted at 15c to 16e for 
Aleppo. 


Opium has declined 5c under the influence of pressure to 
sell and an almost total absence of demand on the spot. This 
decline has taken place in the face of very unfavorable crop 
reports from Smyrna. It is stated that a large portion of the 
first sowing has been killed by frost, but that this has been 
compensated for by renewed sowings. Spot quotations re 
main at about $3.40 to $3.45 since the decline which occurred 
shortly after our last issue went to press. 


Quinine closes very strong under the influence of advances 
cabled from London. Since our last issue a general advance 
has been made in quotations, as follows: P. & W., 30c; N. Y. 
Q.. 38c, and German brands generally 28c for bulk. Second 
hands have followed the lead of manufacturers very closely, 
and even sucb lots of Java as are on this market have been 
marked up to 27c. The demand is excellent both for jobbing 
and for manufacturing purposes, several large orders from pill 
makers having been booked during the past fortnight. The 
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outlook for the drug is brighter than it has been for some 
weeks past. Both manufacturers and second hands look for- 
ward to a firm market for some time. 


Tannie acid has declined to 70c to Tdc for crystals on ac- 
count of the lower range of prices for nut galls. 


Thymol has been advanced to $5.75 as an inside figure and 
is very scarce. 


Vanilla beans are firm at $9 to $12.50 for Mexican whole, 
and a very satisfactory consuming demand is reported. No 
speculative interest is being manifested in the drug. 


CHEMICALS, 

Arsenic is quiet and goes out principally under contract 
at 4%4¢ to 5c for white and 7i4¢ to 7%4c for red Saxony. 

Benzoic acid has been reduced from 40c to 42¢ per pound, 
in sympathy with the decline in the foreign markets, due to 
active competition. 

Nitrate of silver has declined to 41¢ to 4214¢c, in sympathy 
with the parent metal. 


Prussiate of potash is somewhat unsettled, prices ranging 
from 15e to 16¢ for yellow. The works of the Mutual Chemical 
©6o., of Jersey City, which were destroyed by fire last Tuesday, 
had an annual output of nearly a million pounds, but the fire 
had no appreciable effect on the market. 

Sugar of lead has been advanced to 8c to 8'4¢ for white and 
be to 64e for brown. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 
Anise is dull and weak, having declined to $1.30. 


Bergamot is very firm, as indeed are all the Messina es- 
seuces, 1n sympathy with the market conditions both in Eu- 
rope and in this country. $2.25 to $2.50 is the ruling quotation. 


Cubebs is fairly steady at 95c to $1.05c. 
Lemon is quiet but firm at $1.00 to $1.25, as to brand. 


Neroli has been advanced to $24.00 to $30.00 in sympathy 
with foreign markets. 


Peppermint is quiet, and attracts but little attention on the 
spot. It is reported that an advance of 5c to 10¢c has been 
made in Michigan, but the local market has not responded, 
and bulk Western oil has sold at $1.05 to $1.10. 


Sassafras has declined to 89c to 40c for natural. 


Wintergreen is lower, natural being quoted ‘at $1.50 to 

$1.60, and synthetic at 45e to 55ce. 
GUMS, 

Arabic is fairly active in a jobbing way and the better 
kinds continue rather scarce; our quotations remain = un- 
changed at 45c¢ to 55¢e for first picked and 16¢ to 17¢ for sorts. 

Asafetida remains scarce and high, particularly as regards 
the finer grades, for which 30c¢ to 40c is demanded. There have 
been several arrivals recently, but the market has*failed to 
show any easier feeling. 

Chicle has been very active, large quantities having arrived 
and gone into consumptive channels, though the market still 
continues fairly firm at 37¢c to 40c. 

Tragacanth is very firm at 65e to 75c for first Aleppo. 

ROOTS, 


Golden seal is weak at 55¢ to 56e on the spot. From the 
country it is offered at 54c. 


Ipecac is quiet but steady at $2.55 to $2.65 for Rio. 


Jalap, new crop, is beginning to arrive, but the market still 
remains very firm at 14¢ to 15e. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, shows an upward tendency, and the 
general range of quotations has been marked up to 7i4ec to 
Tlse, though 7e would probably be accepted on a firm offer. 
Jlonduras is quite firm, though but little business is reported 
and quotations are unchanged at 25c to 82c. as to brand and 
seller. 


Senega is very dull and there are practically no large trans- 
actions upon which to base quotations. The pressure to sell in 
the Northwest continues and in a general way the market may 
he quoted at about 38c to 42c for large lots. 


SEEDS. 


The seed market generally has been quiet and devoid of 
interest save in one or two items. California brown mustard 
has advanced to 514¢c to Ge. Flax seed has been advanced to 
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$7 per barrel, and 8c to 344c per lb. for ground. Caraway has 
advanced to 74%4e to 75%e for Dutch. Poppy is scarce and 
higher at 5c to 5144c. Rape has advanced to 3%e to 35ce. 





HINTS TO BUYERS. 


lor all purposes, except internal use, Columbian Spirit is 
held by the manufacturers to be fully the equal of alcohol, and 
their claim seems to be borne out by the testimony of those 
who have used it in manufacturing. It is sold by the Manhat- 
tan Spirit Co., of Buffalo, N. Y., and when ordering from them 
be sure and say where you saw the advertisement. 


The druggist who handles Chr. Hansen’s Junket Tablets 
is invariably pleased with the results. These tablets come 10 
for 10 cents, and the price is 80 cents per dozen packages of 
that size. In pure food colors and pure food flavors the output 
of Chr. Hansen's laboratory cannot be excelled. Address 1100 
Little Falls, N. Y., mentioning that you saw the advertisement 
in the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


Three standard preparations are told of in the advertise- 
ment of Stallman & Fulton, No. 10 Gold street, New York, and 
the pharmacist who does not order them now will probably 
do so before very long, as the demand makes it imperative. 
They are Nosophen, Antinosine and Eudoxine. The firm have 
the sole agency for the United States and Canada. Mention 
the Drueeist when writing. 


The fact that certain irresponsible parties are trying to 
reap the benefits that rightfully belong to others who possess 
an article of sterling merit and who have impressed the public 
with the virtues of that article through liberal advertising, has 
caused the M. J. Breitenbach Co., of No. 68 Murray street, to 
make the announcement that Pepto-Margan (“Gude”) being a 
trade-mark name, is their exclusive property. Mention this 
journal. 


There is not the slightest reason why every drug store in 
the land should not be well lighted when a concern like the 
Imperial Gas Lamp Co., of No. 132 and 134 East Lake street, 
Chicago, offers its lamps at prices from $2 up. There is no 
odor, smoke or clogging, and while common gasoline is burned 
the light is claimed to be beautiful, white and steady. Men- 
tion the DruGatst when you write for descriptive catalogue 
and prices. 


A comfortable chair, a handsome chair, a chair that is 
strong and wont wear out—these are a few of the claims made 
for the Indestructible Steel Wire Chair made by the Chicago 
Wire Chair Co., of No. 180 Illinois street, Chicago. When you 
write for prices for this chair and the table and soda fountain 
stool made by the company, all of which, it is held, will last 
a life-time without repairs, don’t forget to state where you 
saw the notice. 

Some of the advantages of Upjohn’s Friable Pills, made by 
the Upjohn Pill & Granule Co., of Kalamazoo, Mich., and No. 
92 Iulton street, New York, is that they are most easily pene- 
trated by solvents, their particles have the greatest number 
of points of contact, and that there is therefore the greatest 
opportunity for solution and digestion. All you have to do is 
to put the word “ Upjohn’s”’ on your order to get them. Men- 
tion this paper. 

* Buy a Torsion and Be Happy.” Judging from the number 
of pharmacists who have followed this advice and who are 
well satisfied, there must be something in the motto. Just how 
special stress is laid on the new and handsome $20 counter 
scale. If you want particulars send for them and get a cata- 
logue as well. The Springer Torsion Balance Co. is at No. 92 
Reade street, New York, and if you mention the AMERICAN 
DrvuGGisr you will receive prompt attention. 

It’s a wise manufacturer who is not averse to helping the 
retail druggist and who makes that fact known. There is a 
circular entitled ‘“‘ A Square Deal,’ which the New York Phar- 
macal Association, of Yonkers, N. Y., sends to the retail trade 
on request. It stimulates the prescription and sale of Lacto- 
peptine, and as it tetls the pharmacist how to obtain valuable 
advertising at that association’s expense, the offer is being 
widely accepted. When you write state where you saw this. 

One of the most attractive cash offers ever made to the 
druggists of this country is that contained in the advertise- 
meat of the Chattanooga Medicine Co., of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
in connection with the Wine of Cardui. The record of sales 
for 1900 proves the regard in which this article is held by 
women. Pharmacists who desire a fine assortment of Ladies’ 
Birthday Almanacs for 1901, Cardui Books, Weather Prophet 
Books and show~cards should write at once. Mention this 
paper. 
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That “ tied-up feeling,’ about which there is so much com- 
plaint, is avoided when the Deimel Linen Mesh Abdominal 
Supporter is worn. It is made of a fabric universally ap- 
proved by physicians, and from a hygienic standpoint is per- 
fection. Warm in winter, cool in summer, the acme of com- 
fort—these are a few of the claims made for the Supporter by 
the manufacturers—the J. Ellwood Lee Co., Conshohocken, 
Pa., and it will pay druggists to investigate further. Mention 
this paper. 

The best remedy for asthma ever compounded is what the 
Swedish Asthma Cure Co., of No. 348 Ellicott square, Buffalo, 
N. Y., claim for their preparation, and this is the main reason 
they give why druggists should sell it. It is because custom- 
ers will not be disappointed, and that the demand is sure to 
come that they suggest stocking up at once. Asthmatic cus- 
tomers of druggists who desire to order will be supplied with 
free samples. Send their names and addresses and meution 
the DRUGGIST. 


A clean, economical, convenient ointment box is the one 
made by the Seamless Metal Ware Co., No. 277 Broadway, 
New York, which explains why pharmacists generally are 
ordering it. The Seamiess Curved Corner Ointment Box is 
the name. The beveled shoulder prevents the inside of the 
cover from becoming soiled, the curved corner prevents waste 
of contents and the large label space is a great convenience. 
When you get in line with the crowd and order, don’t forget 
to state where you saw this notice. 


At this season of the year, when la grippe and all the other 
epidemics that cold weather brings in its wake are upon us, it 
behooves the up-to-date pharmacist to be sure that the various 
seasonable specialties of Schieffelin & Co., New York, are 
never absent from his shelves. These include the Elixir of 
Heroin, alone, and with Terpin Hydrate, the Elixir of Iron and 
Manganese Peptonates with Arsenic, and Heroin in pill and 
tablet form alone and in combination with Terpin Hydrate. 
Specify Schieffelin’s and name the DruacaIst. 


A novel window display can always be counted upon to 
increase sales of any commodity, but when the article happens 
to be one so universally known as Abbey’s Effervescent Salt 
the results are increasingly great. The window display cut out 
offered free with one gross of the small size Abbey’s salt or 
its equivalent in the larger sizes, is an exact reproduction of 
the New York Rapid Transit Tunnel, and is sure to attract 
attention. When writing to the Abbey Effervescent Salt Co., 
9-15 Murray street, New York, mention the Drueeisr. 


An article most widely advertised in the medical journals is 
Cystogen, an ammonia compound of formaldehyde. It is non- 
iritating to the stomach, is given well diluted and liberates 
formaldehyde in the circulation. Thirty minutes after inges- 
tion the urine is impregnated with formaldehyde to such a 
degree as to render it both sterile and germicidal. The hap- 
piest effects are seen in the correction of ammoniacal urine. 
Mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST when you write to the Cys- 
togen Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo., for reading matter, prices, 
«e. 

Up to date druggists who know just how much custom comes 
from having an attractive soda water fountain, and having 
everything about that fountain clean and neat, make a spe- 
cialty of using Stone’s Patent Paper Julep Straws. These 
straws are made of manilla paper, and every one is sweet, 
clean and perfect. They are cheaper and better than natural 
straws, and if you try them once you will always use them. 
Send for samples and prices to M. C. Stone, 1220 F street, N. 
W., Washington, D. C., and state where you saw the adver- 
tisement. 

It is a liberal offer which the Dr. E. L. Graves Tooth Pow- 
der Co., of Chicago, makes to the druggists of the country. 
Those who will go to the trouble of writing out a list of their 
custemers will have sent to the latter free samples of the 
tooth powder, the circulars in which they are wrapped con- 
taining the druggists’ imprint. Write for samples for your 
own distribution, and it will be sent you by express pre- 
paid. The powder comes in various sizes, is cheap in price, 
there is opportunity for living profit. Mention the Drucaisr 
when writing. 


Pharmacists who have occasion to do much laboratory and 
prescription work should not fail to investigate the claim of 
utility made by E. C. Moore & Son, of Detroit, Mich., regard- 
ing Moore’s Universal Spring Apron. There are no buttons 
to fasten, no strings to tie and untie, with the usual result 
of encountering a knot just when you are in a hurry, and they 
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are cleanly and useful. Students of pharmacy can make 
money selling these aprons, and druggists and students alike 
are advised to write for further particulars to the concern at 
Detroit, mentioning this journal. 


There is no truer saying than that “ good light draws 
trade.” The dark pharmacy is passed by and the one ablaze 
with light is crowded with customers. For 20 cents a month, 
it is claimed for the Brilliant Self-Making Gas Lamp manu- 
facturers, you can have the very best gas light, equal or better 
than 5 electric bulbs. Those in use are giving perfect satis- 
faction, they are approved by the fire insurance boards, and 
over 90,000 have been sold during the past three years. Send 
to the Brilliant Gas Lamp Co., Geo. Bohner, agent, 42 State 
street, Chicago, naming the DruGcist as the source of your 
information. 


No druggist will deny that not alone is a considerable profit 
in dispensing soda water from an attractive fountain, but 
that such a fountain always tends to add tone and beauty 
to his establishment, and that it attracts much custom that 
might go elsewhere. In the line of handsome soda water 
fountains, those manufactured by the American Soda Foun- 
tain Co., successors to Charles Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia, 
stand well to the fore. This concern introduced the tilting jar 
syrup system, and has been in business for 68 years. If you 
want the highest grade at the lowest price and terms be sure 
and address them, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


Druggists who are content to use clumsy make-shifts about 
their soda water fountains, from lack of knowledge _ re- 
garding the excellent mechanical contrivances manufactured 
for them, will not only find that they make their soda 
fountain more attractive, but that they work easier and get 
more profit when they use the various utensils, such as are 
offered by the Erie Specialty Co., of Erie, Pa. These consist 
of ice shavers and crushers, milk shakes, lemon squeezers, ice 
picks, etc., and it is claimed that they are of the best and 
latest make. By merely writing to the firm and mentioning 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST you can obtain a handsomely illus- 
trated catalogue and prices. 


Those pharmacists who contemplate either fitting up of 
new stores or the refurnishing of old ones should not fail to 
correspond with the M. Winter Lumber Co., of Sheboygan, 
Wis. This company can fit you out complete in anything 
from a store stool to a most complete outfit at prices that will 
appeal to you and there is no reason why you should be wor- 
ried by the freight question, as the Kade Knock Down Prin- 
ciple, a new contrivance, cuts that consideration down con- 
siderably. The firm’s latest catalogue, a book of 272 pages, 
will be mailed on receipt of 25 cents. It is a complete book 
of store fittings worth many times its price. Mention the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST in writing. 


Exposition Honors. 


The highest award, which was bestowed on the Seabury 
plasters, surgical dressings, etc., at the Paris Exposition, is but 
another addition to the great number of medals which have 
been awarded the Seabury goods at the various expositions 
at which they have made exhibits. The retail drug trade knows 
and appreciates the value of these goods, as is evidenced by 
the continual growth in the popularity of Seabury’s plasters 
and surgical dressings. 





James A. Jones, one of the pioneer druggists of St. Louis, 
died recently in that city. Mr. Jones was born in Pittsburg, Pa., 
February 27, 1828, and when 17 years of age took a position in 
a drug store, where he remained until the early fifties. Then, 
becoming restless, he packed his goods and shipped them on a 
boat to Omaha by way of St. Louis. He spent a few months 
working as clerk, and then cpened a drug store of his own, 
which for its elegance soon became famous throughout that 
part of the State. During the panic in the three years pre- 
ceding 1860 he lost nearly everything, and in 1861 came to 
St. Louis to build up his fortune. He worked in a retail drug 
store until the spring of 1864, when he enlisted in a Missouri 
regiment for the Union cause, and served until the close of 
the war. He returned to St. Louis, and in 1866 accepted a 
position with the old drug firm of Brown, Weber & Graham. 
A year later he was offered a position with the J. S. Merrill 
Drug Company, as superintendent, and accepted. He left Mer- 
rill’s in 1896 and started in the retail business for himself. This 
business will be continued by his sons. Mr. Jones leaves a 
widow and three chiidren. 











